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Portland Shooting Hits Nerve

continued M from Front

meet with Jackson.

Sharpton, whose National Ac-
tion Network has opened an inves-
tigation into the incident, is likely
planning a visit to Portland to raise
awareness,

Last week, a grand jury did not
indict Ronald Frashour, the officer
who shot Campbell with an AR-15
rifle. The officer told authorities he
thought Campbell was reaching for

a weapon,

Although the grand jury found
that Frashour acted within the law,
itissued a scathing letter criticizing
the Police Bureauand how it handled
the incident at the Sandy Terrace
apartments.

“We know something went terri-
bly, terribly wrong at Sandy Terrace
and that Aaron Campbell should
not have died that day,” the letter
read.

['he grand jury found fault in the
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Police Bureau for not giving its of-
ficers the appropriate kind of train-
ing or developing more appropriate
policies for such an incident.

“However, the charter of the
grand jury does not include indict-
ing or censuring the Portland Police
Bureau,” continued the letter.

I'he grand jury also faulted offic-
ers for not communicating better
during the incident, mentioning that
Frashour wasn’t kept up to date on
negotiations with Campbell, who
was reportedly suicidal from the
death of his brother that day and
acting erratically. Additionally, it
questioned why police didn’t bring
insomeone trained to deal with some-
one experiencing a crisis.

“If ever there were a case that
required specially trained individu-
als and required handling with kid
gloves, this was one,” the letter

read.

In response, Police Chief Rosie
Sizer released a statement reiterat-
ing that the incident was under in-
vestigation, and thanking the grand
jury for their “commitment to this
process.”

Dan
Saltzman has plans to evaluate the

Police Commissioner

reau.

On Thursday, about 100 people
gathered on the steps of the Justice
Center downtown with a clear mes-
sage to elected officials: Police are
killing people with impunity and you
will lose our support unless you

address our concerns.

In the end, it's not about black and
white. It's about wrong and right, and

this is not right.

training police officers receive to
better handle people in a crisis. He
also said he would take steps to
make mental health workers more
accessible to police officers.

The shooting has also prompted
local leaders to demand that City

Hall introduce greater measures of

accountability into the Police Bu-
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*“They continue to be the only
force that I know that has never
done anything wrong,” said Rev. T
Allen Bethel, of the Albina Ministe-
rial Alliance.

Bethel told the crowd that he was
tired of police actions being justified
that because they were following
protocol, and demanded elected offi-
cials change Police Bureau policies.

“If you do not want to help us we
know how to help you pack your
bags and find something else to
do,” was the message he had for
City Council.

Rev. Leroy Haynes, read aread a
statement signed by 32
that called for the grand jury pro-
ceedings to be made public and for
the state Legislature to revisit its
use of deadly force laws.

Another rally is scheduled for
Friday, Feb. 19, starting at 3 p.m.
at Pioneer Courthouse Square,
downtown, and proceeding to
Portland State University at 3:30
p.m. in front of Smith Hall. The
demonstration is then scheduled
to last until 6 p.m.
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