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Police Critic Runs for Council
Mental health advocate on a crusade

Jason Renaud. the co-founder
of the Mental Health Association
of Portland, has been outspoken

critic of the city’s handling of the | & T *
2006 death of James Chasse, a \l -
schizophrenic man who died after R
a confrontation with police

Renaud is now taking his crusade \
further by running for the City Coun- | h

cilagainst Police Commissioner Dan
Saltzman. He is trying to secure
public financing before a Jan. 29 deadline.

Renaud spoke to the Portland Observer. His
remarks have been edited for brevity and clarity

Portland Observer: At what point did you
say, 'I'm going to run for this office”

Jason Renaud: | was the co-founder of the
Mental Health Association, and we had been
patiently waiting for the police to finish their
internal investigation of the James Chase case,
and three years had gone by. We went to City
Hall and asked, ‘Where is the investigation?” We
got an immediate negative response from the
police and from the police commuissioner.

PO: When you say you got a negative re-
sponse what do you mean?

Jason Renaud

JR: We called a press confer-
ence and said, ‘Listen we really
need this investigation now
People may be in danger we don't
know

officers are. The |‘r11|'\||\.' deserves

what the status of these
a public answer and not some sort
of confidential memo to the HR
department. Police Chief Rosie
Sizer immediately came out and
said she would not release 1t. She
had not finished the internal investigation. A
week later when she finished the internal inves-
tigation she sent out a press release saying here
1 1s.

JR: There was no internal investigation at
tached to the press release. We still don't know
what happened in the internal investigation, other
than they fact that they then had a fight about
discipline for the token discipline for these two
officers. A man lay dead on the street corner and
they're arguing about whether the sergeant should
have made a transport decision for a human
being. It sort of missed the point. It missed the

continued v on page 5

Free Rides on New Year’s Eve

All rides on TriMet’s MAX
and buses will be free beginning
at 8 p.m. on New Year’s Eve,
l'hursday, Dec. 31

I'riMet will provide extra ser

vice on MAX Blue, Green and
Yellow limes, which will run more
oftenand later into the evening tor
late-night revelers. Buses will run

on regular weekday schedules

For complete TriMet sched-
ules and trip planning, visit
trimet.org orcall 503-238-RIDI
(7433) weekdays between 7:30

a.m. and 5:30 p.m

Editor’s Note: The Portland
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