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BUSINESS Di rectory
When Will We
Oil Spill 
Repeats History
by M . L inda J aram illo  

Like m any o f  us, I 
w a tc h e d  te le v is io n  
scenes o f  the seas o f  the
G u lf o f  M exico turning 
from a blue-green sheen 
w ith pounding w aves to
a dark sluggish sticky m ess as the 
oil gushed from the w ells o f  a British 
Petroleum  oilrig. W hen 1 thought 
about the enorm ous long-term  en­
vironm ental disaster loom ing in the 
G u lf o f  M exico, 1 w as rem inded o f  
the lyrics o f  a song. W here Have All 
the Flow ers G one?, w ritten by Pete 
Seeger and Tao R odriguez-Seeger 
alm ost 50 years ago. M any o f  us 
rem em ber the lyrics in this song, 
“w hen will w e ever learn?”

W hen will w e ever learn that our 
corporate greed and consum ption 
habits lead us to tragedies like this? 
W e see signs all around us show ing 
the im pact o f  our disregard for the 
fragile environm ent that w e are 
charged to take care of. Yet we can ’t 
seem  to m ake the connection from 
individual behaviors to this grave 
world crisis. W e do not seem to 
acknow ledge that environm ental

regulation is needed to preserve our 
planet and the surrounding  uni­
verse.

W e should  have learned  21 
y ears  ago  from  the h o rrib le  
o il sp ill o f f  th e  c o a s t o f  
A laska  n ear V aldez . T oday , 
A laska  res id en ts  g rieve  w ith 
those  in the G u lf  C o ast re ­
g ion . T hey  know  the huge 
im pact o f  such  a sp ill, so m e­

th ing  they  co n tin u e  to live  w ith  
day  a fte r day. Thane M iller, a com ­
m ercial fisherm an w ho helped clean 
up the Exxon V aldez d isaster says, 
"It's pretty obvious that in the 20 
years since the oil spill, w hile the 
people here in this com m unity  and 
the com m unities  around  P rince 
W illiam  Sound m ay have learned 
things, nobody else has learned 
anything. Try as you m ight, you 
cannot clean up a m ess like this."

A laskans share  tha t no m atte r 
how  m uch eq u ip m en t and m oney  
you th row  at the c lean  up, it w ill 
n ever be the sam e. W e c a n ’t yet 
im agine  the h o rren d o u s im pact o f  
the d am age  to  the c rea tu res  o f  the 
sea, the land, and the fo rest. A ll 
these  y ears  la ter, o il co n tin u es  to 
seep  in to  the g ro u n d s and w aters 
o f f  the P rince  W illiam  Sound. W e 
can su re ly  expec t the sam e resu lt

o f f  the co asta l reg io n s  o f  the G u lf  
o fM ex ico .

W hen these  ev en ts  occu r, it is 
o u r re sp o n sib ility  to learn  from  
them . It is o u r re sp o n sib ility  to be 
aw are  o f  ou r p ast m is tak es  and 
co rrec t them  so tha t they  d o n ’t 
rep eat th em selves. A ll the c re a ­
tures affected  by the E xxon spill in 
A laska  learned  the hard  w ay that 
g o v e rn m e n t r e s t r ic t io n s  w e re  
g rav e ly  inadequate . It is o bv ious 
that B ritish Petro leum  did not have 
ad eq u a te  sa feg u a rd s  in p lace  in 
the G u lf  o f  M exico  to p rev en t th is 
d isaste r. It d o e sn ’t ap p ea r as i f  
anyone  even  know s how  to stop  
th is  o il leak. W hen w ill w e ever 
learn?

W e need to learn m ore about how 
to change our behaviors. W e could 
recognize that our lifestyle affects 
the w hole environm ent. We could 
reduce our dependence on oil. We 
could be m ore involved in changing 
public policies that have a deep 
negative impact on our environment. 
W e could listen to the experts.

For the sake o f  our children and 
their children, w e m ust act now  be­
fore it’s too late.

M. Linda Jaramillo is executive 
minister o f Justice Ministries for 
the United Church o f Christ.

Endorsing Frederick
D em ocracy for A m erica, our nation's largest pro­

gressive political action com m unity, is endorsing Lew 
Frederick for O regon State H ouse D istrict 43.

F rederick  has ded ica ted  his life to pub lic  serv ice. 
G row ing  up in c iv il righ ts-era  A tlan ta , he w as called  
to ac tion  by M artin  L u ther K ing. H e an sw ered  that 
call as a teach er, then  as a jo u rn a lis t, and  la ter as 
d irec to r o f  p ub lic  in fo rm ation  at P ortland  Public

S choo ls.
Lew know s that the problem s that face O regon and 

the country today are affecting real people. As a 
cancer survivor, he advocates for health care reform . 
As a union leader, he's seen a tough econom y force 
w orking people out o f  their jobs.

C onsidering Lew 's lifetim e o f  com m unity activism , 
m aking an endorsem ent in this race w asn't a hard 
decision.

Jim Dean, Democracy for America chair
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COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC COACH
John Olive
Is helping C harities B usinesses, 
and Team O riented People to 
Earn M ore Incom e M ore O ften, 
In less Tim e In The "GPN 
Bailout" M em bership OPPT.
Join Today A nd Earn C hecks 
Right Away C ontact:

Collective Economic Coach 
John Olive

503-358-9655

Horace S. Simpson
Barber

For an appointm ent, call: 
(503)734-5312

222 N. K illingsw orth Ave. 
Portland, O r 97211

upscalebarberspa@ yahoo .com

J boyds
Picture Perfect Lawn Landscape

PH (503) 970-5743 
Licensed and Bonded 
LCB 6165

JAM ES BOYD
3535 N. Vancouver Ave. 

Portland, OR 97218

State Farm*
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61/10

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.
Agent
4946 N Vancouver Avenue, Portland OR 9 /2 1 / 
503 2861103 fax 503 286 1146 
em ie.hill h5mb$statefarn) com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

STAfl MIM

A

c H

A B E L
Textured Hair Specialist/Designer

. B e a u ty firs t &  S a lo n

Clackam as Promenade 
8946 SE Sunnyside Road 

Clackamas, OR 97015-7778
503.654.4656 

o r 503.654:5357
Relaxer • Cut-Style • Color 

Availability:
Thurs. 9-3 (a f te r  3  b y  A p p t.)  

Saturday 9-3
Stop by or call for Appointment

Mizani Professional 
Hair care products used 

and sold at this salon

t p

State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Michael E Harper
K tA V I » A IM Agent

W e m oved to 
our new location:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050 
Fax 503-227-8757

Interstate 
D ental C linic

5835 N Interstate Ave, 
Portland, O R  97217

watch video at http:// 
www.yellowpages.com/info- 

2668891/lnterstate-Dental-Clinic

(503)946-6273
edwarward2
@ aol.com

website:
www.cosmetlcdentalportland.com/
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