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Planned Parenthood will celebrate a grand opening on Sunday of its new regional health center at 
3727 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Planned Parenthood Opens
Health center 
drew opposition

Planned  P aren thood  p lans to 
o ffic ia lly  open the doors S unday 
to its new  health  c lin ic  on N o rth ­
east M artin L uther K ing Jr. B oule­
vard.

Liz D elapoer, spokesperson for 
organization ’s Columbia W i I lamette 
chapter, said the new facility will 
m eet a grow ing dem and for fam ily 
planning and w om en’s healthcare 
services.

P lanned  P aren thood  had c lin ­
ics on N ortheast F rem ont S treet 
and 15th A venue and S ou theast 
Pow ell B oulevard  and 50th  A v­
enue, but w as g e ttin g  m axed out 
on space , she said . The new  c lin ic

w in HUU5C oom  a u m m is ira u v e  
o ffices  and clin ical serv ices, in­
c lu d in g  a b o r t io n  w h ic h  h a s  
caused regu lar p ro tests from  ab o r­
tion  opponen ts.

D elapoer explained that there 
w ere only so m any locations they 
could build a new clinic, and the 
M artin Luther King Boulevard site 
m ade sense because it is centrally 
located in Northeast Portland and is 
on the No. 6 bus line.

But not everyone is com fortable 
w ith where the clinic is situated.

The Portland Com m unity M us­
lim Center, right next door, isn’t keen 
on having a clinic that offers abor­
tions in such close vicinity.

In December, Muhammad Najieb, 
the imam o f  the center, told the Port­
land O bserver that he felt like the

p iu jc v i w as lauroaueo  m rougn tv 
the Portland Developm ent Com m is 
sion which helped finance the con 
struction.

Najieb said he abortion issue was 
a big reason the center was plan­
ning on m oving and constructing a 
new mosque on North V ancouver in 
the Hum boldt N eighborhood.

Only 5 percent o f  all services 
offered by Planned Parenthood are 
abortions, said Delapoer. The orga­
nization offers contraception, HPV 
vaccinations, breast and cervical 
cancer examinations, STD treatment 
and prevention, and counseling, she 
explained.

M any o f  Planned Parenthood 
c 1 ients are low-income who are grate­
ful for the inexpensive or free ser­
vices, added Delapoer.

Crime Fund Shorts Victims
by R ebekah Belle 
T he Portland O bserver

O regon is behind in com pensat­
ing victim s o f  crimes.

In 1977, the O regon  C rim es 
V ic tim ’s Com pensation Program  
was enacted as a w ay to ease the 
financial losses o f  victim s o f  violent 
crimes.

In an audit recently released by 
the Oregon Audits Division, it found 
that in m any instances restitution is 
not being provided because district 
attorneys lack the resources to fully 
investigate victim  Josses.

Because the state D epartm ent o f  
Justice, w hich oversees v ic tim s’ 
rights, also has reduced victim ’s 
rights services due to budgetary 
reasons, victim s are often left uni­
form ed and up against unknow n 
obstacles.

Studies show that the longer a 
person w aits to get financial help or 
treatm ent for their injuries, the cost 
dram atically  increases.

The victim ization doesn ’t stop 
w hen the actual crim e is over. It m ay 
take years for the person to recover 
mentally or financially from the crime

if at all. V isiting psychologists, 
physical therapy specialists, and 
doctors is not cheap.

A copy o f  O regon 's  crim e v ic ­
tim  com pensa tion  c laim  a p p lic a ­
tion can be ob ta ined  o n line  at 
o reg o n crim ev ic tim srig h ts .o rg  or 
by calling 503-378-5348 or by w rit­
ing C rim e V ictim s' C om pensation  
P rogram , D epartm en t o f  Ju stice , 
1162 Court St. NE, Salem, OR 97301. 
An ap p lica tion  can a lso  be o b ­
ta ined  from  yo u r local D istric t 
A tto rney 's  V ictim  A ssistance  P ro ­
gram

oregoncrimevictimsrights.org

