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Buying a Home? Buy Smart
Successful 
couple found 
resources

T h e  h o u s in g  m a rk e t h as  
ch an g ed  en o rm o u sly . But the 
d esire  fo r hom es and  the need  
fo r h o u sin g  h a sn ’t.

F or new  h om eow ners  Paul 
and  V alery  M ann they  the b o t­
tom  line  w as hav in g  a gam e 
p lan . L ast year, the coup le  a t­
tended a public hom eow nership  
w o rk sh o p  sp o n so red  by R ose 
C o m m u n ity  D ev elo p m en t to 
learn  all they  co u ld  abou t the  
h o m e  b u y in g  p r o c e s s  a n d  
w on  a free  ra ffle  fo r a $4 ,000  
h o m e b u y e r s ’ a s s i s t a n c e  
g ran t.

T oday , the M a n n th e y ’s are 
en jo y in g  th e ir new  hom e, a 
sho rt d is tan ce  aw ay  from  the 
S p rin g w ate r C o rrid o r in sou th-

Paul and Valery Mannthey and their children moved 
into their new home last year in southeast Portland 

thanks to the help they received from ROSE Community
Development, a non-profit housing resource and a 
$4,000 grant they won by attending a homeownership 
workshop during a community home ownership fair.

east Portland . T he in te rio r o f  
th e ir hom e is spacious and w ell 
su ited  to th e ir fam ily  size.

Paul p roud ly  po in ts  ou t the 
im provem en ts they  m ade to 
the hom e a fte r they  m oved  in, 
inc lud ing  som e rep a in tin g  and 
rep lac in g  ap p lian ces and  light 
fix tures to m atch  th e ir personal 
taste . V alery  is so ft-sp o k en  bu t 
sm iles w ide ly  as w e ta lk  abou t 
w hat they  like in th e ir  house. 
W hen I ask  to take  a p h o to  o f  
them  in th e ir favo rite  room , 
Paul responds “A ll o f  them , 
because  they  all a re ” .

T his is Paul and  V a le ry ’s 
first hom e. T hey  had  p rev i­
ously  been  ren ting , bu t k n o w ­
ing th a t they  w an ted  to expand

th e ir  fam ily  and  try  to save a 
l i t t l e  b i t  o f  m o n e y , 
h o m eo w n ersh ip  w as the an ­
sw er.

Paul said w hen he attended 
the East Portland H om eow ner­
ship Fair in 2009. “ I had so m uch 
in fo rm ation . P am phle ts, b ro ­
chures, business cards, ju st a ton 
o f  stuff.”

H e knew  tha t there  w as a 
g ran t d raw ing  fo r $4 ,000  but 
look ing  a ro u n d  at the  large 
room  filled  w ith  hund reds o f  
peop le , he c o u ld n 't  im agine 
w hat the  odds w ere  tha t he 
w ould  be one o f  the g ran t fi­
na lists. “ W hen m y nam e w as 
ca lled , I w as sh o c k ed ,” he re ­
called .

Homeownership 
Fair Coming Soon

Looking for the tools you need 
to buy and preserve a hom e? 
The fifth annual East Portland 
H om eow nership  Fair on Satur­
day, A pril 24, from  10 a.m .-2 
p.m . at R on R ussell M iddle  
School, 3955 S.E. 112th A ve., 
ju s t south o f  Pow ell B oulevard, 
w ill be full o f  inform ation de­
signed for new  hom ebuyers and 
those w ho w ish to buy.

The free event, sponsored by 
the non-profit Rose C om m unity  
D evelopm ent Corp., w ill bring 
you face to face w ith realtors, 
lenders, hom e-buying counselors 
and o ther businesses.

H om e-buying and hom e-own-

ership w orkshops w ill cover a 
w ide range o f  topics, ranging 
from  “Steps to H om eow nership” 
to  “ Im p ro v in g  Y o u r C re d it 
Score” and “ foreclosure preven­
tion”

I

The highlight o f  the day will be 
a f re e  r a f f le  fo r  a $ 4 ,0 0 0  
H om ebuyer’s A ssistance Grant. 
The prize will be available only 
to those attend the w orkshops 
presented that day.

T ran sla to rs  fo r those  w ho 
speak Spanish, Russian, V iet­
nam ese and M andarin will be 
available. In addition, there will 
be ch ild ren ’s ac tiv ities, door 
prizes and a free lunch.
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