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Law & Justice
Book Tells Story of 1887 Massacre

Chinese miners killed for gold
O ne o f the b loodiest inc i­

dents in O regon history  -  the 
m assacre of more than 30 C h i­
nese laborers in a crim e that 
was never so lved  -  is receiv ­
ing a fresh look in a new  book 
w ritten by a veteran  jo u rn a l­
ist.

A uthor R. G regory  N okes 
delves into the details o f the 
a tro c ity  an d  u n e a r th s  e v i ­
dence pointing  to a gang of 
ru s tle rs  and  sc h o o lb o y s  as 
the killers in his book, “ M as­
sacred for G old: The C hinese 
in H ells C anyon .”

In 1887, as m any as 34 C h i­
n e se  g o ld  m in e rs  w ere  
s la u g h te re d  on  the O regon  
side o f the Snake R iver’s H ell’s 
Canyon in w hat is considered  
one o f  the m ost heinous o f

num erous crim es com m itted  
against the estim ated 300,000 
im m igrants from  C hina who 
arrived in th is country  during 
the latter ha lf o f the 19th cen ­
tury. O nly 11 o f  the victim s 
w ere  id e n tif ie d ; the o th e rs  
d ied  a n o n y m o u s ly  -  m any 
w ithout graves.

N okes’ m eticulous research 
o f  old records and new spaper 
accounts uncovers a trail o f 
ac c u sa tio n s  and  co v e r-u p s , 
according to M icki Ream an o f 
the O regon S tate U niversity  
Press, the bo o k ’s publisher.

“T h e  b o o k  tr a c e s  th e  
au th o r’s long personal jo u r ­
ney to expose details o f  the 
m assacre and its afte rm ath ,” 
Ream an said, “and to under­
stand how the crim e was for

so long lost to h isto ry .” 
Barry Lopez, a noted  au ­

thor and editor, said “M assa­
cred  for G old” provides a lo­
cal and national con tex t for 
the m urders and the su b se­
quent lack o f  justice .

“I t,. .m a k e s  it c lear w hy all

C h in ese  m in ers  in th e  la ter h a lf o f  th e  1 9 th  cen tu ry  m in e  for g o ld  a long  th e  S a lm on  
River, a m ajor tributary o f  th e  S n a k e  River w here m ore  than  3 0  C h in ese  m in ers  were  
m a s s a c r e d  in 1 8 8 7 .

the y o u n g  m u rd e re rs  w en t 
free ,” Lopez w rites. “N okes 
describes tw o traged ies then.

one o f  rapacity , the o ther o f  a 
com m unity ’s w illful denial o f 
its past. N o k es’ book, th e re­

fore, is an act o f  citizensh ip  
as m uch as it is a com m end­
able w ork o f  h istory .”

EMMANUEL 
Church of God in 

Christ United
4800 NE 30th Ave. 
Portland OR 97211

503-335-8772

You are cordially invited 
to worship with us in 
these services:
Sunday Service
Sunday School 10:(X) A.M 
Y.P.C.E. 6:30 P.M

Pastor & W ife- 
Bishop & Mrs. A.L. Wright

Worship Service 12:00 Noon 
Evangelistic Service 7:00 P.M.

Weekday Service
Tuesday Night: Bible Study 7:30 P.M.
Friday Night: Regular Service 7:30 P.M.
Prayer Meeting & Seminar: M onday - Friday 12:00

Northwest Voice for Christ Ministries
Northwest Voice for Christ Ministries 

Presents A One- of- a- Kind Workshop!

“Addiction in the Church”

Presenter: Bishop H. L. Hodge, Ph.D. 
Postor/ Bohavloral Health Scientist

This topic is never d iscussed— hidden in  the closet!

Come and learn about the addictions and behavioral patterns 
of many that sit in church pews each Sunday.

Topics
• Prescription Drug Abuse • Alcohol Abuse • Chemical Dependency

When: Saturday September 26,2009
Where: 48(H) NE 30th Avenue
Time: I l:30A . M .-1 :30P .M . Cost: $20 including materials 
Telephone 503 863-6545 for reservations and information.

Lord, grant me the Wisdom to accept the things that /  can not 
change, to change the things that I can change, and the 
Knowledge to know the difference! —Proverbs 3: 5

Lunch will be available!

f i New Prices Effective May 1,2007 
Martin Cleaning Service 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG $45.00 

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $30.00 Each Area 
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas (Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.00 (With Other Services) 

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
• Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Sofa 
Loveseat 
Sectional 
Chair or Recliner 
Throw Pillows

$79.00 
$59.00 
$109 - $139 
$35 - $49 
$5.00

Hate Crime Law Expanded
(AP) -  Gays who are physi­

cally assaulted because of their 
sexual orientation receive new 
federal hate crime protections 
under legislation heading for 
President Barack Obama's sig­
nature.

With a Senate vote on Thurs­
day, Congress has approved a

m easure that expands current 
law to include crim es based on 
gender, sexual orientation, gen­
der identity or disability.

That's one o f the most sig­
nificant expansions of the law 
since it was enacted after the 
assassination o f Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968.

U.S. Sen. Jeff M erkley, D- 
Ore., was a co-sponsor of the 
amendment.

“Hate crim es tear at our col­
lective spirit, create divisions in 
our com m unities and worst o f 
all, victimize people for being 
who they are as individuals,” 
said Merkley. “ I am proud that

C ongress has finally  passed 
a bill that w ill give state and 
lo c a l law  e n fo rc e m e n t the 
n e c e s sa ry  to o ls  to  p re v e n t 
and  p ro secu te  these v io len t 
crim es and help  our country  
con tinue  on a path tow ards 
eq u a lity  un d er the law  and 
freedom  from  persecu tion .”

Joyner Wins Pardon for Uncles
Men were 
executed in 1913

(AP) — Two great-uncles o f 
sy n d ic a te d  rad io  h o s t Tom  
Joyner, sent to the electric chair 
for the 1913 murder o f a Con­
federate A rm y veteran, w ere 
unanimously pardoned Oct. 21 
by South Carolina.

Black landow ners Thom as 
and M eeks G riffin  w ere ex ­
ecuted 94 years ago after a jury 
convicted them of killing 73- 
year-old John Lewis, a wealthy 
w h ite  v e te ra n  liv in g  in  
Blackstock, a Chester County

Tom Joyner
town 40 miles north o f C olum ­
bia. Two other men were also 
put to death for the crime.

Jo y n e r  le a rn ed  ab o u t h is 
uncles' fate during filming of the 
PBS d o cu m en ta ry  "A frican  
American Lives 2," which traced 
his lineage.

The talk show host and legal 
historian Paul Finkelman then 
began to work to clear the G rif­
f in s ' n am es  b e c a u se  th ey  
thought they were framed by 
another man who was linked to 
the victim 's stolen pistol. John 
"M onk" S tevenson  te stif ied  
against the others in exchange 
for a life sentence, but later told 
fellow inmates the four men had 
nothing to do with the crime and 
he pointed his finger at them to

save himself.
Jo y n e r said  he w aved his 

hands and hugged family mem­
bers when he got word of his 
great uncle's pardons.

"This won't bring them back, 
but this will bring closure. This 
is a very good day," he said.

Before the executions, more 
than 120 people signed a peti­
tion asking for a reduced sen­
tence for the men, including 
Blackstock's mayor, a former 
sheriff, two trial jurors and the 
grand jury  foreman, but then- 
Gov. Richard M anning refused, 
sending the men to the death 
chamber.

Arrests Made in Firebombing Case

B obby Cha

(AP) - The Portland Fire Bu­
reau has announced tw o more 
a r re s ts  in  th e  A p ril 22 
firebom bing o f a north Portland 
home.

Lt. Rich Tyler said Thursday 
that fire investigators have ar­
rested 18-year-old Bobby Cha of 
P ortland  and an u n iden tified  
y ou th  on ac c u sa tio n s  o f  a t­
tempted aggravated murder and 
arson.

Two brothers were arrested in 
A ugust.

Nine people were asleep in the 
home when a Molotov cocktail 
was thrown through a front win­
dow. The father o f the family, Ger 
Her, found the living room filled 
with smoke and fire and smelling 
of gasoline. He was able to get his 
family out a back door and put out 
the blaze with a garden hose.

In A ugust, investigators ar­

rested 19-year-old Tou Cim Cha 
of Portland and 21 -year-old Vang 
Cha of O regon City. Police said 
the Cha brothers were upset be­
cause tw o teenage boys in the 
home would not join their Hmong 
Pride gang.

Tyler says Bobby Cha is re­
lated  to  the C ha brothers, a l­
though he is not their brother. 
The spokesm an would not say 
how they are related.

(With Other Services)

See Flyers for Additional Prices 
Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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To Place Your Classified Advertisement
Contact: Kathy Linder 
Phone: 503-288 0033 

Fax: 503-288 0015
e-mail: classifieds@portlandobserver.com

The ladies o f Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Inc.,Zeta 
Sigma Omega Alum nae Chap­
ter will be hosting their 22nd 
Emerald Awards Bruncheon 
on Sunday, November 1,2009 
from 2:00 pm until 5:00 pm at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel located 
at 1441 N.E. 2nd Avenue. This 
year eight outstanding A fri­
can American men who have 
made remarkable contributions 
to our com munity will be hon­
ored. These individuals were 
selected from numerous nomi- 
n a tio n s  from  v a r io u s  
organizations, churches and 
b u sinesses th roughou t the 
metro area. The 2009 Emerald 
Award recepients are:

Youth •urvteua 
• Mr. Stovou ■ulloch-
Youth SurvteM
• Mr. Jamoo R. WaHcor- 
Splrttual Laatforahlp

In addition to brunch there 
will be entertainment, fa sh ­
ion show and  a silent auction

Record Crack Cocaine Bust
F ederal offic ia ls say the larg­

es t P o rtland  se izu re  o f  crack  
cocaine in a single arrest was 
m a d e  la s t w ee k  w h en  a 28- 
year-old  m an w as served w ith 
a search  w arrant on his car and 
hom e on N ortheast 157th Av­
enue.

S e a n  F ra n k  L ee  F o w lk e s , 
w a s  a r r e s te d  o n  m u lt ip le  
charges, including the intent to 
d istribu te m ore than 50 gram s 
o f  c o c a in e  b ase  and  b e in g  a S e a n  Fow lkes

felon in possession  o f  fire ­
arm s.

P o lic e  sa id  th e y  r e c o v ­
e red  m ore than  a  k ilo g ram  
o f  c ra c k  c o c a in e , p o w d e r  
c o c a in e , tw o  lo a d e d  gu n s 
an d  m ore th an  $ 8 7 ,0 0 0  in 
c a sh .

The U .S. A ttorney’s office 
said the m axim um  penalty on 
conviction is life in prison for 
the drug charges and 10 years 
for the gun charge.

Don Adams
20 Years lending F.speriener

Bay Mortgage
A DlVlMf B a n »

Looking lo purchase or refinance a home'.’ I f  so. il's  time to call Don Adams at 
Bay Mortgage. We are a Division o f  Cowlitz Bank which has served the 
Northwest since 1978. We offer several loan programs and w ill put together the 
perfect loan for you. A few o f our loan programs arc

•  No Down Payment and Low Down Payment Programs
•  P IIA , VA, USDA and Cnnventlonal Home Loans
•  12 Day Start to Finish on FHA Home l oans

For the best local rates and best local service, call today.

(360) 992-6230 
donadamsto bay-loans.com 

www.hay-loans.com

All loans are snh)ect to credit approval. 
Certain fees and restrictions may apply

mailto:classifieds@portlandobserver.com
loans.com
http://www.hay-loans.com

