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Minority Contracting Goals Achieved
Portland
Development 
Commission 
success noted

The Portland Development 
C om m ission  has announced 
that minority, women and emerg
ing small businesses received 
almost 37 percent o f all PDC 
contract expenditures for fiscal 
year 2007-2008.

The MWESB firms represent 
$42 million out of the $ 114 mil
lion expended by PDC. These 
contracts include construction 
projects and personal services 
contracts.

Newsmaker for Community Contributions
PDC’s John 
Jackley works 
for diversity

The Royal Rosarians held its 
annual Newsmakers of the Year 
Awards banquet last month cel
ebrating newsworthy contribu
tions to the community.

John Jackley of the Portland 
Development Commission was 
the Portland O bserver’s hon
oree for 2009. The newspaper 
was one of eight media repre
sentatives invited to help be
stow public recognition for spe
cial contributions to the com 
munity.

Jackley  is the D irector o f 
Communications and Business 
Equity at the PDC, a govern
ment organization that has been 
able in the last several years to 
achieve construction workforce 
diversity performance exceed
ing 21 percent people of color 
and 36 percent use of minority, 
wom en and em erging sm all 
business subcontracting firms.

Í

“T he new  p o lic ie s  w e’ve 
im plem ented, which actively 
encourage M W ESB firm s to 
work on PDC projects, have re
sulted in a 300 percent increase 
in the dollars directed to these 
firm s over the past two years,” 
said PDC Executive Director 
Bruce Warner. “1 am extremely 
proud of that number.”

In add ition  to the do lla rs 
sp en t on p ro je c ts , the 
w orkforce diversity  policies 
PDC im plem ented have pro
duced numbers not previously 
seen on large-scale construc
tion projects in Portland.

Minority and female workers 
represented 28 percent o f all 
hours worked on projects which 
received som e level o f PDC

Bruce Warner

John Jackley o f  th e  Portland D evelopm ent C om m ission  rece ives  a Royal R osarians N e w sm a k er  o f  th e  Year award for h is  
contributions to  ach ieve  workforce diversity a t PDC. He w as n o m in a ted  for th e  award by th e  Portland O bserver. A lso  
p ictured  (from left) are Royal Rosarian Lord High Chancellor S u e  Klobertanz, Kathy Linder o f  th e  Portland O bserver, 
Charles W ashington, pub lisher o f  the  new spaper, and  Royal Rosarian D enny Baker.

He is responsible for maximiz- 
ing financial resources in the 
city’s urban renewal areas and 
for achieving social equity in 
its investments; directing com 
m unications and public o u t
reach; diversity in contracting 
and workforce; administration 
of the Board of Commissioners, 
and other political and policy 
issues.

Jackley previously served as 
executive officer at the Oregon 
Department o f Transportation, 
where he helped create a $100 
million Connect Oregon trans
portation program, supervised
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funding. In the South W ater
front, over 20 percent o f w ork
ers earning their journey card 
(meaning they com pleted ap
prenticeship program s) w ere 
minorities.

“W e've a lso  been ab le to 
ach iev e  th ese  su c ce sses  in 
partnership with organized la
bor,” John Jackley, PDC direc
to r o f  co m m u n ica tio n s  and 
business equity. “More than 90 
percent o f our projects pay pre
vailing wage rates. These are 
family wage jobs that include 
health insurance benefits which 
are important for everyone.”

The developm ent agency’s 
com munity-based model to in
crease diversity in contracting 
and workforce hiring includes

a co n stru c tio n  w age policy, 
business and workforce equity 
policy, and com m unity-based 
w orkforce diversity advisory 
committee.

These efforts have resulted 
in the organization’s first-ever 
workforce diversity goals and 
upcom ing new contractor re
quirements. PDC’s Board also 
adopted in 2009 a strategic plan 
goal of social equity.

By closely working with the 
National Association o f M inor
ity C on trac to rs-O regon , the 
M inority Cham bers o f  C om 
m erce and the M etropolitan  
Contracting Improvement Part
nership, the development com 
m ission focuses on building 
contractor capacity, a renewed

partnership with organized la
bor and support for pre-appren
ticeship programs such as O r
egon T radesw om en Inc., the 
E vening  T rades A p p ren tice
ship Program , W orkSystem s 
Inc., Irvington Covenant, Port
land Youthbuilders and CAWS 
(Construction A pprenticeship 
and Workforce Solutions)

“Due to the economic climate 
we are now experiencing, we 
anticipate that total construc
tion spending will slow down 
for the curren t fiscal y ear,” 
Jackley said. “Nevertheless, we 
will work to ensure that there is 
diverse and inclusive participa
tion in whatever construction 
dollars are available.”

a $471 million per biennium lo
cal governm ent construction  
program, and led the agency’s 
m in o rity  c o n tra c tin g  and 
workforce initiatives. He previ
ously served as senior legisla
tive assistan t in the O regon 
Senate Democratic Caucus of
fice and as an elected member 
of the West Linn-Oregon City 
Council.

Before moving to Oregon, he 
worked as press secretary and 
political advisor to members of 
the Dem ocratic leadership in 
the U.S. House o f Representa
tives in Washington, DC. His 
first book. Hill Rat: Blowing the 
Lid O ff Congress, was a Wash
in g to n  P o st an d  n a tio n a l 
bestseller; and was followed by 
Below The Beltway, a top-sell
ing accoun t o f W ashington, 
D C ’s political culture in the 
Clinton years.

Jackley has provided politi
cal commentary on the Today 
Show, ABC News Nightline, C- 
NBC, CSPAN, Fox M orning 
N ew s, and  In s id e  E d itio n , 
where he also worked as a con
sulting producer. His com m en
tary and reviews have appeared 
in the New York Times, Wash
ington Post, Wall Street Jour
nal, N ew sw eek , A sso c ia ted  
Press, the Economist, and many 
others. He previously worked 
for the Council o f the Americas 
and in the Political Section of 
the U.S. Embassy in the Repub
lic o f Panama.

John graduated cum  laude 
from Washington and Lee U ni
versity in Virginia and received 
the Certificate o f Public M an
agem ent from  the A tk inson  
S ch o o l o f  B u s in e ss  at 
W illam ette U niversity in O r
egon.
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'You re a g rea t g u y ... 
but when yo u  're playing, 
you 're  different. And it 
sure doesn't seem like fun.

Need help with a gambling problem, or know someone who does?

1-877-MY LIMIT
1877MYLIMIT.org
Sponsored by the Oregon Lottery'

Treatment is free, confidential and it works.

Black Coalition 
Builds Reserve

The Black C itizen ’s C oali
tion o f Neighborhoods is look
ing to stay solvent in d ifficu lt 
tim es. T he c o a lit io n  a d v o 
cates policy m akers on behalf 
o f  is su e s  fa c in g  the  b la ck  
com m unity like jobs, housing, 
and gentrification .

D irector W illie Brow n says 
th e  g ro u p  is try in g  to  cu t 
c o s ts  on  an a lre a d y  s h o e 
string budget made up o f small 
grants. The group has no paid 
staff.

The organization  is taking 
these steps so that it can be t
ter fund its program s; efforts 
like the support it g ives to  
residents who w ere d isplaced 
by H urricane K atrina and lo 
cal kids who need help find
ing sum m er jobs, am ong other 
issu es.

“Any dollars we can save 
are a p lus,” Brown said.

In order to pinch pennies, 
the coalition  is m oving out o f 
its ren ted  space next to  the 
o ffices  o f  the P ortland  O b
se rver at 4747 N .E. M artin  
Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Brown also  noted that his 
group is trying to get funding 
fro m  th e  c i t y ’s O ff ic e  o f  
N eighborhood Involvem ent.

C u rre n tly , n e ig h b o rh o o d

Willie Brown

organizations can get funding 
from  the city, but since the 
coalition  doesn ’t represent a 
specific  geog raph ic  area o f 
Portland, i t’s considered  d if 
ferent, and needs to apply for 
the  C iv ic  L e a d e rsh ip  P ro 
gram.

A ccording to Brian Hoop, 
m anager for the c ity ’s neigh
borhood resource center, the 
coalition  applied last year for 
a $67,000 grant, but was un 
successful. It did get a $2,500 
grant that could  be used for a 
broad range o f activities.

1877MYLIMIT.org

