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GOP Antics Signal its Demise
They stand against everything Obama suggests
by D onald Kaul

H ere 's  the q u e s­
tion o f  the day: Do 
we really  need a Re­
publican Party? And 
if  so, w hy?

O nce the party o f  
giants like A braham  Lincoln, 
T e d d y  R o o s e v e lt ,  D w ig h t 
E is e n h o w e r , a n d  N e lso n  
Rockefeller, it's now  led by po ­
litical L illipu tians like M itch 
M cC onnell, John B oehner and 
John M cCain.

O nce the party o f  the anti­
s la v e ry  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l  
m ovem ents, it has becom e the 
anti-im m igrant, anti-civil rights 
Party o f  No, backw ards-looking 
and obstructionist.

In the health-care debate, it 
sided w ith the insurance com pa­
nies.

In the fight for the reform  o f  
our financial system , it supports 
the banks and W all S treet finan­
ciers.

We Must Monitor Armed Militias
Danger from 
extremist groups 
far from over
by J udge G reg M athis

Last w eek, the federal 
governm ent arrested sev­
eral m em bers o f  a M id­
w est m ilitia  who allegedly  
planned to kill a M ichigan police officer 
then w reak havoc at his funeral by a ttack­
ing those who attended. T heir goal? To 
jum p-sta rt a w ar against the federal gov­
ernm ent.

W hile these individuals are in custody 
and w ill soon have their day in court, the 
danger that groups like them  present is far 
from  over.

A ccording to the Southern Poverty Law 
C enter, an organization  that tracks hate 
groups, the num ber o f  radical extrem ist 
groups has trip led over the last year. The
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On environm ental and 
energy issues, it backs the 
polluters and the extrac­
tion industries.

A t every  turn o f  the 
road for the past 30 years 
the G O P has favored the 

rich over the poor, the few  over 
the m any. D uring that tim e, the 
party has never seen a w ar or 
elite privilege it didn't like.

A nd now, it seem s to have 
lost its grasp on reality.

The reaction o f  R epublicans 
and their m edia m outhpieces to 
the passage o f  President Barack 
O bam a's historic health-care bill 
has been nothing short o f  hys­
terical.

In truth, there 's nothing that 
the D em ocrats or O bam a could 
have done to win the coopera­
tion o f  any R epublican, let alone 
a significant num ber o f  them .

T he G O P is com m itted  to 
standing together against every­
thing O bam a suggests. R epubli­

governm ent m ust dedicate resources to 
m onitoring such activ ities and w ork to 
keep citizens safe.

O ver the last several decades, m ilitias 
have been know n to carry out param ilitary 
train ing  in rural areas; they train their 
m em bers so that they are ready to engage 
in war. M any o f  these groups hold true an 
ex trem e ideology, w hether it be w hite 
s u p re m a c is t  o r  a n ti -g o v e rn m e n t ;  
oftentim es, these view s are based on some 
tw isted idea o f  Christianity .

D o m e s tic  te r r o r i s t s  lik e  T im o th y  
M cV eigh, who was responsible  for the 
1995 bom bing o f  a federal build ing  in 
O klahom a w here 168 people w ere killed, 
and others have expressed sim ilar v iew ­
points and, at one point or another, a ligned 
them selves w ith these radical groups. I f  
the governm ent put more energy into m oni­
toring the activ ities o f  the m em bers, v io ­
lence could be prevented.

This is not a call for the government to 
infringe on the rights o f  individuals to gather

cans think that is the path to 
victory in the com ing elections.

And it m ay well be. The Am eri­
can people are fam ous for pun­
ishing politicians who do the right 
thing. W hen Lyndon Johnson, in 
an alm ost unprecedented act o f  
political courage, got his civil 
rights legislation through C on­
gress in the 1960s, he knew  it 
was going to cost the D em o­
crats their hold on the South. 
And it did. W hen Bill C linton 
passed the tax increase that set 
the stage for the greatest eco­
nom ic boom  the nation has ever 
seen, he did it w ith hardly a 
single Republican vote. A nd in 
the next election the R epubli­
cans took over the House.

That trick m ight w ork again, 
but I don't think so.

For one thing, these R epubli­
can s  a re n 't  s e r io u s  p e o p le ; 
they're a bunch o f  clow ns. W hile 
the health-care votes w ere go­
ing on, they w andered out on the

C apitol's balcony and played to 
the tea party  m ob outside, ho ld­
ing up placards like cheerlead­
ers at a hom ecom ing rally.

For another, the m odem  R e­
publican Party—having w orked 
to w in the support o f  w hite  
southerners in the afterm ath o f  
d e seg reg a tio n -is  built on the 
ruins o f  an ideology that w ould 
deny equal rights to all. It's ro t­
ten at the core.

It's alm ost laughable to see 
angry R epublicans warn D em o­
crats about going against the 
public will.

The G O P is a party that has 
lost the popular vote to the D em o­
crats in four o f  the past five 
presidential elections, and yet it 
has the nerve to claim  to know  
the public 's will.

I f  there 's any justice  in the 
w orld, the Republicans are go­
ing the w ay o f  the W hig Party.

Bon voyage.
M inuteman M edia colum ­

nist Donald Kaul lives in Ann 
Arbor, Mich.

and express their views. Rather, the govern­
ment needs to correctly identify organiza­
tions that pose a real threat to the safety o f  the 
people. We want our leaders to focus their 
energies on legitimate domestic terrorists 
and work to put an end to their violent plans.

A dditionally , the governm ent m ust ad­
dress the factors that foster hate and allow  
such groups to thrive. Econom ic depres­
sion, easy access to w eapons in certain  
areas o f  the country and lack o f  under­
standing o f  different cultures, races and 
relig ions all play a part. E lected officials 
certain ly  cannot control or im pact all o f  
these but jo b  creation, com m unity-based 
diversity  and sensitiv ity  training and real 
gun control laws can help.

In th is recen t case , the governm ent 
intervened in tim e and saved lives. I f  e f­
forts are. m ade to stop the grow th o f  these 
extrem ist groups, we may not have such a 
close call in the future.

Greg Mathis is a retired Michigan District 
Court judge and syndicated television judge.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2011

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services 

Minimum Service CHG 
$45.00

A sm all distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 sm all Hallw ay)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallw ay Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Orientai Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Orientai Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
A dditional $ 10.00 each area 

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $109-$139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $ 5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• A rea & O riental Rug 
Cleaning
• A uto/Boat/RV  C leaning
• D eodorizing & Pet 
O dor Treatm ent
• Spot & Stain 
Rem oval Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• M inor W ater D am age 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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