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Katrina Evacuee 
Re-grows Roots
Earns degree and starts a new job
by J ake T homas 
T he Portland O bserver 

Celeste Calvin was attending 
school in New Orleans before 
her life was rearranged by Hur
ricane Katrina nearly four years 
ago.

After being displaced by the 
storm and flood, the Portland 
native accepted a scholarship 
at Concordia University that 
would send her back home.

She left behind scores of 
friends. She left behind a seri
ous boyfriend. She left behind 
a church. She left behind a life.

But after making it through 
the ordeal, she has a degree and 
steady work at the Boys and 
Girls Club of Portland, and she 
wouldn’t change anything.

She’s grateful to Concordia 
for the scholarship and books 
they provided. She’s grateful to 
the people who donated clothes 
to replace the entire wardrobe 
she lost in the disaster. She’s 
also grateful for the new friend
ships formed and the new job.

Calvin left Portland for New 
Orleans to study prem ed at 
Xavier University. Her family’s 
deep roots in the South drew 
her there. She liked seeing the 
regionally characteristic man
ners, humility, and hospitality 
on visits to see family there. 
She remembers her grandpar
ents telling her stories about liv
ing in the South.

“To me that was a fantasy, 
but for them it was a reality,” 
says Calvin. “I always wanted 
to go back and see that because 
that’s what made them who 
they were, and who they are is 
who I am.”

Calvin worked two jobs while 
in New Orleans. She had a car 
and her own apartment, and
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Celeste Calvin stands outside Rosa Parks School in New 
Columbia where she is employed at the Boys and Girls Club.

was on the cusp of graduating.
The night before the storm 

she was working the graveyard 
shift as an auditor at the Hilton
Hotel. Calvin had experienced 
hurricanes before, and used 
them as an opportunity to visit 
family in the region, but when 
she heard about this storm on 
the news at 2 a.m. she knew this

was different.
When Calvin’s shift ended at 

6 a.m. she went to her sister’s 
house and they quickly left with 
her nephew, and brother-in-law 
so quickly she didn't even have 
time to pack any of her belong
ings as the city was evacuated. 
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It pays to be green.

What1 S Green Seal™ certified and comes 
in colors from barn red to summer-sky blue? 
MetroPaint 100% recycled latex. Recognized as 
a 2008 Top 10 Green Product*, it's good for the 
environment and great for your home. And at 
$10 or less per gallon, it's easy on the wallet, too 

♦Sustainable Industries business magazine

Metro
Swan Island MetroPaint Store 
4825 N. Basin Ave., Portland
503-234-3000
www.oregonmetro.gov/paint

Spirit Mountain's spectacular Event Center features headliner concerts, comedy and live sporting events.

FRIDAY NIGHT FIGHTS
FRIDAY, JUNE 12th 
Tickets are $25-$100

DIONNE WARWICK
FRIDAY, JUNE 5th 
Tickets are $25 & $30

Don't miss Edouard, ranked #9 in the world take on Northwest fan favorite Welliver. 
Five other action-packed bouts.
Doors open at 7. First bout at 8.

JA ZZ  A nA CK
Rick Braun, Jonathon Butler, Richard Elliot 
FRIDAY, JUNE 19,h 
Tickets are $15 & $25

S P IM I M O U N TAIN  

CASINO
Northwest's Premier Entertainment Destination
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