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Overhaul of Unemployment Proposed
Obama says system should offer job training

(A P ) -- P re sid en t B arack  
O bam a wants unem ploym ent 
insurance to become a stepping 
stone for future work by m ak­
ing it easier to enroll in school 
or job  training. W hether he suc­
ceeds will depend on the will­
ingness of states and colleges 
to change the rules.

People who have been laid 
o ff  and w ant to  go  back to

school often have to give up 
their m onthly unem ploym ent 
checks. And if they decide to 
return  to  school, they often 
don't qualify for federal aid be­
cause eligibility is based upon 
the previous year's income.

Under rule changes Obama 
outlined Friday, the Labor D e­
partment will ask states to make 
excep tions during  econom ic

dow nturns so that the unem ­
ployed can keep their benefits 
if they go to community college 
or pursue other education or 
training.

S ta te  g o v e rn m e n ts , n o t 
Washington, decide who is eli­
gible for unemployment, and 
they generally require anyone 
collecting assistance to be ac­
tively looking for work. That

LEADERS
are in our classrooms today.

Create your own 
pathw ay to  success with an 
undergraduate business degree 
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“Marylhurst I •'uttrrstty consutently 
pwiilvs me neu kitiHcledge ilrat I apply 

at work the next day. The instructors 
htit e a personal approach that makes 

Marylhurst a wonderful place to learn and 
grme. They understand the challenges facing 

the vorlcing student and connect learning to 
real world applications." — Jerry Buckner

Oregon Tradeswomen, Inc. 
Proudly Presents the

2 0 0 9

WOMEN
in Trades
Career Fair 
Saturday,

May 16
9 am - 3 pm

The Fair Goes
Green!

Meet Employers, Attend Hands-on 
Workshops, Learn About the 
Green Future of the Trades

can com plicate plans to attend 
school.

The Education Department, 
meanwhile, will encourage col­
leges to factor in the financial 
s ituation  o f  an unem ployed  
person applying for Pell Grants 
or other education and job train­
ing aid. Starting in July, the maxi­
mum Pell Grant, which helps 
low-income students afford col­
lege, will receive a $500 boost 
to $5,350.

C o m m u n ity  c o lle g e s  a p ­
plauded the president's plan. 
George Boggs, president o f the 
American Association o f C om ­
munity Colleges, said Obama 
would rem ove obstacles that 
keep the unemployed from head­
ing back to school. The asso­
ciation represents about 1,200 
such colleges.

"Sometimes we don't give our 
governm ent cred it for doing 
things that make sense," Boggs 
said. "It's great to see govern­
ment stepping in and removing 
these disincentives."

H ow ever, one s ta te -le v e l 
critic accused Obam a o f avoid­
ing the question o f cost.

"L ike  so m any  o f  the 
president's initiatives, the an­
swer for who pays the bill is 
state taxpayers and future gen­
erations," said South Carolina 
Gov. M ark Sanford, a Republi­
can and one of Obama's sharp­
est critics on spending issues.

"No m atter how well-inten­
tioned this proposal is, we can't 
keep stacking debt on top of 
debt to deal with problem s that 
were, in many cases, created by 
too much borrowing," Sanford

said. ’
O bam a said it was tim e to 

change "senseless rules" that 
discourage displaced workers 
from getting needed education 
and training so they can find 
and perform the jobs of the fu­
ture.

"The idea here is to funda­
mentally change our approach 
to unemployment in this coun­
try, so that it's no longer just a 
time to look for a new job, but is 
also a time to prepare yourself 
for a better job," O bam a said.

"That's what our unem ploy­
ment system should be —  not 
just a safety net, but a stepping 
stone to a new future. It should 
offer folks educational oppor­
tun ities they w ouldn 't o ther­
wise have," the president said.
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NECA/IBEW Electrical 
Training Center
16021 NE Airport Way, Portland, OR 97230

FREE admission, child care, parking & 
EcoShuttle from Gateway tradeswom en.net

Faculty Internships 
in College Teaching

Portland
Community
College

We re all about
your future.

Minority Entrepreneurs 
Tapped for Micro Lending

The Small Business A dm in­
istration has approved the O r­
egon Association o f Minority 
E ntrepreneurs (O A M E) as a 
micro lender to help small busi­
nesses in need o f capital and 
laid-off workers who are start­
ing their own businesses, offi­
cials of the federal agency an­
nounced on May 6.

The SBA support will give 
OAME a total o f $1.1 million to 
lend to small businesses im m e­
diately, with an optional ceiling 
of $3.5 million.

“The lack of cash flow is what 
k ills sm all businesses,” said 
Sam Brooks, OAM E president

S a m  B rooks  

and chairman
He said OA M E will use the 

monies to make small loans to 
local b u s in e sse s  th a t range

from $500 to $35,000 and are in­
terest free. Each loan applica­
tio n  w ill be re v ie w e d  by 
O A M E’s loan committee.

B rooks said  the loans are 
mostly intended to give small 
businesses a qu ick  bum p to 
keep them going. OAM E will 
also provide technical support 
to borrowers to help their busi­
nesses thrive.

He said the loans aren’t re­
ally meant for someone who just 
has an idea, with no business 
or marketing strategy.

F or m ore inform ation call 
OAM E at 503-249-7744 or visit 
oam e.org.

Get experience.
Get connected.
Get started on your 
college teaching career.

This program pairs aspiring 
instructors with experienced college 
faculty in their field of expertise 
for a year-long experience in the 
teaching profession

Our goal is to further diversify the 
ranks of college faculty by introduc­
ing the profession to people with 
diverse multicultural and ethnic 
backgrounds, along with a desire 
to be excellent community college 
faculty, counselors or librarians. 

How to Apply
Go to www.pcc.edu/interns or call 
503-978-5841.
For best consideration apply 
by July 17. 2009.

Neighbors Make a Difference
Portland b a n ke r  Roily Brigham  o f  K eyB ank le n d s  h e r  h a n d s  to  help ing  a d isa b led  
elderly w om an with m a ss iv e  yard work on  na tiona l N eighbors M ake  th e  D ifference  
Day. S h e  jo in e d  3 0 0  o f  her fellow  e m p lo y e e s  M ay 5  for th e  1 9 th  annual da y  o f  
vo lun teer co m m u n ity  service.

U S Soldier Kills Five in Iraq
(AP) -- An American soldier 

opened fire at a counseling cen­
ter on a military base in Iraq 
Monday, killing five fellow sol­
diers, the U.S. com m and and 
Pentagon officials said.

A lth o u g h  it w as u n c le a r  
w hat prom pted the shooting, 
the incident draw s attention  
to  the issue o f  com bat stress 
and m orale after six years o f 
w ar as th e  m iss io n  o f  the  
130 ,000-strong  force tra n s ­
form s to one o f  train ing and 
m entoring the Iraqis.

P re s id en t B arack  O bam a 
sa id  he w as " sh o c k e d  and  
deeply saddened" by the re ­
port, add ing  that "m y heart 
goes out to the fam ilies and 
friends" o f  all those involved 
"in this horrib le tragedy."

A fter a m eeting  w ith  D e­
fense Secretary Robert G ates, 
O bam a said he w ould make 
sure "that we fully understand 
w hat led to th is tragedy" and 
w ill do  ev e ry th in g  possib le  
"to ensure that our m en and 
w om en in un iform  are p ro ­

tected  as they serve our coun­
try  so c a p a b ly  an d  c o u r a ­
geously  in harm 's'w ay."

A brief U.S. m ilitay statement 
sa id  the a s sa ila n t Jo h n  M. 
Russell, was taken into custody 
following the 2 p.m. shooting 
at Cam p Liberty, a sprawling 
U.S. base on the western edge 
of Baghdad near the city's in­
ternational airport.

Officials said Russell was re­
ferred to the clinic by his supe­
riors, presum ably because of 
concern over his mental state.
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