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Portland Community College President Preston Pulliams takes time to be a photography 
student in the college's non-credit Community Education classes.

College President also a Student
Moving his 
hobby to an 
expertise

He’s not only the president 
o f Portland Community College, 
but Preston Pulliams is also a 
customer.

P u llia m s , a res iden t o f  
Beaverton, is a budding pho­
tographer and student. He has 
applied his hobby all over PCC 
and the world, from small things 
like flowers to huge ones like 
the presidential inauguration in 
Washington, D.C., and an ex­
cursion to China.

“ I was just a point-and-shoot 
kind o f guy that took pictures 
at fa m ily  outings and vaca­
tions,”  Pulliams said. “ "W hen 1 
arrived here five  years ago 1 
decided since I had this nice 
camera w hy not take some 
courses?"

Now, the camera is Pulliams 
constant companion on busi­
ness trips, vacations and any 
other kind o f free time.

The ins tructo rs  in  PCC ’s 
C om m un ity  Education p ro ­
gram helped foster his in te r­
est in the art and helped him

develop his talent.
One area, co m p o s itio n , 

Pulliams said he learned that it 
is much more than a technical 
process that invo lves under­
standing your camera, how you 
look through the viewfinder and 
how you make a print. I t ’s the 
challenge o f composition and 
com paring w ork w ith  others 
and getting new perspectives 
from instructors that keeps him 
coming back.

“ I do get a sense now o f what 
a well-composed print should 
look like,”  he said. “ I ’ m not pro­
ducing perfect prints but I do 
have a sense o f what to look 
for. The composition piece o f 
photography is really what gets 
me excited. And I ’ m excited be­
cause the instructors have been 
so engaging.”

So how do his fe llow  class­
mates and his instructors treat 
PCC's commander in chief?

“ I t ’ s been in te re s t in g ,”  
Pulliams said. “ Students con­
nect w ith me in terms o f their 
experience at the college and I 
often hear how things are go­
in g , how  they e n jo y  th e ir  
classes, and what their experi­
ences are. 1 get a different per­
spective o f  PCC inside the

classroom, which is really fas­
cinating.”

You never know  where a 
C om m unity  Education class 
might take you and, fo r Preston 
Pulliams, he wants to parlay the 
skills he’s learned to not just 
benefit himself but the college, 
too.

He plans to get other PCC 
photographers together such 
as C hris tine  C ha irse ll, vice 
president o f Academic and Stu­
dent A ffa irs  fo r an exhib it to 
sell their work to benefit the PCC 
Foundation and student schol­
arships.

“ It has been fun observing a 
hobby turn into his discipline,”  
said Pulliams.

PCC’s C om m unity Educa­
tion  program, one o f the b ig ­
gest in  the nation, offers hun­
dreds o f non-credit and con­
t in u in g  e d u ca tio n  classes 
across the d is tric t and online. 
It contains 4,000 classes each 
year, in c lud ing  22 d iffe ren t 
language courses, many edu­
cational trips to 12 countries, 
15 varieties o f dance classes, 
a p le thora o f sus ta inab ility  
courses and is home to a na­
t io n a lly  recogn ized  o n lin e  
program.
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SUB BIDS REQUESTED

The Arc of Tri-Cities
Richland, Benton Co., WA. t

Bids Due: Tuesday -  September 15, 2009  prior to 2 :00  pm

Scope of Work: New 15,375 sf facility housing special-needs 
classrooms, com puter lab, teaching kitchen, laundry room, 

conference spaces, and adm inistration offices.

LYDIG CONSTRUCTION, INC.
11001 E. Montgomery, Spokane Valley, WA 9 9 2 0 6  

Phone: (509) 534-0451- Fax: (509) 535 -6622  
WA LIC #LYDIGC*264JC

We a re  an equal opportunity employer and request sub/supplier 
bids and pre bid contact from all interested firms, including 

disadvantaged, minority, women, disabled veterans, and small 
business enterprises.

STAR^
S ta r P ark  is lo o k in g  fo r  PARK in d iv id u a ls  w ith  e x c e lle n t 
custom er service skills  and a 

positive a ttitude to jo in  our team  o f parking fac ility  operators.
Positions include: Attendant, Traffic Director, Cashier, and Valet, 
w ith Opportunity for advancement. No experience necessary, 
m ust be dependable. 8 .50+ /h r, m edical, dental. 401k w /
match, sick & vacation pay.

610 SW Alder Street Suite 1221, Portland, OR 97205
www.star-park.com

Affordable Housing for 

Seniors (6 2  years &  older) and 

Disabled person (any age)

Clean, com fortable and convenient. And close to shopping 
and medical facilities. Located in Newberg. Pet friendly!

We accept Section 8  Vouchers 
Subsidized units may be available at th is  tim e. If not, 
qualified persons will autom atica lly be placed on a 

waiting list fo r subsidy.

1 BR 6 0 0  sp f t  $ 3 5 4  - $411
2 BR 730  sp ft $451  - $5 6 6

Rents are Base Rent. Actual rent is based on income. 
Contact our M anagem ent Office fo r details. 

(Office Hours M-F -  9  am to  5 pm) 
5 0 3 -5 3 8 -8 8 2 5  

TDD 1 -800-735-2900
Dunhill Apartm ents

Or visit on the  web at: 
newbergvillage®guardian-mgmtCQm < s

t=l
We are an equal Opportunity Provider 

Professionally managed by Guardian Management, LLC

The P o rtlan d  B ran ch  NAACP m e m b ersh ip  m e e tin g  is 
Saturday September 12 at 11:00 A.M., and the  Executive 
Com m ittee m eeting is a t 10 :00  A.M. It will be held at PCC 
Cascade Campus, Terrell Hall-Room 107. Everyone is invited 
to the m em bership meeting. You are welcome to come, give 
your support and assistance in developing “ Unity in the  
Com m unity.” B ishop H.L. Hodge, PhD., Portland Branch 
President.

SO U TH W EST
W ASHINGTON WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL

Public Notice
On behalf o f the  W orkforce Investm ent Boards (WIBs) of 
the Northwest Oregon and Southwest Washington WIRED 
Region, the Southwest Washington Workforce Development 
Council (SWWDC) is seeking proposals fo r career expo 
planning, m arketing and coordination services. This project 
w ill focus on p lann ing , m a rke tin g  and execu ting  tw o 
Engineering Talent Expos in the Portland M etro area. This 
e ffo rt is funded by a WIRED grant from the  US D epartm ent 
of Labor.

The Request fo r Proposals (RFP) will be available on the 
SWWDC web site a t www.swwdc.org. Proposals m ust be 
received by Septem ber 4, 2009 .

For additional inform ation please contact Jerry Petrick at 
¡petrick@swwdc.org.

Southwest Washington Workforce Development Council Is an 
equal opportunity employer and program.

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to 
Individuals with disabilities.

This program funded In whole or In part through the US 
Department of Labor.
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Advertisement

Contact: Kathy Linder

Phone: 503-288-0033

Fax: 503-288-0015

e-mail: classifieds@ 
portlandobserver.com

PORT OF PORTLAND
P o ss ib ility . In every  d ire c tio n .'“

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Port of Portland is a regional governm ent operating 
airports, marine terminals and industrial parks in the greater 
Portland metropolitan area, to  fu lfill its mission of providing 
com petitive cargo and passenger access to world markets 
while enhancing the  region’s quality o f life.

To view current job  openings and to access the application 
form , visit the Port’s website at www.portofportland.com 
or call (503) 944-7400 .

The Port of Portland is an AA/EEO employer com m itted to 
workforce diversity and a ffirm ative action.
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