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Israel B ayer, S tree t R o o ts ’ d i­
recto r, said  that his o rg an iza tion  
looks to  M artin  L u th er K ing Jr. as 
an ex am p le  o f  how  to  engage  
peo p le  on  issues facing  the ind i­
gen t, and  often  fram es poverty  in 
the sam e m oral te rm s as the civil 
righ ts icon.

“ I th ink  that as an o rg an iza tion  
w e look at h im  as a  m en to r in the 
w ay he lived  his life,” said  B ayer.
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It takes one mind 
to have a dream,

and many hands to shape it.
It has been nearly 50 years since M artin  Luther King Jr. shared his 
vision fo r a gentler, more harm onious w orld . Today, his words 
continue to  inspire us all.

A t Providence, w e 're  proud to  be part o f our Portland com m unities, 
as a caregiver and an employer. We believe every life  touches all 
those around it. And the best way to  fu lf i l l  a dream is to  share it 
fo r a life tim e .
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A t abou t an y  g iven  tim e, SR  
has about 5 0  to  70  vendors, e x ­
p la in ed  B ayer, w h o  range  from  
peo p le  w h o ’ve long  been  h o m e­
less to  o thers  w h o  have ju s t re ­
cen tly  ex p erien ced  a c ris is  and  
need  som e incom e.

T he  p ap er sells fo r a  do llar. 
V endors k eep  75 p ercen t o f  the 
p rofit, w hich  they  typ ica lly  use to  
buy food, pay  m edical b ills, o r  get 
housing.

B ay er ex p la in ed  that vendors
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Street Roots Director Israel Bayer proudly displays a 
copy of his paper in his Old Town office. He's been with 
the paper since its inception 10 years ago.

d ev e lo p  a  m u ch -n eed ed  sense  o f  
se lf-w o rth  from  earn in g  m oney . 
H e a lso  said  tha t the  p ap er he lps 
d eep en  the  genera l p u b lic ’s u n ­
d e rs tan d in g  o f  h o m elessness.

M any vendors establish a  consis­
tent spot to sell the paper, often near 
a  grocery store o r a  busy street 
com er. T heir regular presence helps 
them  develop a  rapport w ith repeat 
custom ers, w hich B ayer said helps 
people understand that the hom eless 
aren ’t ju s t “bum s,” but real people 
w ith their ow n stories.

“O u r goa l is to  ch an g e  the  w ay  
people  th ink  about hom elessness,” 
sa id  B ayer.

L eo  R hodes, a  ho m eless  m an  
w h o  sells the p ap e r o u ts id e  T rad e r 
J o e ’s in the  H o lly w o o d  D istric t 
an d  serves on  S R ’s board , said  
that he has rep ea t cu sto m ers  w h o  
tell h im  th a t the co n ten t o f  the 
paper, w h ich  has a  heav y  focus on  
po v erty , an d  th e ir in te rac tion  w ith  
h im  have c h an g ed  h o w  they  p e r­
ce iv e  h o m elessness.

‘ ‘A m an ’ s got to w ork,’ ’ he added, 
describing how  the paper has given 
him  a  m uch-needed income.

B ayer, w h o  hails from  w hat he 
d esc rib es  as a  “very  b lue  c o lla r” 
b ack g ro u n d  in so u thern  Illino is, 
w as w an d erin g  a im less ly  across 
the  co u n try  in the 1990s b efo re  
en d in g  up  in P ortland , w here  he 
go t invo lved  w ith  S R  ju s t  as it w as 
g e ttin g  started .

A t the  tim e, it w as a  scragg ly  
an d  th in  pub lica tion , full o f  po em s 
fro m  p eo p le  on  the  s tree t an d

ra n ts  a g a in s t  th e  in ju s tic e  o f  
h o m elessn ess .

B u t o v e r  the  y ears , S R  has 
s tead ily  p ro fess io n a lized  its c o n ­
tent. A n  O reg o n ian  page  d e sig n e r 
v o lu n tee red  to  h e lp  w ith  layout. It 
a lso  sc rap p ed  to g e th e r the m o n ey  
to  h ire  an  e d ito r and  rep o rte rs , 
w h o  p ick ed  up  a  co u p le  o f  aw ard s  
from  O re g o n ’s S o c ie ty  o f  P ro fe s ­
sional Jo u rn a lis ts  last year.

“ I a lw ay s  k n ew  the  p o ten tia l 
w as th e re ,” sa id  B ayer.

T h e  p ap e r has kep t a  s teady  
focus on  issues fac ing  the  in d i­
gen t, bu t has b ro ad en ed  its co v e r­
age and  p artnered  w ith  o th e r street 
papers  to  b ring  read ers  na tional 
and  in te rn a tio n a l new s.

“A s sm all as  w e are an d  as 
sc rappy  as w e are , w e w ork ; and  
w e g e t b e tte r e v e ry  y ear,” said  
Jo an n e  Z uh l, the  p a p e r’s m a n ag ­
ing editor.

T he  p a p e r had  p lans to  g o  from  
pu b lish in g  ev ery  o th e r w eek  to  
e v e ry  w eek , bu t s tep p ed  b ack  
a fte r the recessio n  hit. S R  does, 
h o w ev er, in tend  to  set up  a  p ap er 
d is trib u tio n  site in east P ortland  
d u e  to  the g ro w in g  co n cen tra tio n  
o f  p o v erty  in the  reg ion .

B ut the fact tha t it’s held  s teady , 
an d  w as po ised  to  g ro w , is re ­
m arkab le  fo r a lm o st any m ed ia  
ou tle t, w h ich  Z uh l a ttrib u tes  to  its 
un ique m ission.

“W e ’re no t g ro w in g  fo r the 
sake  o f  g row th . W e ’re loo k in g  
ah ead  at w hat the  needs are  fo r 
the  peo p le  on  the  s tree t,” she said .
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