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Micro Loan Helps Entrepreneur Succeed
Credit contributes 
to economic base
by Jake Thomas 
T he Portland O bserver 

After having helped out in his 
fam ily’s M exican food restau­
rant since he was old enough to 
sit on a bar stool and scrub 
d ishes, you could  say David 
Martinez has salsa in his veins. 
He also has the flavorful sauce 
in his southeast Portland home- 
lots of it.

Martinez is the proprietor of 
D avid  A lfred  M artinez  
(D.A.M.) Salsa, which he is hop­
ing will become a household 
name and money maker. But in 
order to get started, M artinez 
requ ired  some goading from  
friends, and a micro loan from 
Mercy Corp -  a Portland-based 
humanitarian organization that 
has seen an increase in people 
interested in getting some cash 
to start small businesses. Micro 
credit is the idea that if people, 
who might normally have trouble 
getting big loans from big banks, 
have access to small loans, they 
will use it to create entrepre­
neurship and contribute to eco­
nomic growth. Although micro 
loans are often given to poor and 
d isadvan taged  peop le , E rica 
Strachan, a M ercy Corp loan 
and reentry support officer, said 
that with credit tight and the 
economy soggy, she's seen all 
sorts of people inquire about 
getting a small loan, including 
established business people.

Last year, Mercy Corp made 
38 new small business loans, up 
from 23 in 2007. ”We don't re­
ally have a typical applicant," 
Strachan said. However, to get 
a micro loan from Mercy Corp, 
you must be at 80 percent or 
under of the median family in­
come for the Portland metropoli­
tan area. You also need to take 
some business classes, and pay

the loan back at a relatively steep 
12 percent interest rate over two 
to five years. Over 94 percent 
o f the loans have been paid 
back , sa id  S trachan . A fter 
Martinez saved up a thousand 
dollars, Mercy Corp matched the 
amount three to one, giving him 
a $3,000 loan to get his business 
up and running. An outside com­
pany takes care of the manufac­
turing of his salsa. He focuses 
on the marketing and distribu­
tion.

Salsa runs thick through businessman David Martinez's life as is evidenced with his truck, 
which bears the license plate "Salsa-1."

They
absolutely 
helped me out 
to no end.

-  David Martinez’s

“They absolutely helped me 
out to no end,” said Martinez of 
Mercy Corp, which also con­
nected him with law and busi­
ness students from local colleges 
to help him secure the rights to 
his recipe and develop a business 
plan. A fax machine that slowly 
consumes advertisements for the 
salsa hums in his office. On the 
desk next to it is a laptop, both 
of which were purchased with 
the micro loan. Martinez learned 
the art of salsa making from fam­
ily recipes he learned  while 
working in the kitchen at his 
family's restaurant, La Casa de 
Rios. After the eatery folded in 
1984, Martinez did landscaping 
and demolition work. As he got 
older, he wanted something less 
physically straining. Martinez , 
55, always liked to cook Mexi­
can dishes, often for friends. A 
particularly picky friend always 
enjoyed his hom em ade salsa, 
and suggested he try selling it, 

continued on page A14

Dr. Billy R. Flowers
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SPINAlCOLUMN
An ongoing scries of questions and answers about Americas natural healing profession

Part 3. ALLERGIES: Why Chiropractic 
often works more effectively than

QO Nothing else 
•  has ever really 

helped my aller* 
gies. What can 
Chiropractic 
possibly do?

A e  First, tak e  a look a t th e  
•  word itself. “Allergy "isa 

shnrtenrdfom inf altered energy.” 
W ay  back  w h en  p a tie n ts  first 
complained of allergic symptoms, 
it was obvious to  th e  physician 
win >« lined tlrttnntliatsm x'lxrw . 
th e  body's energy configuration 
had  sh ifted  a n d  caused  th e  
problem. Chiropractorsnowknow

tinttlyontraliyivous.syilnnaMltnik 
th e  body’s flow of energy. W e also 
know that when the spinal oilum n is 
out ofalignment.it interferes with the 
central nervoussysteni'sflowofenfsgy. 
WlxntlxN'ixTvesItixlingtotlx'eyrs 
or nose or throat are being interfered 
with, “altered energy” symptomsresult

rrk  just thesymptrrms. Chiropractic 
can often providecomplete, lasting 
relief. W ithout drug><rdrx iwsines. 
For help w ith your allergy-related 
preblemsoranswerstoanyfiufstijns 
you might have about your 1 leal th, 
your will find tha t Chiropractic is 
o ften  th e  answer. C all us for an  
appointments x try.Bycorrectirigtliesouneoftheprtjblem,

Flowers' Chiropractic Office
2124 NE Hancock,

Portland Oregon 97212
Phone: (5 0 3 ) 287 -550^

C h ase  & Weil, LLP

M oon Star
7410 N.E. MLK
503-285-1230
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Insterstate Bar a Grill
4234 N Interstate Avenue

503-281-6888

Terry Family 2337 N. Williams Ave. 
Portland, Or 97227

503-249-1788
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Wc make the service personal,
You make the tribute personal.

Every time we arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going 
the extra mile. With our online Memorial Obituary, now wc can do even more 
friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary,

order flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime. 
Simply go to our website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

Gerald M. Chase ’
Richard L. Weil

Attorneys at Law 
621 SW Alder St., Suite 600 

Portland Oregon 97205-3621 
Phone 503-294-1414 • Fax: 503-294-1455

''Dedicated to providing excellent service 
and superior care o f  your loved one "

Dwight A. Terry 
Oregon I .Ícense C O -3644 
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