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Obama’s American Agenda
Benefits black 
America, too
by C ynthia T ucker 

P re s id en t O b a m a ’s
h is to ric  s ta tu s  as the 
nation ’ s first black presi
dent hasn ’t spared him 
criticism from some black 
com m entators and m em 
bers o f  Congress, who 
claim  that the president
ought to have a bona fide “black 
agenda.’’

Several m em bers o f  the C ongres
sional B lack C aucus have chastised 
Obam a for, they claim, doing little to 
address the unem ploym ent rate 
am ong black w orkers, som e six to 
seven points higher than the overall 
rate o f  ju s t under ten percent, ac
cording to the Bureau o f  Labor Sta
tistics.

Last m onth, talk show  host Tavis 
Sm iley’s annual “Black A genda” 
conference included a panel which 
heavily criticized O bam a for failing 
to directly  address a range o f  d iffi
cult social problem s w hich still 
p lag u e  b lack  A m erica . Indeed , 
Smiley has become a consistent critic.

Sm iley has every right to score 
the p residen t’s accom plishm ents 
and failures as he sees fit. But it is 
naive for him to expect that the 
nation’s first black president w ill 
cham pion  an exc lu siv e ly  b lack  
“agenda,” any m ore than John F. 
K ennedy, the nation’s first Catholic 
p re s id e n t ,  is su e d  a “ C a th o lic  
agenda.” O bam a w as not elected 
the president ofblack America. H e’s 
the president o f  the entire country.

Still, O bam a hasn’t ignored those 
detractors. Perhaps th a t’s w hy he 
m et A pril 6 w ith a group o f  black 
preachers, including A tlan ta ’s T.

De W itt Smith, head o f  the 
P ro g re s s iv e  N a tio n a l

j| B a p tis t  C o n v e n t io n . 
H ere’s hoping he took the 
opportunity  to point out 
that his policies benefit 
black A m ericans, too.

A ccording to Fam ilies 
U SA, a health care advo

cacy group, 40 percent o f  blacks 
reported being uninsured during 
som e portion o f  2007-2008, com 
pared to about 26 percent o f  whites. 
Black o r white, they will be able to 
afford health insurance as a result o f  
the new  law, w hich O bam a m ade a 
priority.

The president also battled en
trenched interests to change, the 
student-loan program , w hich freed 
up m oney to give a slight funding 
increase to Pell grants. M any black 
students will benefit from  the boost 
in tuition assistance, ju s t as m any 
w hite and brow n students will.

But the m ost significant assis
tance that O bam a is providing to 
black students —  to all students, 
actually  —  lies in his prom ising re
form plan for elem entary  and sec
ondary education. The new em pha
sis on charter schools and m erit pay 
has the potential for bringing the 
best and b righ test teachers into 
public school c lassroom s, w hile 
w eeding out the incom petent and 
uninspired.

There are few  things that the 
federal governm ent can do that have 
a m ore significant effect on children

than helping them  to get a good 
education. For black kids, tha t’s 
crucial. T he d ifference betw een 
those black A m ericans w ho have 
achieved m ainstream  success and 
those m ired in poverty lies, for the 
m ost part, in the difference in aca
dem ic achievem ent.

I t’s true that college-educated 
black w orkers have a higher unem 
ploym ent rate than co llege-edu
cated w hite w orkers —  a com m en
tary on a “post-racial” A m erica. But 
i t ’s also true that college-educated 
black men and wom en will fare much 
better than their less-educated coun
terparts.

So far, few black opinion-m akers 
have zeroed in on O bam a’s educa
tion reform  plans. That reticence 
m ay stem from an am bivalence— or 
hostility— tow ard the reform s from 
a m ainstay o f  the black middle-class: 
teachers. T each ers’ groups have 
not exactly rallied in support o f  
O bam a’s plans. Som e teachers re
m ain especially critical o f  merit pay.

Still, his em phasis on teacher 
accountability  has the potential for 
doing m ore to shake up public edu
cation than any reform s o f  the last 
tw o decades. O bam a m ay not have 
a plan for reducing the black-on- 
black hom icide rate (w ho does?) or 
shoring up black m arriage (other 
than serving as a good role m odel), 
but, i f  he can boost educational 
achievem ent for all children —  in
cluding those w ho are poor and 
b lack— that would certainly qualify 
as progress. L e t’s call that an A m eri
can agenda.

Cynthia Tucker is columnist for  
the Atlanta Journal Constitution.

Regulate Health Premiums
Oversight will make 
health bill stronger
by J udge G reg M athis

The President and C ongress success
fully overhauled the healthcare system  in a 
m ajor way, m aking itpossible for nearly four
m illion A m ericans to get needed healthcare insurance.

D espite this great -  and historical -  new s, m ore 
w ork rem ains. O ne o f  the rem aining obstacles w e have 
to overcom e is m aking sure health insurers c an ’t raise 
their prem ium s by an exorbitant am ount. W ithout 
oversight on this front, the benefits o f  the healthcare 
bill will be lost to many.

Insurer A nthem  Blue Cross in C alifornia plans to 
raise its insurance prem ium s by 39-percent, a m ove that 
has m any custom ers on edge. The com pany has put 
the rate hike on hold for now, but the very thought o f  
such an increase from any insurer has legislators 
m oving quickly to act.

U .S.Sen. Diane Feinstein,D-Calif., andU .S Rep. Jan 
Schakow sky, D -Ill., are pushing legislation that w ould 
prevent insurance com panies from raising prem ium s

w ithout prior approval from a regulatory body. 
Som e states already have this step in place, 
m ost do not.

O f  course, leaders in the insurance industry 
say that m ore regulation is not the answer. They 
w ant federal officials to instead w ork to reduce 
rising m edical costs, w hich play a part in driving 
up prem ium s. Indeed, skyrocketing m edical

costs is som ething the country needs to w ork on but the 
insurance industry prem ium  increases do require over
sight, plain and simple.

Policym akers attem pted to include such legislation 
in the healthcare bill but that provision w as ultim ately 
cut. Ironically, it w as the threat o f  the rate hike from 
A nthem  that resurrected the healthcare bill. U nfortu
nately, law m akers m ake a grave m istake w hen they let 
the bill pass w ithout this m andate.

I f  they m ove quickly, they have a chance to get it 
right. Requiring insurance com panies to get prior ap
proval before significantly  raising their rates is the best 
approach to m aking sure all that health care reform  
prom ises does not ultim ately fall flat.

Greg Mathis is a retired Michigan District Court 
Judge and syndicated television judge.
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Horace S. Simpson
Barber

For an appointm ent, call: 
(503)734-5312

222 N. K illingsw orth Ave. 
Portland, O r 97211

upscalebarberspa@ yahoo.com

J boyds
Picture Perfect Lawn Landscape

PH (503) 970-5743 
Licensed and Bonded 
LCB 6165

JAMES BOYD
3535 N. Vancouver Ave. 

Portland, OR 97218

State Farm '
Providing Insurance and f in a n c é  Suivîtes 

Home Office. Bloomington, Illinois 61/10

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.
Agent
4946 N Vancouver Avenue Portland. OR 97217 
503 2 8 8 1 1 0 3 fax 503 2861146 
ernie.hili h5m h$$latefarm com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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ABEL
Textured Hair Specialist/Designer

Beautyfirst & Salon
Clackamas Promenade 

8946 SE Sunnyside Road 
Clackamas, O k  97015-7778

503.654.4656 
o r 503.654.5357

Relaxer • Cut-Style • Color 

Availability:
Thurs. 9-3 (after 3 by Appt.)

Saturday 9-3 
Stop by or call for Appointment

Mizani Professional 
Hair care products used 
and sold at this salon

State Farm9
Providing Insurance and financial Services 

Home Office. Bloomington. Illinois 61710

Michael E Harper
tTAtl Agent

W e m oved to 
our new location:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050 
Fax 503-227-8757

Interstate 
D ental C linic

5835 N Interstate Ave, 
Portland, OR 97217

watch video at http:// 
www.yellowpages.com/lnfo- 

2668891/lnterstate-Dental-Cllnlc

(503)946-6273
edwarward2
@ aol.com

website:
www.cosmeticdentalportland.com/

Defaulthtm
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