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Science, technology 
students recruited

Portland State University is participating in a 5 year, 
$2.6 m illion project funded by the N ational Science 
Foundation to double the num ber o f  underrepresented 
m inority students who graduate with bachelor's de­
grees in science, technology, engineering and m ath­
ematics.

P S U  c u r r e n t ly  g ra d u a te s  
abou t 40 underrep resen ted  m i­
nority  s tu d en ts  a y ear in these  
fields. T he goal is to doub le  th is 
num b er du ring  the cou rse  o f  the 
p ro ject.

Student support will include a 
sum m er bridge program, academic 
services for courses in the sci-

9

ences, a sem inar to broaden expe­
rience and enhance know ledge o f  
the curricu lum ’s options, and the 
opportunity to w ork with peer and 
faculty m entors.

The fram ew ork o f  the program  
at PSU involves recruitment, readi­
ness, retention, and research. Part­
nerships with K -12 schools in Port­

for Diversity
land, Beaverton, H illsboro and G resham  will provide 
access to eligible students.

In addition, research and internship opportunities 
will help prepare students for graduate school and 
positions in industry. PSU professors will support the 
program  by serving as research m entors and on a 
faculty advisory com m ittee.

O ne-on-one interactions betw een students and fac­
ulty are know n to be im portant contributors to student 
success.
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Tax Debate Comes to Vote
continued ^ ^ fr o n t Front

prop up services that are more needed 
than ever.

O pponen ts insist that raising  
taxes during a recession will ju st 
destroy m ore jobs, and set a prece­
dent that will ruin the business cli­
m ate in the state.

It can be difficult to get a handle 
on such dire claim s that have been 
asserted so forcefully. However, the 
sta te’s Legislative Fiscal O ffice re­
leased a couple o f  reports that both 
sides have cited in m aking their case.

A report by the office paints a 
dour picture for nearly ever state 
agency and the people who rely on 
it, if  the m easures d o n ’t pass.

If  the m easures fail to pass, com ­
m unity colleges could see their tu­
ition rise by 9 percent and will have 
to start lim iting access to som e pro­
gram s. Students studying English 
as a second language would get 
less support. N early two thousand 
inm ates would be put on the street, 
and prison s ta ff w ould be slashed. 
The O regon Com m ission for the 
Blind would be put in the red and 
have to establish a w ait list, as it 
w ou ldn’t be able to m eet federal 
m atching obligations. And these 
are ju s t a few exam ples.

A ccording to another study from 
the Legislative Fiscal O ffice 5 per­
cent o f  corporations will have higher 
taxes and only about 2.5 percent o f  
individual filers will pay more, which 
will m ove the state from having the 
36th highest tax burden to 34th.

The report explains that the state 
doesn ’t have a lot good options. 
C utting services will reduce eco­
nom ic dem and, according to the 
report. But it also asserts that rais­
ing taxes could  cause O reg o n ’s 
em ploym ent rate to drop by less 
than one percent.

The report does note that this all 
depends on how the state directs 
the revenue.

“O ver the longer term , the net 
effect o f  the m easures on em ploy-

He said that labor is often the 
biggest expense and is usually the 
first to be cut. W iggins also argues 
that the tax increase makes Oregon a 
less attractive place for investment, 
which will hurt it in the long run.

“ I’m not an anti-tax zealo t,” said 
Wiggins, who explains he’s fine with 
an increase on the corporate m ini­
mum, which hasn ’t been upped since 
1931, he ju s t feels that state relies 
too heavily on incom e tax.

“ If  som ething happened to Phil

Legislative Fiscal Office paints a dour picture 
for nearly ever state agency and the people 
who rely on it, i f  the measures don’t pass.

m ent and incom e depends critically 
on how  the revenue is used by the 
public sector,” the report states.

H ow ever, Bob W iggins, a gen­
eral Partner w ith Mt. Hood Equity 
Partners, rem ains uncom fortable 
w ith the tax.

His firm invests in companies in 
their early stages in hopes o f  making 
money later. He said that some start­
ups might have an impressive amount 
o f  sales on their balance sheet, but 
still might not be making much, if  any, 
money. M easure 67 taxes corpora­
tions m aking more than $500,000 by 
0.1 percent o f  their revenue, which is 
worrisome to Wiggins.

“T hat’s a hardship because the 
tax has to com e from expenses or we 
would have to invest m ore,” he said.

K night, w e ’d be in big trouble,” he 
continued.

But the issue is even bigger for 
critics o f  the tax like W iggins, w ho 
contend that the state is grow ing 
too fast and will continue to tax 
bu sin esses .

A ccording to data from  the O r­
egon Em ploym ent D epartm ent ev­
ery single industry in O regon lost 
jo b s  betw een N ovem ber 2008 and 
2009 except for education, health, 
and state governm ent.

The grow th in the last sector is 
part o f  the problem , according to 
critics o f  the tax hikes. They con­
tend that the Legislature is taking 

’m oney from  businesses that could 
be creating jo b s  and then using it to 
expand governm ent.

portlandobserver.com

