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Northwest Dance Project Moving In
Finds home 
at Mississippi 
Ballroom

T h e  N o r th w e s t  D an c e  
P ro ject has a new  hom e and 
perform ance space opening in 
the heart o f  the M ississipp i 
d istric t.

An innovative, in te rnation
ally recognized leader in the 
creation  and prem iere o f dy
nam ic new  dance w orks, the 
dance project is m oving into 
the historic M ississippi B all
room  at 833 N. Shaver St.

“T h is  has b ee n  n ea rly  a 
th re e -y e a r  p ro ce ss  fo r u s ,” 
s a y s  S c o tt  L e w is ,  the

R ap p ers
Fiction often 
gets mixed 
with reality

(AP) — Rick Ross sold hit al
bum s rapp ing  ab o u t se lling  
crack cocaine but a  revelation 
that he once worked as a prison 
guard threatened to end his ca
reer.

For a rapper cultivating a bad- 
boy image, a uniform put him 
on the wrong side o f the law.

U.S. rappers often sell songs 
about drugs and guns based on 
"real-life" stories, but increas
ingly some o f those stories are 
being exposed as em bellish
m ents aimed at helping them 
build  successful careers, ex 
perts say.

"Some of the stories are fab
ricated and some o f it is reality, 
and what they are doing is m ix
ing the two," music executive 
Devyne Stephens said. "When 
you say you shot and killed 
somebody and you put it on a 
CD, nine times out o f 10, you 
really didn't shoot and kill any
body."

Ross is a bearded, burly Mi
ami rapper who brags of a cash- 
fueled, drug-boss life. His real 
name is William Leonard Rob
erts II but he takes his stage 
name from a drug trafficker.

So he was publicly humiliated 
when pictures surfaced of him 
last year through The Smoking 
Gun website looking clean-cut

com pany’s executive director, 
“but the patience and persis
tence has defin itely  paid o ff.”

The organization  will start 
dancing in the space on June 
15 w orking on new creations 
fo r  o u r a l l-w o rld -p re m ie re  
show s Aug. 14 and 15 at the 
N ew m ark Theatre.

“ I fell in love with the space 
w hen 1 first saw it one sum 
m er night on M ississippi Av
en u e ,” says p ro jec t A rtistic  
D irector Sarah Slipper, the ac
claim ed  dancer, m entor and 
choreographer w ho founded 
the com pany in 2005. “ It has 
a very  ro m an tic , o ld  w orld  
charm  you ju s t don ’t see any
m ore and it’s cen tered  in one 
o f  the m ost vibrant and c re 

E m b ellish  B ad -B oy Im age

Rap artist Rick Ross performs 
Awards at the Wilshire theatre
in a correctional officer's uni
form.

Ross at first denied his past, 
then admitted it but maintained 
his drug-dealing  tales o f the 
street were true.

His third album, released in 
April and featuring titles such 
as "Rich off Cocaine,” still sold 
well.

S te p h e n s , w ho has b een  
hailed  as an im age branding 
king and has worked with art
ists including M ary J. Blige, 
U sher, Sean "Diddy" Com bs 
and Nelly, said many rappers 
mix lines in their songs that 
aren't literally true but draw from 
real experiences or stories they

ative d istric ts in the city .” 
The ow ners o f the building,

the Kuriso family, were key to 
securing the deal and eager 
to see dance return to the ball
room  and to have a m ajor arts 
o rganization  becom e part o f 
the M ississippi com m unity.

“We finally have the space 
and tim e to really  d ive into 
our various program m ing e le 
m ents,” Slipper says. “We can 
offer more diverse classes, do 
m ore w orkshops for dancers, 
provide m ore youth outreach 
and create even more original 
w orks. We can also support 
other local dance com panies 
and artists who are in need of 
reh e a rsa l and  p e rfo rm an ce  
space —  the local com m unity

at the 8th annual BMI Urban 
in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
have heard.

He says "probably 85 per 
cent" of rappers embellish sto
ries in songs and calls the cur
rent trend "reality music" which, 
like reality television, is som e
thing o f a misnomer.

Stephens helped groom an
other successful U.S. rapper, 
Akon, who has had hits like 
"Locked Up" fend "G hetto." 
Akon was ridiculed last year 
and accused o f dram atically  
enhancing claims o f belonging 
to a car theft ring and having 
served prison time.

T he new  crop  o f  rappers 
want to emulate the success of 
rap p e rs - tu rn ed -m o g u ls  like

The Mississippi Ballroom at 833 N. Shaver St. will be the new home for the Northwest 
Dance Project, a Portland dance company dedicated to the creation and performance of 
new dance works from established and emerging artists.

has been so supportive o f us 
and we are excited to be able 
to give back.”

Your Care 
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former New York drug dealers 
Jay-Z and 50 Cent, who both 
so ld  album s based  on the ir 
tran sfo rm atio n s from  street 
h u s tlin g  to  p opp ing  ch a m 
pagne.

"You formulate that story to 
make it just as interesting as the 
Jay-Z  story," S tephens said, 
describing an outline of: "I am 
a hustler, 1 came from nothing 
and turned it into som ething 
and now 1 am on yachts in St. 
Tropez."

Jay-Z, married to superstar 
Beyonce Knowles, is now one 
of the world's wealthiest musi
cians, having signed a deal re
portedly worth $ 150 million with 
concert promoter Live Nation.

50 Cent, whose album and 
film "Get Rich or Die Try in"' was 
based on his past as a crack 
dealer who was shot nine times, 
now runs a multimedia empire. 
He banked about $100 million 
after taxes when his stake in 
G la c e a u , c re a to r  o f  
Vitaminwater, was sold to Coca- 
Cola, Forbes reported.

Both depart from that image 
at times. Jay-Z has promoted 
bicycles with New York's Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 50 Cent 
recently stood alongside enter
tainer Bette Midler to promote 
parks and gardens.

"Im age w ould be people's 
p e rsp e c tiv e ,"  50 C en t to ld  
Reuters when asked what his 
old fans would think. "It might 
not coincide with what I am 
doing, but this is who I am."

We are located at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213

(Between Broadway 
and Sandy Blvd.)

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic Physician

Automobile accident injuries 
Chronic headache and joint pain 
Workers Compensation injuries

appointment! (503) 228-6140

P a r k e r

Since 1984, 
we have 

been playing 
the great 
sounds of 

jazz & blues 
music!

orah BlessinAll- Bollywood Dance Party
DJ Anjali, Portland's primary advocate for the many varied electronic sounds of the 
South Asian diaspora, is taking over the Someday Lounge for a night of Bollywood 
music. From vintage Bollywood rock'n'roll, to Bollywood funKand disco, up to 
today's pastiches of techno, hip-hop, and reggaeton, it's all in the mix for the 
Friday, June 19 dance party at the downtown entertainment venue located at 125 
N.W. Fifth Ave.
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In  B o o ks to res  Ju ly  7 th
Also available at LarryHuchMinlstries.com

Larry Huch

Irvington Covenant Church
4046 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Bhid. corner of NE Shaver and MLK

Infant and Toddler care will be provided • DOORS OPEN AT 6PM •
For directions or more Information, call 

5 0 3 - 4 8 8 - 5 4 8 1  or log on to www.mftimiiortlaiKl.coiii
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