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Death, Drugs Tarnish Motown Legacy

Fortune was not kind to many of the artists

Some time during the 1970s,
Marvin Gaye reflected on his tur-
bulent career in an obscure tune
called "Dream of a Lifetime."

"Ithank God formy wonderful
life," sang the Motown Records
enfant terrible. "I've had my ups
and downs, but I thank God."

Gaye's life ended violently in
1984, His father, a former preacher,
shot him dead during a domestic
dispute the day before the ginger
turned 45.

As Motown celebrates its 50th
anniversary throughout 2009, the
record label and music fans will
no doubt focus on the upbeat
songs and fresh-faced perform-
ers who brought joy to millions of
people around the world.

Smokey Robinson, Diana Ross
and Stevie Wonder have become
legends in theirown lifetimes, but
fortune was not as kind to other
artists and composers who toiled
in the spartan studio at "Hitsville
U.S.A." near downtown Detroit.

Drugs, poverty, suicide and
murder claimed many Motown
figures. Gaye, a tortured soul
whose stardom was marked by
drugs, divorce, label disputes and
bankruptcy, is probably the high-
est-profile casualty.

A year before Gaye was killed,
virtuoso bass player James
Jamerson died in obscurity. A rag-
ing alcoholic who playedon Gaye's
landmark 1971 album"What's Go-
ing On," Jamerson has since been
deified by music aficionados.

Others remain less well known.

Roger Penzabene, the co-writer
of the Temptations' mournful
masterpiece "l Wish It Would
Rain," committed suicide in 1967.
Hard-partying drummer Benny
Benjamin, the backbeat of the
Motown sound, was silenced by
astroke in 1969 after battling drugs
and alcohol.

Temptations co-founder Paul
Williams, the heart of the group
and lead singer on "Don't Look
Back," turned to alcohol and was
eventually unable to perform. Two
years after quitting, he shot him-
self dead in 1973, while sitting in
a car parked two blocks from
Motown.

Another troubled former
Temptation David Ruffin, who
sang lead on "My Girl," died of a
drug overdose in 1991,

Early Motown star Mary Wells
of "My Guy" fame died the fol-
lowing year of throat cancer. She
endured poverty in her dying
days, as did former Supreme Flo-
rence Ballard, who succumbed to
a coronary thrombosis in 1976.

Of course, most labels have a
lengthy listof casualties, and cre-
ative people do have their frail-
ties. But Motown, initially at least,
treated its artists like family, tak-
ing care of all their personal and
professional needs.

Yetitalso was run like an auto
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Performances
at Jefferson
Auditorium

Tickets are now on sale for
performances of “The Wiz,”
the all-black adaptation of the
“Wonderful Wizard of Oz,
under production by
Stumptown Stages, a local the-
ater company bringing a spec-
trum of theatrical experiences
to a wide and diverse audience.

Performances are scheduled
Feb. 13 through March 11 at
the Jefferson High School Au-
ditorium, 5210 N, Kerby Ave.
Shows on Fridays and Satur-
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Motown musician James Jamerson , who played bass on Marvin
Gaye's landmark 1971 album "What's Going On, " died in 1983

and has since been deified by music

Motown recording artist Florence Ballard of The Supremes

assembly line, with heavy pres-
sure on everyone to keep churn-
ing out hits and to tour relent-
lessly.

"Those who drank or did drugs
became alcoholics and addicts
because of the stress of the road,”
said Billy J. Wilson, head of the
Detroit-based Motown Alumni
Association. "They become de-
pressed, and the depression was
based around the environment of
the entertainment business.”

Some evidently thrived, like
the Four Tops, whose lineup re-
mained unchangeduntil 1997, But
others had existing conditions
exacerbated by the demands of
stardom.

"Jamerson was hellbent on
drinking himself to death,” said
Alan Slutsky, whose Jamerson
biography "Standing in the Shad
ows of Motown" inspired the

Wiz’ Coming

days are at 8 p.m., with Sunday
matinees at 2 p.m.

In addition, there will be a 7
p.m. show on Sunday, March
1 and a special benefit perfor-
mance for Jefferson High
School and the Portland School
District that will take place
Thursday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $27 for general
admission and $25 to students
and seniors. For additional in-
formation, visit
stumptownstages.com or call
the box-office at 503-38 1 -8686

The performances are made
possible by the Oregon Arts
Commission, Regional Arts and
Culture Council and Portland
Public Schools.
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aficionados.

Motown recording artists The Jackson Five are seen in this circa 1960 publicity photo.

Marvin Gaye, a Motown artist whose life ended violently.

Double J Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$15 & up PRICED TO SELL
All tires mounted & blanched on the car, out the door - no additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of any new or used tire-
limited to stock on hand 30 years in business
2 locations to Serve You
6841 NE MLK, Portland 503-283-9437

4510 SE 52" & Holgate 503-771-1834
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2002 documentary of the same
name. "He had issues going on in
his head that had nothing to do
with Motown."

Ruffin, Slutsky added, "was a
justa lunatic. He would have been
crazy anywhere." And Gaye, he
said, "was tormented by a gazillion
phobias."

Motown Records founder
Berry Gordy did warn his stars
about the perils of showbiz and
the necessity of saving money,
"but you just can't watch all the
adults," Wilson said. "Trying to
babysit adults, forget that."

Wilson, who was friends with
Ruffin, said he refused Motown's
offers of help. Ballard, another
friend, was miserable on the road,
broke her contract with Motown,
and accordingly never received
any royalties

"She screwed up," Wilson said.
"Everybody that died in a tragic
way, they all regretted their ac-
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Computer Repair
We Fix Laptops & Desktops

« Screen replacement
* Keyboard
* Custom systems
* Data Backup/Recovery
>4 * Virus & Spyware Removal
ERuiCES « Hardware/Software Installs

CPCS 31 503-247-3169

NE Killingsworth

Your Care
Our First Priority

L Dr. Marcelitte Failla
" Chiropractic Physician

We are located at

1716 N.E. 42™ Ave.
Portland, OR 97213

( Between Broadway
and Sandy Blvd.)

* Automobile accident injuries
» Chronic headache and joint pain
* Workers Compensation injuries
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N Callforan appointment! (503) 228-6140

25 Years of Experience

Aggressively representing ™ 3
individuals with legal

problems in criminal ‘ﬂ_"‘i |
allegations & employment | ‘E:’
discrimination T e

Low Cost

Let me help you with legal questions
Attorney Sona Joiner

503-241-11
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Northwest Voice For Christ Ministries
"R ‘A Community Church”

Bishop H. L. Hodge, PhD
Pastor/Teacher/Revivalist

“The Voice Speaks”

Worship Service: Sundays- 8:00 A.M.
Seminars: Bible Themes- Wednesdays- 6:00 P.M.
“God, The Father”; “God, The Son”; and “God, The Holy Spirit™

Bishop Hodge and Congregation invite you to join
us at our appointment with Jesus.

We Reach. Teach, & Preach in Jesus’ name!!!

Location: 4800 NE 30th Ave.
Portland, Oregon

To inquire about our Church or Ministry
call 503 863-6545 or email hodgehspks@msn.com

State Farm® SRATE PAOM

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Michael E Harper ...

We moved to our new location at:
9713S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR
503-221-3050

Fax 503-227-8757
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