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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views o f the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2008

Martin 
Cleaning
Service

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

Carpet Cleaning 
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic 
Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs)
$25.00 (With Other 
Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: 
Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental 
Rug Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV 
Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard 
Protection

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 

Sofa 
$79.00 
Loveseat 
$59.00 
Sectional 
$109-$139

¿JcS* Chair or Recliner 
It T $35 - $49 
/  Throw Pillows

$5.00
(With Other Sendees)

See Flyers for 
Additional Prices 

Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

%

AMERICAN PRIDE ¡/QMtoe ih qtimO
NEWS IT E M :
BeiotH© &WSS o>. sets contract 

TÖ PROVIDE WINDOWPANES fo R T M E  
NEW WoRt-D TRADE CENTER BDÌUÀNG-.

Can’t Americans Make Glass?
Seeing China from the new World Trade Center
by J im H ightower

You can knock us 
Americans down, but 
you can ’t keep us 
down.

For example, the 
twin towers o f the 
World Trade Center
in New York City were crashed to 
the ground on 9/11. But now, a 
new tower is rising from those 
very ashes-a soaring steel and 
glass monument to the American 
spirit, a powerful symbol o f our 
national resilience.

Well-except for the glass. A com­
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pany named Beij ing Glass got 
the government contract to 
provide the window panes 
that’ll cover the first 20 sto­
ries o f the tower. Yes, the 
monument to our national 
spirit is being sheathed with 
made-in-China glass.

What? Can’t American’s make 
glass? O f course we can, but our 
biggest corporations, like Coming 
Incorporated and Guardian Indus­
tries, have been quietly and quickly 
moving their production and our 
jobs to China.

In just the past nine years, 30

percent o f these jobs have been 
lost. “Those who’re looking through 
the rearview mirror waiting for the 
glass industry to come back,” snorts 
the chairman o f Guardian, “should 
know it isn’t going to come back.” 
Indeed, Guardian now employs more 
workers in its 36 foreign plants than 
it does here.

Well, chirp the usual flock of 
free-trade economists, it’s all about 
China providing “economies of 
scale” for manufacturers. Hogwash.

The g lass  in d u s try ’s rush 
abroad is all about getting cheap 
labor and massive subsidies from
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the Chinese government. For ex­
ample, shipping heavy glass from 
Beijing to Manhattan would be 
prohibitively expensive-except 
that China subsidizes the trans­
portation.

This isn’t free trade, it’s a raw 
deal. There should be a stiff tariff on 
all subsidized glass coming from 
China-and the new World Trade 
tower is so symbolically important 
that every inch of it should be Ameri­
can made.

For more information, contact the 
United Steelworkers glass industry 
department at usw.org.

Jim Hightower is a columnist for  
minutemanmedia. org.
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