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Chasse Lawsuit Settled
City to pay $1.6 million in damages

F am ily  A w arded  $1 .6  M il­
lion T he fam ily  o f  a m entally  ill 
m an w ho d ied  in po lice  c u s­
to d y  h as  s e t t le d  a la w su it  
ag a in st the c ity  o f  P o rtland  ju s t  
w eek s b e fo re  the  case  w as 
sch ed u led  for tria l.

The $1.6 m illion settlem ent 
m ust still be approved by the 
C ityC ouncil.

Jam es C hasse Jr., w ho suf­
fered from  schizophrenia, died 
in Septem ber 2006 after he was 
tackled by police officers w ho 
chased him  for a llegedly  u rinat­
ing in public. He w as also shot 
w ith a stun gun.

C hasse, 42, suffered 16 bro­
ken ribs and a punctured lung 
that led to his death w hile o ffic­
ers w ere taking him  to a hospital

Jam es C hasse  Jr.

in a patrol car.
O ffice rs took him  first to the 

M ultnom ah  C oun ty  ja il  bu t a 
nurse  to ld  them  C hasse  cou ld  
no t be booked  in his cond ition .

The fam i ly sett led for $925,000 
w ith M ultnom ah C ounty for a 
sh eriffs  deputy 's involvem ent in

the death  and for a reported 
$600,000 w ith A m erican M edi­
cal R esponse N orthw est Inc., 
the am bulance  com pany that 
responded to the scene o f  the 
arrest.

In N ovem ber, city C om m is­
sioner Dan Saltzm an, w ho over­
sees the Portland Police B u­
reau , reco m m en d ed  the tw o 
Portland officers involved in the 
death be disciplined.

Saltzm an said Sgt. K yle Nice 
a n d  O f f ic e r  C h r is to p h e r  
Hum phreys should be suspended 
for failing to require that C hasse 
be taken to a hospital.

The federal civil rights lawsuit 
filed by C hasse 's fam ily accused 
Portland police officers o f  ex­
c e s s iv e  fo rc e  a n d  d e n y in g  
C hasse appropriate m edical a t­
tention.

M

Police Chief Battles Cuts
Mayor, Sizer 
see budget 
differently

Police C h ie f Rosie Sizer and 
M ayor Sam  A dam s are locked 
in dispute over cuts to the Police 
B ureau.

On M onday, S izer announced 
that under the m ay o r’s proposed 
2010-11 b u d g e t, the  b u reau  
w ould have to lay o ff 25 sw orn 
officers and restrict public ac­
cess during evening hours at the 
N orth  and E ast P recincts . It 
w ould also elim inate the cold 
case m urder investigations unit, 
the m ounted patrol unit, as well 
as regional narcotics investiga­
tors.

A dam s had claim ed to protect 
police officer jobs, despite tough

fiscal tim es, w hen he released 
his budget proposal on Friday.

Facing another year o f  de­
clining revenue for the city, he 
asked all bureaus to brace for a 
4 percent cut, w ith the exception 
o f  public safety bureaus, which 
w ere cut by 2 percent.

The Police Bureau w as asked 
to find $3.4 m illion w orth o f  cuts 
for the upcom ing fiscal year, in 
addition to $2.8 m illion in cuts 
from  last y ear’s budget. H ow ­
ever, Sizer said she was sur­
prised the m ayor included all the 
cuts identified by the bureau.

She said her departm ent has 
reached near full-em ploym ent 
w ith m ore people turning to it for 
w ork  in the dow n econom y. 
H ow ever, if  the budget cuts are 
adopted the bureau m ight have 
to start laying o ff  new ly-trained 
officers.

Shortly after the ch ie f m ade 
the announcem ents, A dam s re­
sponded in a statem ent, reiterat­
ing that he tqed  to insulate public 
safety bureaus from  deeper cuts. 
He also m entioned that he had 
w orked w ith Sizer on the budget, 
and  q u estio n ed  som e o f  the 
claim s she made.

"Her team and I m et numerous 
times during the budget develop­
ment process to strategize on how 
to make the necessary cuts in the 
least painful manner,” said Adams 
in the statement. “Today Police 
C hief Rosie Sizer in her press 
conference neglected to mention 
that fact. O r that she approved the 
cuts recom m ended by her Bu­
reau and included in my proposed 
budget.”

A dam s said that he w ould 
re v ie w  w h a t h a p p en e d , and  
m ake necessary changes.
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