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’\ New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2008

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)

- $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic
Area * Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs)
$25.00 (With Other

Services)

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL

SERVICES

* Area & Oriental

Rug Cleaning

* Auto/Boat/RV

Cleaning

* Deodorizing & Pet

Odor Treatment

* Spot & Stain

Removal Service

* Scotchguard

Protection

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa
$79.00
Loveseat
$59.00
Sectional
$109 - $139
Chair or Recliner
$35 - $49
Throw Pillows
$5.00

(With Other Services)

~

See Flyers for
Additional Prices
Call For Appointment

(503) 281-3949

Job of the year”

March 17, 2010

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

Thanks to the Academy:

BY STACEY PATTON

First, I'd like to thank
members of the Acad-
emy for not awarding a
slew of Oscars to what
New York Press film
critic Armond White
called “the biggest con
Pre-
cious: Based on the
novel Push by Sapphire.

Call me a hater.  don’t care!

I’m thrilled that director Lee
Daniel’s blockbuster hit did not win
big at the Oscars.

Though the gritty film was nomi-
nated in six categories, it earned two
Oscars — one for best adapted
screenplay, and Mo’Nique took the
prize for best supporting actress.

[ give big props to Mo’Nique and
Gabourey Sidibe for their courage
and skill playing such harrowing
roles. As one of my writer friends
pointed out, when you are a black
artist navigating Hollywood, some-
times you enter the door that’s open.
But while a parade of critics have
heralded Precious for its triumph of
social realism, italso crammedall the
worst pathologies and stereotypes
of urban poor black people into one
film.

Scenes like the morbidly obese,
twice-pregnant, illiterate teen run-
ning through the streets of Harlem
while stuffing herself with a bucket
of stolen fried chicken was a throw-
back to racist depictions from the
antebellum South.

Daniels’ filmalso depicted blacks
as stupid, hypersexual, primitive,
filthy, unhealthy, criminal, abusive,
lazy, and violent. Need I say more
about this perpetuation of toxic
themes?

AsIwatched the glitzy and glam-
orous awards ceremony I cringed
when Mo’Nique won. It’s not that
don’t think she deserved her award.
[ didn’t want the content of the film
to be celebrated.

In her acceptance speech
Mo’Nique said: “I would like to thank

 al
¢

the Academy for showing

that it can be about the

performance and not the
. politics.”

But Mo’Nique forgets
that when it comes to films
portraying black folks, the

' white-dominated Holly-
1 wood industry has con-
sistently proven itself to

I’m thrilled ‘Precious’ didn’t win big

role as Leticia Musgrove, yet an-
other Lee Daniels’ film where ablack
mother at times abuses her morbidly
obese black child who ends up dy-
ing.

The black fathers in both films are
good-for-nothings and are killed off,
Berry’s graphic sex scene with the
racist character played by Billy Bob
Thomton stirred a great deal of dis-

HERE AT THE OSCARS

WE APPRECIATE ANY
FILM THAT DEPICTS
BLACKS AS IGNORANT

‘PRECIOUS'

PRIMITIVE, ILLITERATE,
POOR, DIRTY, LAZY,
CRIMINAL, ABUSIVE,

UNHEALTHY AND LAST
BUT NOT LEAST - VIOLENT.

TO OUR DELIGHT,

CRAMMED ALL OF THESE
INGREDIENTS INTO

1 FILm!

be an anachronism, never separat-
ing politics, race and stereotypes
from our stories.

Mo’Nique won forplayingalazy,
heartless welfare mother who sexu-
ally and physically abuses her own
child.

Sidibe, the film’s main protago-
nist, became the first black woman
to be nominated for best actress
since Halle Berry wonin 2001 for her

cussion among African Americans.

The point is that even though
more black actors and actresses are
being nominated and winning at the
Academy Awards, the kinds of roles
they are cast for don’t seem to be
evolving. Audiences are still bom-
barded by distressing images that
some have praised for their inspira-
tional messages, redemptive quali-
ties, and for providing Americans

with glimpses inside worlds some of
us never encounter or don’t want.

Films like Precious might provoke
moral outrage and get people talking
about important issues like child
abuse and rape. But do they really
help us understand that kind of suf-
fering as well as the social contextand
strictures that breed such violations
of vulnerable people?

Or do they simply reproduce ste-
reotypes and cast blacks, the poor,

and other people pushed to the mar-
gins as hapless victims with no fu-
ture?

Stacey Patton is senior editor of
The Defenders Online and writer

Jor The NAACP Legal Defense and

Educational Fund. Cartoonist
Kevin Eason lives in New Jersey
where he covers news events in
politics, entertainment, sports and
more.
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