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When W111 We Ever Learn

O1l Spill
Repeats Hlstory

BY M. LINDA JARAMILLO

Like many of us, I
watched television
scenes of the seas of the
Gulf of Mexico turning
from a blue-green sheen
with pounding waves to
a dark sluggish sticky mess as the
o1l gushed from the wells of a British
Petroleum oilrig. When I thought
about the enormous long-term en-
vironmental disaster looming in the
Gulf of Mexico, I was reminded of
the lyrics ofasong, Where Have All
the Flowers Gone?, written by Pete
Seeger and Tao Rodriguez-Seeger
almost 50 years ago. Many of us
remember the lyrics in this song,
“when will we ever learn?”

When will we ever learn that our
corporate greed and consumption
habits lead us to tragedies like this?
We see signs all around us showing
the impact of our disregard for the
fragile environment that we are
chargedtotake care of. Yetwe can’t
seem to make the connection from
individual behaviors to this grave
We do not seem to

world crisis.
acknowledge that environmental
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regulation is needed to preserve our
planet and the surrounding uni-
verse.

We should have learned 21
] years ago from the horrible

Alaska near Valdez. Today,
Alaskaresidents grieve with
those in the Gulf Coast re-
gion. They know the huge
impact of such a spill, some-
thing they continue to live with
day after day. Thane Miller, a com-
mercial fisherman who helped clean
up the Exxon Valdez disaster says,
"It's pretty obvious that in the 20
years since the oil spill, while the
people here in this community and
the communities around Prince
William Sound may have learned
things, nobody else has learned
anything. Try as you might, you
cannot clean up a mess like this."
Alaskans share that no matter
how much equipment and money
you throw at the clean up, it will
never be the same. We can’t yet

imagine the horrendous impact of

the damage to the creatures of the
sea, the land, and the forest. All
these years later, oil continues to
seep into the grounds and waters
offthe Prince William Sound. We
can surely expect the same result

oil spill off the coast of

off the coastal regions of the Gulf

of Mexico.

When these events occur, it is
our responsibility to learn from
them. It is our responsibility to be
aware of our past mistakes and
correct them so that they don’t
repeat themselves. All the crea-
tures affected by the Exxon spill in
Alaska learned the hard way that
government restrictions were
gravely inadequate. It is obvious
that British Petroleum did not have
adequate safeguards in place in
the Gulfof Mexico to prevent this
disaster.
anyone even knows how to stop
this oil leak. When will we ever
learn?

Weneed to learn more about how
to change our behaviors. We could
recognize that our lifestyle affects
the whole environment. We could
reduce our dependence on oil. We
could be more involved in changing
public policies that have a deep
negative impactonourenvironment.
We could listen to the experts.

For the sake of our children and
their children, we must act now be-
fore it’s too late.

M. Linda Jaramillo is executive
minister of Justice Ministries for
the United Church of Christ.
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Endorsing Frederick

Democracy for America, our nation's
gressive political action community, is endorsing Lew
Frederick for Oregon State House District 43.

Frederick has dedicated his life to public service.
Growing up in civil rights-era Atlanta, he was called
to action by Martin Luther King. He answered that
call as a teacher, then as a journalist, and later as
director of public information at Portland Public

Schools.

s largest pro-

decision.

Lew knows that the problems that face Oregon and
the country today are affecting real people. As a
cancer survivor, he advocates for health care reform.
As a union leader, he's seen a tough economy force
working people out of their jobs.

Considering Lew's lifetime of community activism,
making an endorsement in this race wasn't a hard

Jim Dean, Democracy for America chair
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COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC COACH

Collective Economic Coach
John Olive

b 503-358-9655

John Olive

Is helping Charities Businesses,
and Team Oriented People to
Earn More Income More Often,
In less Time In The "GPN
Bailout" Membership OPPT.
Join Today And Earn Checks
Right Away Contact:
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Horace S. Simpson
Barber

For an appointment, call:
(503)734-5312

222 N.Killingsworth Ave.
Portland,Or97211

upscalebarberspa@yahoo.com

BOYDS

Picture Perfect Lawn Landscape

PH (503) 970-5743
Licensed and Bonded
LCB 6165

ABEL

Textured Hair Specialist/Designer
Beautyfirst & Salon
Clackamas Promenade

8946 SE Sunnyside Road

Clackamas, OR 97015-7778
503.654.4656
or 503.654:5357
Relaxer « Cut-Style * Color
Availability:
Thurs. 9-3 (afier 3 by Appt.)
Saturday 9-3
Stop by or call for Appointment
Mizani Professional
Hair care products used
and sold at this salon J

State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710

Michael E Harper

Agent

STAVE FARM

&
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We moved to

our new location:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

JAMES BOYD
3535 N. Vancouver Ave.
Portland, OR 97218
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