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and the limitations of the world's
governments. Expectations ex-
ceeded what money, will and mili-
tary mighthave beenable to achieve
SO far in the face of unimaginable
calamity.

Rescue groups continue to work,
even though time is running out for
those buried by the quake. A Mexi
can team created after that nation's
1985 earthquake rescued Ena Zizi,
69. She had survived a week buried
in the ruins of the residence of Haiti's
Roman Catholic archbishop, who
died. Other teams pulled two women
from a collapsed university build
Ing.

But most efforts are focused on
getting aid to survivors

‘We
clothes, we need ey erything. I don't

need so much. Food,
know whose responsibility it is, but

they us something

need to give

soon, said Sophia Eltime, a 29-year
old mother of two who has been
living under a bedsheet with seven
members of herextended family. She
said she had not eaten since Jan. 12.
[tis not just Haitians questioning
why aid has been so slow for victims
of one of the worst earthquakes in
history 200,000
dead. 250,000 injured and 1.5 million

homeless. Officials in France and

an estimated

Brazil and aid groups such as Doc-
tors Without Borders have com-
plained of bottlenecks, skewed pri-
orities and acrippling lack of leader-
ship and coordination.

“Tens of thousands of earth-
quake victims need emergency sur-
gical care now!" said a press release
from Partners in Health, co-founded
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Noarfy 2OO evacuees crowd into a C- 1 7 G:‘obemasrer at the Pon‘ Au Pnnce afrporf in Ha;rr for a flight to Or!ando F!a The evacuees
were Americans, visa holders and Haitians with children or parents in the U.S.

by Dr. Paul Farmer, the deputy U.N.
envoy to Haiti. "Our medical direc-
tor has estimated that 20,000 people
are dying each day who could be
saved by surgery."
Governments have pledged
nearly $1 billion in aid, and thou-
sands of tons of food and medical
supplies have been shipped. But
much remains trapped in ware-
houses, diverted to the neighbor-

ing Dominican Republic, orleft hov-
ering in the air. The nonfunctioning
seaport and impassable roads com-
plicate efforts to get aid to the
people.

Aidisbeing turned back from the
single-runway airport, where the
U.S. military has come under criti-
cism for poorly prioritizing flights,
although the U.S. Air Force said
Tuesday it had raised the facility's
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daily capacity from 30 flights before
the quake to 180 on Tuesday.

"We're doing everything in our
power to speed aid to Haiti as fast as
humanly possible," said Gen. Dou-
glas Fraser, head of U.S. Southern
Command. .

The World Food Program said
more than 250,000 ready-to-eat food
rations had been distributed in Haiti
by Tuesday, only a fraction of the 3
million people thought to be in des-
perate need. There have been anec-
dotal stories of starvation among
the old and infirm, but apparently no
widespread starvation — yet.

The WFP said it needs to deliver
100 million ready-to-eat rations in the
next 30 days. Based on pledges from
the United States, Italy and Denmark,
it has 16 million in the pipeline.

So far, international relief efforts
have been unorganized, disjointed
and insufficient to help a people in
need of such basics as food, water
and medical care. Doctors Without
Borders says urgently needed sur-
gical equipment and drugs have
been turned away five times, even
though the agency received advance
authorization to land.

"It's frustrating to see planes land-
ing, officials coming in and military
planes coming in, carrying military
personnel and their supplies,”
Marie-Noelle Rodrigue, the group's
deputy operations manager, said
from Paris. "We see there are priori-
ties being given but don't under-
stand on what grounds."

French Cooperation Minister
Alain Joyandet went as far as de-
manding a U.N. investigation into

U.S. aid efforts, although his boss,
President Nicolas Sarkozy, de-
fended the U.S. on Tuesday, as did
the United Nations. U.N. spokes-
woman Elisabeth Byrs credited the
U.S. withbringing in great amounts
of aid and expertise, and said the
airport wouldn'tbe working without
U.S. military help.

U.S. defense officials acknowl-
edgedbottlenecks, butsaid they have
been working aggressively to elimi-
nate them. They note that many mili-
tary flights also carry aid, and White
House spokesman Tommy Vietorsaid
thatby Monday, fewer than a third of
flights into Haiti were U.S. military.

About 2,200 Marines established
abeachhead west of Port-au-Prince
on Tuesday to help speed aid deliv-
ery, in addition to 9,000 already on
the ground. Lt. Cmdr. Walter
Matthews, a U.S. military spokes-
man, said helicopters were ferrying
aid from the airport into Port-au-
Prince and the nearby town of Jacmel
as fast as they can.

The U.N. was sending in rein-
forcements as well: The Security
Council voted Tuesday to add 2,000
peacekeepers to the 7,000 already in
Haiti, and 1,500 more police to the
2,100-strong international force.

"The floodgates for aid are start-
ing to open," Matthews said at the
airport. "Inthe first few days, you're
limited by manpower, but we're start-
ing to bring people in."

The WFP's Alain Jaffre said the
U.N. organization was starting to
findits stride after distribution prob-
lems, and hoped to help 100,000
people by Wednesday.




