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A Step in the Right Direction
Supporting the 
health care 
compromise
by J udge G reg M athis 

The Senate m ade his
tory by passing legislation 
that would overhaul the
nation’s health insurance system. 
Though the bill still has to be merged 
with the one the H ouse passed in 
N ovem ber before it can be signed 
into law by President O bam a, this 
current crop o f  legislators has com e 
farther than any other in working to 
m ake sure A m ericans have needed 
healthcare coverage. The legisla
tion, however, m ay not see the light 
o f  day if  som e s ta te ’s attorneys 
have their way.

Attorney G enerals from 10 states 
are w orking to challenge the consti
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tutionality o f  the b ill’s requirem ent 
that every individual buy health 

insurance. They are also look
ing to use the fact that some 
senators, in exchange for 
their vote, received benefits 
for their state to form the 
basis o f  their legal challenge.

For exam ple, Democratic 
Senator Ben Nelson o f  N e

braska was a hold-out and d idn’t 
decide to vote for the b ill’s passage 
until he ensured his state would get 
$ 100 million in benefits to under the 
new law.

I f  p a s s e d , th e  g o v e rn m e n t 
w ould  requ ire , for the first tim e, 
that every  A m erican  carry  som e 
type o f  health  insurance; support 
w ould  be p rov ided  to help those 
w ho canno t affo rd  to pay for in 
su rance  on th e ir ow n. E m ployers 
w ould  be en courage  to p rov ide  
insu rance  for em p loyees via tax
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cred its  and the in su rance  indus
try w ould  not be a llo w ed  to deny 
benefits  o r charge  h ig h er p rem i
um s for those w ith  p re -ex is tin g  
con d itio n s  such as d iabetes.

P assing  such m onum en ta l leg 
isla tion  -  e stim ated  to cost nearly  
$1 trillion  over 10 y e a r s - h a s  been 
no easy  tax. P rev ious adm in is tra -

Concessions 
had to he made 
along the way.

tions have a ttem p ted  s im ila r fetes 
bu t th e ir  e ffo rts  w ere  bo g g ed  
dow n in p o litica l red  tape. C o n 
cessions had to be m ade along  the 
w ay and law m akers from  every  
sta te  w orked  to en su re  the in te r
ests o f  th e ir co n stitu en ts  w ere  at 
least p a rtia lly  re flec ted  in the bill.

This bill is far from  perfect but is 
a m uch needed step in the right

direction. I f  this goes to the Su 
prem e Court for decision -  and it 
m ay if  the suits are found to have 
m erit -  all o f  this work could be for 
naught. The current court is dom i
nated by conservative Republicans 
who share the views o f  those poli
ticians who refused to support this 
healthcare bill.

T he A tto rney  G enera ls  w ho 
w ish to stop the passage  o f  the 
bill shou ld  th ink about the e ld 
e rly  w om an w ho, because  o f  the 
h igh cost o f  m ed ication , canno t 
affo rd  insu lin  to m anage her d ia 
betes o r o f  the young  boy w ho 
d ied  from  a too th  in fec tion  be
cause  his p a ren ts  d id n ’t have 
m edical care and c o u ld n 't  take 
him  to the doctor. T hese are the 
types o f  s to ries  that fuel the de
sire  to begin  the real task  o f  re 
fo rm ing  A m e ric a ’s h ea lth ca re  
system .

Greg Mathis is a retired Michi
gan District Court judge and syn
dicated television show judge.

A Young
Life Gone
Too Soon
Finding hope 
and love from 
tragedy
by Everett Rice

On the last day 
o f  2 0 0 9 ,1 sat down 
at my desk at home
and reflected on the year 2009. Like 
m any others, and unlike som e, 1 was 
blessed to see another year and 
hopefully by H is Grace, seeing 2010.

A fter review ing the events and 
contem plating w hat I learned and 
grew from this year, I found m yself 
drawn to a m om ent that happened 
just three days earlier. W ithout know
ing it, I w alked onto a scene that I 
d idn’t expect. At about 4 p.m ., I 
along w ith others found m yself in 
the m iddle o f  a tragedy.

A 15 year old youth had fallen 
from a parking structure on the cor
ner o f  Sixth and W ashington. Not 
knowing what the crowds were look
ing at, it hit me w hen I saw  a body 
partially covered by police in front 
o f  the office store on the com er. The 
gravity and the tragedy o f  the situ
ation changed the m ood o f  all who 
had  g a th ered  and w a tch ed  the 
scene.

That 15 year old I d id n ’t know  
changed m y life because I realized 
that it could have been anyone’s 
ch ild , a n y o n e ’s son , d au g h te r , 
brother, sister, grand son, grand 
daughter. The scene o f  the partially 
covered body with visibly distraught 
fam ily m em bers, the scream s, and a 
ch ild ’s stroller are etched forever in 
m y m ind’s eye. I keep seeing m y 
chi ldren ’ s faces in the face o f  that 15 
year old.

N o itw a sn ’ta jum per! I tw a s a l5  
year old child who has family, friends, 
and people w ho d idn’t even know  
him  or her, grieving to this day. I 
grieve not ju s t for this child, but for 
all those youth, adults and throw 
aw ays o u r so c ie ty -o v e rlo o k e d , 
w alked by and ignored in 2009, and 
were delayed, inconvenienced and 
held up by tragedies such as oc
curred at Sixth and W ashington.

As a result o f  a tragedy in 2 0 0 9 ,1 
hug my wife, children, grand chil
dren, family, and friends harder when 
I see them, as I have had a w ake up 
call from a youth and fam ily I d idn’t 
even know.

Everette Rice is a member o f  the 
Portland Human Rights Commis
sion and a minister with Emmanuel 
Temple Church.
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