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The Question 
of Genocide
Racism challenges term’s meaning

Moderate Taliban is an Oxymoron
males in Afghanistan have been 
se tb ac k  — way back — since 
2001. Most are once again in the 
burqua, and girls are being at

tacked with acid for the crime 
of going to school. Women are 
often deprived o f food, and

rights are human rights and not 
sub ject to so-called  cultural 
norms. Feminist Majority Foun
dation President Eleanor Smeal 
called for increased attention to 
health and education, and ex
pressed strong hopes that the

Falling victim to 
new alliances
by M artha Bi rk

My book "mod
era te  Taliban" 
ranks right up there 
w ith  "organic 
V ienna sausage" 
as an oxymoron.

But, President Obama jnen- 
tioned reaching out to the so- 
called moderate militias in Af
ghanistan a few weeks ago in 
talking about how to quell the 
violence and fix the mess Bush 
left him with.

He fleshed out a blueprint for 
gaining a peace when he an
nounced plans to send 4 ,(MX) 
more American troops and a few 
billion more dollars through a 
supplemental appropriation.

Women's groups, both in the 
U.S. and Afghanistan, want to 
make sure any shifts in policy 
don't further harm women and 
girls. Despite Bush administra
tion claims to the contrary, fe-

Women's groups, both in the 
U.S. and Afghanistan, want to 

make sure any shifts in policy don't 
further harm women and girls.

have been kicked out of bread 
lines by the Taliban.

Dr. Sima Samar, chairperson of 
the A fghanistan Independent 
Human Rights Commission, has 
been making the rounds on Capi
tol Hill to sound the alarm. "1 do 
not believe there are any moder
ate Taliban," she said. "The U.S. 
must not provide support for 
those w ho have te rro rized  
women and girls and violated 
their rights."

Pointing out that w om en's

Obama administration will at
tend to the plight o f women.

Afghanistan has ratified the 
u n iv e rsa l w o m en 's  hum an  
rights treaty known as CEDAW 
(the U.S. has not), and the Af
ghan  co n stitu tio n  has basic 
pro tections fo r w om en. The 
challenge is bringing culture 
and practice, still under the grip 
of Taliban oppression, in line 
with the law.

Smeal announced a new cam
paign, chaired by Mavis Leno

and supported  by w om en 's 
groups and prominent leaders 
around the world to insure that 
Afghan women will not fall vic
tim  to any new  alliance o f 
strange bedfellows.

With a Secretary of State who 
is unapologetically pro-woman 
and women in the Senate and 
House on their side, the cam 
paign has allies on both ends of 
Pennsylvania A venue. C o n 
gressional hearings led by Sen. 
Barbara Boxer, D-Calif„ on what 
is to be done for women have 
been promised.

To his credit. President Obama 
has indicated that women and 
girls will not be forgotten in his 
new push to break the hold of 
the ex trem ists , and he 's no 
longer using the term "moder
ate Taliban.”

But beyond that, there were 
no specifics on how to protect 
women.

Martha Burk is director of 
the Corporate Accountability 
Project for the National Coun
cil o f Women's Organizations.

by D r. M anning M arable 
“G enocide” is an em o

tionally-packed w ord that 
has rec en tly  su rfaced  in 
the p re ss  in co n n e c tio n  
w ith  P re s id e n t  B a ra c k
O bam a’s project foreign po li
cies, and the previous in te r
national agendas for form er 
P residents W illiam  Jefferson 
C lin ton and G eorge W. Bush.

C lin to n ’s form er Secretary 
o f S tate, M adeline A lbright, 
and his Secretary o f D efense, 
W illiam  C ohen, recently  d e
fined “genocide" in general 
term s as “the deliberate m ass 
m urder o f civilians.” But tech
nically , the “C onvention  on 
the P reven tion  and P u n ish 
ment o f  the Crim e o f G eno
c ide ,” an in ternational body, 
defines the crim e as the “in 
flicting  on a group conditions 
o f  life  c a lc u la te d  to  b rin g  
about its physical destruction  
in w hole or in part.”

This second defin ition  im 
p lie s  th a t g en o c id e  can  be 
com m itted  both by g o v e rn 
m ents, as w ell as non -sta te

w here the In terna
t io n a l  C r im in a l  
C ourt is expected  
to hand dow n ind i
vidual indictments, 
an d  in  e a s te rn

C ongo, where an undeclared 
w ar for four years has cu lm i
nated into the deaths o f  pos
sibly four to five m illion A fri
cans.

C o u ld  B ill C lin to n  have 
stopped , o r at least s ig n ifi
cantly reduced, the m ass m ur
d er in R w anda th rough  the 
d ire c t in te rv en tio n  o f  U .S . 
pow er? Today, C linton claim s 
th a t h is  re fu sa l to  ac t w as 
based on faulty inform ation.

He w orried about the co n 
sequences o f U.S. troops b e 
ing sent into yet another A fri
can  c o u n try  th a t w as once 
a g a in  d iv id e d  by fa c tio n a l 
fighting . Yet Sam antha Pow 
ers today insists that C linton 
as  P re s id e n t  “ c o u ld  h av e  
k n o w n ” a b o u t R w a n d a n  
genocide “ if he had w anted 
to know .”

T here  are m any d iffe ren t

We are witnessing the 
destruction o f the futures 
and opportunities for young 
African Americans.

Impressive Debut on the World Stage
President Obama is a worthy 
descendent of Dr. King’s dream
by M arc Moriai 

P r e s i d e n t
O bam a m ade an 
im pressive debut 
on the world stage 
in his first foreign 
visits — to London 
for the G 20 eco
n o m ic  su m m it an d  to  
S trasbourg, France where he 
met with his fellow NATO mem
b ers . A nd w h ile  O b am a 's  
standout performance has prac
tically made his status as this 
country's first African Ameri
can president a non-issue, one 
cannot help but notice how he 
and the F irst Lady added  a 
splash o f color to the meetings 
with their European counter

parts.
O bam a's em ergence as a 

world leader also reminds us 
that not so long ago, Martin 
Luther King Jr. and others 
were roundly criticized for 
straying outside the accepted 
confines of the civil rights de

bate to remind us that "injus
tice anywhere is a threat to ju s
tice everywhere."

F o rty -o n e  y ea rs  ago , on 
April 4,1968, when Dr. King was 
assassinated on the balcony of 
the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, 
he was in the process of broad
ening his message from one fo
cused exclusively on the suf
fering of African Americans to 
one that em phasized the eco-

nomic, political and spiritual in
terdependence o f all people. 
He spoke out against the war in 
Vietnam, against apartheid in 
South Africa, and he made the 
point that while life for black 
Americans was hard, "millions 
of poor white Americans are in 
ec o n o m ic  b o n d ag e  th a t is 
scarcely less oppressive."

Dr. King bravely called for "a 
worldwide fellowship that lifts 
neighborly  concern  beyond 
one's tribe, race, class, and na
tion." Those words are just as 
relevant for these times, as the 
world faces the greatest eco
nomic crisis since the Great De
pression and the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan threaten glo
bal stability.

T h a t is w hy P re s id en t 
Obama's message of global co
operation and shared respon-
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sibility and his singular brand 
of personal diplomacy on dis
play at both summits, was such 
a welcome departure from the 
go-it-alone policies of the last 
eight years.

In London, the President 
helped negotiate an agreement 
by the leaders o f the world's 
largest econom ies to  m ake 
more than $1 trillion available 
for new lending.

With the loss o f  an o th er 
633,0(X) jo b s in M arch here 
at hom e, and unem ploym ent 
now at 8.5 percent, the P resi
d en t e m p h a s iz e d  th a t "no 
corner o f  the globe can wall 
itse lf o ff from  the threats o f 
the 21 st century, or from  the 
needs and concerns o f  fe l
low nations.”

B efore h is NATO allie s , 
Obama stressed the need for 
international cooperation  in 
fighting the war in A fghani
stan and com bating al-Qaeda, 
saying that the terrorist group 
could attack any nation and 
that every country has a stake 
in its defeat.

On April 4 ,1967, one year to 
the day before his assassina
tion, Dr. King gave a speech at 
Riverside Church in New York 
in which he called for a revolu
tion of values saying that, "In 
the final analysis our loyalties 
m ust beco m e ec u m e n ica l 
rather than sectional. Every 
nation must now develop an 
overriding loyalty to mankind 
as a whole in order to preserve 
the best in their individual so
cieties."

In his first foreign trip as 
P re s id e n t B arack  O b am a 
proved to be a worthy descen
dent o f that dream.

Marc Moriai is president 
and chief executive officer of 
the National Urban League.

actors, “and that a series o f 
actions taken against a spe
cific population may not ind i
v id u a lly  have the in ten t o f  
genocide, but w hen co n s id 
ered together, have the long
term  im pact o f “the physical 
destruction  o f the g roup .”

In re tro sp e c t, one o f  the 
greatest political errors, and 
moral lapses, was the C linton 
A d m in is tra tio n ’s re fu sa l to 
recognize the m ass genocide 
ta k in g  p lace  in R w anda in 
1994. P resident C lin ton had 
ea rlie r in his adm inistra tion  
placed U.S. troops in S om a
lia, w hich resulted in a m inor 
military disaster. The fiasco in 
Som alia made C linton reluc
tant to  take p roac tive  m e a
sures in C entral A frica to d e
fend hum an rights.

In theory, the O bam a A d
m inistration  has put together 
an a n t i - g e n o c id e  “ d re a m  
team ” for identify ing and re 
ac tin g  to  g lobal a tro c itie s . 
T h e  te am  in c lu d e s  Jo h n  
P re n d e r g a s t ,  h e a d  o f  th e  
“Enough P roject" that iden ti
fies c o n f lic ts  that can tu rn  
into genocides; Susap Rice, 
o u r U .N . a m b a ssa d o r; and  
H arvard Professor Sam antha 
Pow ers, P u litzer P rize-w in 
ning author and a m em ber of 
O bam a’s foreign policy team.

These individuals will co n 
c e n tr a te  th e ir  e n e rg ie s  in 
D arfu r and w estern  S udan ,

form s o f genocide. We usu
ally think about genocide as 
the end product o f  m ilita ry  
conflict. H ow ever, genocide 
p ro p erly  d e fin e d  is the d e 
struction  o f a g roup ’s ability 
to reproduce itself, to provide 
resources to nourish  its ch il
dren  and young adults, and 
to protect itse lf from  both the 
bru tality  o f law enforcem ent 
authorities as well as the m ili
tary.

O ne m ight argue tha t for 
m il l io n s  o f  y o u n g  b la c k  
people in the U nited States, 
under A m erica’s new system  
o f color-blind racism , they are 
experiencing  a subtle form  o f 
genocide .

W ith b lack  y o u th  u n em 
ploym ent today exceeding 30 
percent, and high school drop
ou t rates above 50 percen t, 
we are w itnessing the destruc
tion o f the fu tures and oppor
tu n it ie s  fo r you n g  A frican  
A m ericans.

The dim ensions o f this trag
edy are not as traum atic as in 
the eastern  C ongo or Darfur. 
H ow ever, they nevertheless 
rep resen t fundam ental ch a l
lenge in our pursu it o f racial 
ju stice  in the U nited States.

Dr. Manning Marable is a 
professor o f African-Ameri
can studies and director o f 
the Center for Contemporary 
Black History at Columbia 
University.
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