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Church volunteers 
spruce up Jefferson
Hundreds o f volunteers spread bark mulch, painted, 
washed and'cleaned nearly every part of Jefferson High 
School on Saturday. The help came from eight congrega
tions of the Mormon Church. “We want to provide a 
service to the community that is helpful to the public and 
instill in our members that service is important, ’  said Dr. 
Brian Humble, a local church member and a lead organizer 
of the effort.
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Committee Approves Hispanic Judge
With just one Republican vote

(AP) - The Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday voted 
to approve Sonia Sotomayor as 
the firs t H ispan ic S uprem e 
Court justice over nearly solid 
Republican opposition, paving 
the way for a historic confirma
tion vote next week.

The panel voted 13-6 in fa
vor of Sotomayor, with just one 
Republican, Sen. Lindsey G ra
ham of South Carolina, joining 
Democrats to support her. The 
nearly party-line tally masked

deeper political divisions within 
GOP ranks about confirm ing 
President Barack Obama's first 
high court nominee.

"I'm deciding to vote for a 
woman I would not have cho
sen ,” G raham  said. O bam a's 
choice to nom inate the first- 
ever Latina to the highest court 
is "a big deal," he added, de
c la r in g  th a t, "A m erica  has 
changed for the better with her 
selection.”

The solid Republican vote

Sonia Sotomayor

against Sotom ayor on the Judi
ciary panel reflected the choice

many GOP conservatives have 
made to side with their core sup
porters and oppose a ju d g e  
they charge will bring liberal 
bias and racial and gender preju
dices to her decisions. Others 
in the party, however, are con
cerned that doing so could hurt 
their efforts to broaden their 
base, and particularly alienate 
Hispanic voters, a fast-growing 
segment o f the electorate.

Democrats, for their part, are 
lining up solidly in favor o f the 
55 -year-o ld  federa l appeals 
court judge , the daughter o f

Puerto Rican parents who was 
raised in a South Bronx hous
ing project and educated in the 
Ivy League.

"There's not one exam ple —  
let alone a pattern —  of her rul
ing based on bias or prejudice 
or sympathy," said Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., the Judiciary Com
mittee chairman. "She has ad
m inistered justice w ithout fa
voring one group o f  persons 
over another."

Every G O P senator on the 
com m ittee alluded critically to 
th e  n o w -in fa m o u s  re m a rk

Sotomayor made in 2001 that 
she h o p ed  a "w ise  L a tin a  
woman" would often reach bet
ter conclusions than a w hite 
male w ithout sim ilar experi
ences.

P e n n sy lv a n ia  S en . A rlen  
Specter, a Republican recently 
tu rn ed  D e m o c ra t, sa id  
S otom ayor's m uch-m aligned 
com m ent reflected  a woman 
standing  up for w om en and 
so m eo n e  e x h ib itin g  e th n ic  
pride. "I didn't find fault with 
'wise Latina woman,' I found it 
commendable," he said.

Jackson’s Doctor Investigated Prescription may have killed singer
(AP) -  Federal authorities Ja c k so n 's  perso n a l d o c to r  tigation into the singer's death, 

searched the Las Vegas home Tuesday, seeking docum ents Several Drug Enforcem ent 
and medical office of Michael as part o f a manslaughter in ves- Administration agents entered

Dr. Conrad Murray's sprawling 
hom e in a gated  com m unity 
while others searched M urray's 
medical offices in Las Vegas,

Global Cardiovascular A ssoci
ates.

A u th o ritie s  had no arrest 
warrant for Murray, who was at 
hom e w hen the investigators 
arrived, they said.

M u rra y  w as M ic h ae l 
Jackson 's personal physician 
and was with Jackson when he 
died. Murray, who is based in 
Las Vegas and is licensed in 
California, Nevada and Texas, 
had his H ouston office and a 
storage unit searched last week 
by DEA agents. Court records 
show the agents were seeking

evidence o f whether the doctor 
com mitted manslaughter.

Police say Murray is cooper
ating and have not labeled him 
a suspect.

Toxicology reports are still 
pending, but investigators are 
w orking under the theory that 
th e  a n e s th e t ic  p ro p o fo l  
c a u s e d  J a c k s o n 's  h e a r t to  
stop, a law enforcem ent o ffi
cial told The A ssociated Press 
on M onday. Jack so n  is b e 
lieved to have been using the 
pow erful drug for about tw o 
years.

Urban Leage finds Disparities
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cide victims that are white). Black 
Oregonians are also six times 
more likely to end up in jail than 
whites.

"This report is a wake up call 
to Oregon," concludes Mundy. 
"The statistics reflect a consis
ten t trend  over decades -  a 
trend fueled by social and eco
nomic disparities that dem on
strate  a d eep ly -ro o ted , sy s 
temic disadvantage for its A fri
can-A m erican  c itizen s. O ur 
hope is that this report can serve 
as call-to-action for addressing 
these disparities through policy 
proposals aim ed at both the 
public and private sectors."

The report includes an action 
plan that calls for implementa
tion o f proven, effective tools 
to eliminate the state's gaps in 
income, wealth, health, social 
progress and educational a t
tainment.

"M ost im portantly this is a 
‘reality check’ for those who 
m ay have th o u g h t that d is 
crim ination and disparity had 
been overcome. We still have 
much to do,” said Mundy.

Additional find ings include: 
• The black m ale labor force 
participation  rate is about 9

percen tage points below  pro
p o r tio n a te ly  th a t o f  w h ite  
males.
• Black death rates by diabetes 
(73:100,000) are considerably 
higher for African Americans 
(73 per 100,000vs.29per 100,000 
for white Oregonians).
• 75 percent o f Oregon's black 
1 Oth graders did not meet bench
mark standards for math in 2007- 
08.
• African American borrowers 
were twice as likely to receive 
high cost, high interest loans as 
white borrowers -  and more 
likely to have faced foreclosure 
in the current economic climate.
• Black children represent 7 
percent o f the children in foster 
care, although they are about 
2% of the child population in the 
state.

The Urban League o f Port
land is one o f the oldest civil 
rights and social service orga
nizations in the state. Its mis
sion is to  em pow er A frican  
A m e ric a n s  an d  o th e rs  to  
achieve equality in education, 
employment, economic security 
and quality o f life.

The State of Black Oregon 
re p o r t w as c o n d u c te d  by 
EcoNorthwest, the Northwest's 
largest econom ics consulting

firm.
C ontributors providing es

says included Darrell Millner, 
professor. Department o f Black 
Studies, Portland State Univer
sity ; S heila  H olden , N orth / 
Northeast Economic Develop
ment Alliance; Karen Gibson, 
associate professor; Nohad A. 
Toulan, School o f Urban Stud
ies and Planning, PSU; Joyce 
Braden Harris, co-chair, African 
A m erican A lliance; C arolyn 
Leonard, com pliance officer, 
Portland Public Schools; Algie 
Gatewood, president, Portland 
Com m unity College, Cascade 
C am pus; R obert T hom pson, 
O regon State University, D e
p artm en t o f  E th n ic  S tudies. 
Housing; Victor M erced, direc
tor, Oregon Housing and Com 
m u n ity  S e rv ic e s ; M ax ine  
Fitzpatrick, Portland Com m u
nity R einvestm ent Initiative; 
T ric ia  T illm an , M ultnom ah  
C ounty  H ealth  D epartm en t; 
Kevin Odell, Organizing People 
and A ctivating  L eaders; Jill 
Fuglister, Coalition for a Livable 
Future; Angela Cause and Kory 
Murphy, Oregon Department of 
Human Services; and form er 
Sen. Avel Gordly, associate pro
fesso r, PSU  D ep artm en t o f 
Black Studies.
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Lents Park 
Ice Cream 
Social

Rose Com m unity Develop
ment and the Lents Neighbor
hood A ssociation are hosting 
the Lents National Night Out 
Ice C ream  S ocia l, Tuesday, 
Aug. 4 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Lents Park Gazebo near South
east Holgate and 92nd Avenue.

Area residents are invited to 
com e meet your fellow neigh
bors, police officers, and fire
men while enjoying free ice
cream  on a first com e, first 
served basic  w hile m ingling 
with various organizations.
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