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Too many teams
fail students |,

BY MArC H. MoORIAL

Colleges prepare all
year for the lucrative
chance to send a team to
the basketball champion-
ship tournament com-
monly known as “March
Madness.” But, when it comes to
making sure that student-athletes
are academically prepared for the
game of life, madness quickly turns
to insanity.

In response to the low gradua-
tion rates in some college basketball
programs, and the widening gap
between degrees earned by white
andblack players, Secretary of Edu-
cation Arne Duncan recently pro-
posed that NCAA teams that fail to
graduate at least 40 percent of their
players not be eligible for post-sea-
son competition.

B N R S T R R T S R S R T S S R A R T

Keep the Madness, End the Insanity

Duncan’s modest proposal cau-
tiously moves the ball forward, but
I am suggesting a bolder
play that moves us closer to
areal victory. | propose that
B schools failing to graduate
at least 80 percent of their
athletes not only be ineli-
gible for post-season play,
but lose all of their athletic
scholarships.

Too many colleges are putting
big money sports over the educa-
tion of their student-athletes. A
total of 12 teams in this year’s
tournament would have been ruled
ineligible under Duncan’s pro-
posal and many more under my
proposal.

While there has been a slight
increase in graduation rates for bas-
ketball players in recent years, there
is a growing gap between black and
white players. Overall, 84 percent of
white basketball players graduate,
compared with just 56 percent of

black players - a 28 percent gap that
has grown by four points since last
year. This is an unacceptable dis-
parity, revealing the urgent need for
more academic support for black
athletes.

Education has always been the
indispensable source of empower-
ment for African Americans. It is
even more important today as we
prepare to meet the growing com-
petitive challenges of the global
economy.

That is why, as part of our cen-
tennial year “I Am Empowered”
campaign, the National Urban
League has issued a national chal-
lenge that every child is ready for
college, work and life by the year
2015. That includes scores of col-
lege basketball players who, prop-
erly prepared, have a better chance
of becoming professional doctors,
lawyers or businessmen than stars
in the NBA.

We need more schools like

Georgetown, Duke and Notre
Dame, whose high graduation
rates for both black and white ath-
letes, demonstrate they have
struck the right balance between
academics and sports. And as
Secretary Duncan, himself a
former Harvard basketball player,

said, “We need more coaches like_ -

Eddie Robinson, the legendary
football coach at Grambling, who
used to walk through the dorm
banging a cowbell before dawn to
get his players up and out to class.
Eighty percent of Eddie
Robinson’s players, over a period
of many decades, graduated.”

By requiring all schools to meet
Eddie’s 80 percent standard, we
could go along way towards raising
graduation rates while keeping the
madness and ending the insanity in
college basketball.

chief executive officer of the Na-
tional Urban League.
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Marc H. Morial is president and | Odor Treatment

Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

_' Minimum Service CHG.

$45.00

A small distance/travel charge |
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING |

more $30.00 Each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

(Hallway Extra) |

| Stairs (12-16 stairs - With |

Other Services): $25.00

|
Area/Oriental Rugs: 1[
$25.00 Minimum [
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00

Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109-$139 |

Chair or Recliner:

$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00 |

ADDITIONAL

SERVICES
* Area & Oriental Rug

Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning

N

* Spot & Stain

| Removal Service

* Scotchguard Protection

| * Minor Water Damage
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER |
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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