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Delivering to the Masses
Obama’s urban agenda
by J udge G reg M athis

M uch has been m ade about 
the debate betw een two o f  our 
m ost respected black leaders:
Tavis Sm iley and the Rev. A1 
Sharpton. The two men, both 
activists in their ow n way, d is­
agree on w hether or not Presi­
dent O bam a should openly pursue an ‘urban 
ag en d a’.

Sm iley thinks O bam a should be m ore aggres­
sive in pursuing a black agenda and thinks black 
leaders are being too soft on him. Sharpton 
thinks pushing such a plan w ould put the Presi­
dent in a vulnerable position and that black 
leaders, not the President, should pursue a plan 
for urban im provem ent. Rev. Sharpton is cor­
rect.

Residents o f  urban areas, m any o f  w hom  are

African American, suffer disproportionately from 
m any issues m ainstream  society m ay not: failing 
schools, high dropout rates, lack o f  access to 
quality  and affordable healthcare, poverty, high 
unem ploym ent rates and increasing incarcera­
tion rates. W hile we certainly w ant those w ho 
live in these com m unities to receive increased 
attention and governm ental support, it is not 
realistic.

A m erica  is a co u n try  w ith  a v a rie ty  o f  
peo p le  and  v arie ty  o f  o b stac le s  to  overcom e. 
It is n a ive  to th ink  the P residen t w ou ld  be ab le  
to push  such  an agenda  th rough  C o n g ress  i f  
it is exp la ined  as som eth ing  that w ould  p rim a­
rily  b en efit b lacks. A s a p eop le , w e rep resen t 
ju s t  12 percen t o f  the p o p u la tio n  and w e 
d o n ’t h ave  the  vo tes in C o ngress to get such  
leg is la tio n  th rough . P u rsu ing  a b lack  agenda  
w ould  ren d e r the P residen t in e ffec tiv e  and  he 
w ou ld  no t succeed .

But le t’s be clear: residents in urban areas are

benefiting from the Presiden t’s efforts. W hat 
O bam a is doing w ith his em ploym ent and train­
ing legislation and w hat he did w ith healthcare 
and education w ill undoubtedly affect A frican 
A m ericans. W hile these agendas support the 
entire nation, they will disproportionately  ben­
efit urban residents.

M any o f  our leaders are quick to dism iss the 
P resident’s efforts as not being ‘black enough’. 
They should open their eyes and realize that he 
is delivering to the m asses w hat he prom ised 
w hile also affecting changes in our com m unity. 
A nd h e ’s doing it w hile trying to w ork across 
both political aisles.

A lthough the urban agenda isn ’t obvious, 
the urban benefits are clear. W e should applaud 
and support the President as he w orks and 
recognize that he is, in fact, President o f  the 
entire U nited States o f  A m erica.

Greg Mathis is a retired Michigan District 
Court Judge and syndicated television judge.

Most Protestors were Peaceful
‘I was not a
violent
anarchist’
by L eah G ibson-B lackfeather 

I w as leaving m y graduate-level
c lass  at P o rtland  S ta te  U n iversity  
on M arch 29 to m eet m y b oyfriend  
in the Sm ith  M em orial S tuden t 
U nion . I w as tired  from  a fu ll day 
o f  w ork  and m y first c lass  o f  the 
term  and  ju s t  w an ted  to re lax ; I 
p lanned  to start on som e read in g  
w hile  hav ing  a b ite  to eat.

M y b o y frien d  ca lled  m e as I 
w as w a lk in g  dow n the  s ta irs  -- he 
said , “C om e now ! T here  are  cops 
ev ery w h ere  in the P ark  B lo ck s.” I 
q u ick en ed  m y pace.

F our h ou rs  la ter, I w as being  
ca lled  a “v io len t an a rch is t” on all 
o f  the local new s b ro ad casts

I am  extrem ely disappointed that 
the m a jo rity  o f  local m edia  have 
p o r tr a y e d  th e  p r o te s te r s  th a t  
n igh t as a v io len t g roup  o f  “ a n a r­
c h is ts ,” ra th e r than  w hat w e rea lly  
w ere— a gro u p  m ade up o f  m o stly  
s tu d en ts  and  co n cern ed  co m m u ­
n ity  m em bers.

I w ork  fu ll-tim e  at a large n o n ­

profit o rganization  in Portland. I ’m 
a co n ce rn ed  co m m u n ity  m em ber 
and  a perso n  o f  co lo r. I have re ­
cen tly  becom e aw are  o f  and o u t­
raged  by the e sca la tio n  o f  v io ­
lence and  k illin g s  com m itted  by 
the P ortland  po lice , sp ec ifica lly  
th ose  a ffec tin g  peop le  o f  co lo r 
and th e ir  fam ilies.

T hus, I jo in e d  the  g roup  o f  p ro ­
te ste rs  as th ey  w en t th rough  the 
PSU  cam p u s and  w ere co n tin u ­
a lly  b locked  by m asses o f  p o lice  
o fficers  and rio t cops— even w hen 
w e w ere  ju s t  w a lk in g  on the s id e ­
w alks th ro u g h  the  Park b locks.

A fte r fou r hours o f  stand ing  
and  runn ing  in the rain  w hile  be­
ing chased , pushed , and hassled  
by p o lice  on h o rseb ack , m o to r­
cy c les , b ikes, and in cars, I had 
had enough. 1 d id  not partic ip a te  
in any  v io len ce  o f  any  k ind; I had 
b are ly  even  ra ised  m y vo ice  to 
chan t. I w as s im p ly  there , a qu ie t 
p re sen ce  s tan d in g  w ith  friends 
and fe llow  s tu den ts  in so lidarity .

I w as pushed and harassed by 
cops; I ran from  one police officer 
w ho w as bum ping into people pur­
posefully  w ith his m otorcycle. I 
ducked  as a cop  on ho rseback  
pushed his h o rse ’s face at me w hile 
it w as biting at m y head. W hen 
another police officer shoved me

into the crow d as I w as trying to take 
a picture o f  a cop punching a stu­
dent, I d id n ’t push back.

I n ev er once  saw  o r p a r tic i­
pated  in any  act o f  v io len ce  or 
v an d a lism — besid es  the h a ra ss ­
m e n t th a t  w e re c e iv e d  fro m  
P o rtla n d ’s finest. I d id  w itn ess  a 
m inority  o f  p ro testo rs  w ho pushed  
o v er ga rb ag e  cans and n ew sp a­
per racks; h ow ever, m ost o f  the 
crow d w as p eacefu l and n o n v io ­
lent and even  asked  the m ore  “ex ­
p re ss iv e” p ro te s to rs  no t to d am ­
age any th ing .

O ur dem ands w ere very sim ple: 
M ake the police accountable for 
their actions and require that police 
be review ed by the com m unity, not 
by other officers. The present sys­
tem  is obviously not working. W hen 
your citizens are being attacked by 
officers in the streets, there’s a prob­
lem. W hen peaceful students and 
co m m u n ity  m em bers are being  
physically  harassed for raising their 
v o ic e s  in  r e s o u n d in g  p ro te s t  
against police brutality  and are only 
m et w ith m ore brutality, there is a 
problem.

T here  has been  the su g g estion  
tha t P ortland  cops shou ld  be from  
P o rtlan d — the c ity , not the su b ­
urbs. T h is p ro b ab ly  w ill not a lle ­
v ia te  all o f  the  P o rtland  P o lice

B u re a u ’s p ro b le m s , b u t c o u ld  
defin ite ly  help. M ore involvem ent 
and o v ers ig h t o f  the Independen t 
Police R eview  D iv ision  is ano ther 
good  su g g es tio n . T he p o in t is 
there  are  so lu tions tha t still have 
not ye t been  u tilized .

T his issue no t on ly  a ffec ts  the 
c ity ’s hom eless o r A frican-A m eri­
can co m m u n ity — it a ffec ts  all o f  
P o rtla n d ’s c itizens. I am  N ative 
A m erican  and have been  involved  
in research  done by the N o rth ­
w e s t A rea  F o u n d a tio n  w h ich  
found  tha t ap p ro x im ate ly  42 p e r­
cen t o f  N ative  peop le  in P ortland  
h av e  su ffe re d  v io le n c e  at the  
hands o f  po lice . Just recen tly , a 
N ative w om an w as b ru tally  beaten 
by p o lice  and  cam e to m y o rg a n i­
zation  fo r help.

There is a problem  and it d o esn ’t 
ju s t  a ffec t one g roup  o r race o f  
peop le: it is a ffec tin g  us all.

I f  you  are  a co n ce rn ed  c itizen , 
p lease  find a w ay to  ex p ress  yo u r 
concern  and stand  in so lid a rity  
w ith  us— w e can ach iev e  so m uch 
m ore w hen w e w ork  tog e th er. I f  
you  are  not a co n cern ed  c itizen , 
you  shou ld  be. A nd i f  you  are  a 
m em ber o f  the m ed ia , p lease  tell 
them  the tru th . It is y o u r jo b .

Leah Gibson-Blackfeather is
from Portland.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2011

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

A sm all d istance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway' Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services)-. $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00
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To Place Your Classified Advertisement
Contact:

Phone: 503-288-0033 
Fax: 503-288-0015

e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Siain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

mailto:classifieds@portlandobserver.com

