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Overhaul of Unemployment Proposed

Obama says system should offer job training
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can complicate plans to attend
school.

The Education Department,
meanwhile, will encourage col-
leges to factor in the financial
situation of an unemployed
person applying for Pell Grants
or other education and job train-
ing aid. Starting in July, the maxi-
mum Pell Grant, which helps
low-income students afford col-
lege, will receive a $500 boost
to $5,350.

Community colleges ap-
plauded the president's plan.
George Boggs, president of the
American Association of Com-
munity Colleges, said Obama
would remove obstacles that
keep the unemployed from head
ing back to school. The asso
ciation represents about 1,200

such colleges.

President Barack Obama speaks about jobs and revamping the unemployment system by
offering job training to displaced workers. (AP Photo)

"Sometimes we don't give our
government credit for doing
things that make sense," Boggs
said. "It's great to see govern-
ment stepping in and removing
these disincentives."
However, one state-level
critic accused Obama of avoid-
ing the question of cost.
"Like so many of the
president's initiatives, the an-
swer for who pays the bill is
state taxpayers and future gen-
erations," said South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford, a Republi-
can and one of Obama's sharp-
est critics on spending issues.
"No matter how well-inten-
tioned this proposal is, we can't
keep stacking debt on top of
debt to deal with problems that
were, in many cases, created by
too much borrowing," Sanford

said.

Obama said it was time to
change "senseless rules” that
discourage displaced workers
from getting needed education
and training so they can find
and perform the jobs of the fu-
ture.

"The idea here is to funda-
mentally change our approach
to unemployment in this coun-
try, so that it's no longer just a
time to look for a new job, but is
also a time to prepare yourself
for a better job," Obama said.

"That's what our unemploy-
ment system should be — not
just a safety net, but a stepping
stone to a new future. It should
offer folks educational oppor-
tunities they wouldn't other-
wise have," the president said.

Minority Entrepreneurs
Tapped for Micro Lending

The Small Business Admin-
istration has approved the Or-
egon Association of Minority
Entrepreneurs (OAME) as a
micro lender to help small busi-
nesses in need of capital and
laid-off workers who are start-
ing their own businesses, offi-
cials of the federal agency an-
nounced on May 6.

The SBA support will give
OAME atotal of $1.1 million to
lend to small businesses imme-
diately, with an optional ceiling
of $3.5 million.

“The lack of cash flow is what
kills small businesses,” said
Sam Brooks, OAME president

Sam Brooks
and chairman

He said OAME will use the
monies to make small loans to
local businesses that range

from $500 to $35,000 and are in-
terest free. Each loan applica-
tion will be reviewed by
OAME’s loan committee.

Brooks said the loans are
mostly intended to give small
businesses a quick bump to
keep them going. OAME will
also provide technical support
to borrowers to help their busi-
nesses thrive.

He said the loans aren’t re-
ally meant for someone who just
has an idea, with no business
or marketing strategy.

For more information call
OAME at 503-249-7744 or visit
oame.org.

Neighbors Make a Difference
Portland banker Rolly Brigham of KeyBank lends her hands to helping a disabled
elderly woman with massive yard work on national Neighbors Make the Difference

Day. She joined 300 of her fellow employees May 5 for the 19th annual day of
volunteer community service.

U S Soldier Kills Five in Iraq

(AP) -- An American soldier
opened fire at a counseling cen-
ter on a military base in Iraq
Monday, killing five fellow sol-
diers, the U.S. command and
Pentagon officials said.

Although it was unclear
what prompted the shooting,
the incident draws attention
to the issue of combat stress
and morale after six years of
war as the mission of the
130,000-strong force trans-
forms to one of training and
mentoring the Iraqis

President Barack Obama
said he was "shocked and
deeply saddened" by the re-
port, adding that "my heart
goes out to the families and
friends" of all those involved
"in this horrible tragedy."

After a meeting with De-
fense Secretary Robert Gates,
Obama said he would make
sure "that we fully understand
what led to this tragedy" and
will do everything possible
"to ensure that our men and
women in uniform are pro-

tected as they serve our coun-
try so capably and coura-
geously in harm's' way."

A brief U.S. military statement
said the assailant John M.
Russell, was taken into custody
following the 2 p.m. shooting
at Camp Liberty, a sprawling
U.S. base on the western edge
of Baghdad near the city's in-
ternational airport.

Officials said Russell was re-
ferred to the clinic by his supe-
riors, presumably because of
concern over his mental state.
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