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New Senator is Only Black Member
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New Prices Effective May 1,2007 
Martin Cleaning Service 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG $45.00 

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: ! small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.00
(With Other Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $10.00

Democrats 
move beyond 
controversy

(AP) -  Roland Burris took his 
place as Barack Obama's succes
sor in the Senate on Thursday, 
ending a standoff that embar
rassed the president-elect and 
fellow Democrats who initially 
resisted the appointment by scan
dal-scarred Illinois Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich.

"I do," Burris said with a grin 
as Vice President Dick Cheney 
administered the oath of office to 
the former Illinois attorney gen
eral who takes Obama's place as 
the Senate's only black member.

More than a week after his

Roland Burris

colleagues were sworn in, Burris 
was seated Thursday without 
objection or a roll call vote, even 
though Majority Leader Harry 
Reid had said senators would have 
their voices heard on whether to 
accept his appointment.

Illinois delegation members

and members of the Congres
sional BlackCaucusjoined Demo
cratic and Republican senators in 
giving Burris a congratulatory 
standing ovation, handshakes 
and hugs on the Senate floor.

Senate Democrats wanted to 
move beyond the distracting con
troversy and its racial undertones.

Both Reid and Illinois' senior 
senator, Dick Durbin, smiled 
broadly and praised Burris in 
speeches, insisting anew that 
their previous resistance wasn't 
about Burris personal ly but rather 
about how he was appointed.

Later in a stately parlor off the 
Senate floor, Burris told his fam
ily, friends and a few colleagues 
that being seated in the Senate 
was "a dream come true," and 
pledged to uphold the Constitu

tion and do his best to represent 
Illinois

It was a warmer welcome than 
the one Burris received two weeks 
ago when he showed up on Capi
tol Hill to be swom in with his 
colleagues, only to be turned 
away into the cold and rain by 
Senate Democratic leaders who 
argued that Burris' appointment 
wasn't valid under Senate rules.

But as the soon-to-be-im- 
peached Blagojevich watched 
from afar, Burris dug in and the 
two Senate Democratic leaders 
ultimately relented under pres
sure from Obama and rank-and- 
file Democrats who worried that 
the episode was distracting from 
more important matters and put
ting the party — and the presi
dent-elect — in a bad light.

Merkley on Health, Education Panel

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning 
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning 
Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment 
Spot & Stain Removal Service 
Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Sofa 
Loveseat 
Sectional 
Chair or Recliner 
Throw Pillows

$79.00 
$59.00 
$109 - $139 
$35 - $49 
$5.00

(With Other Services)

(AP)—  U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley 
has won a place on the Senate 
Health. Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee.

Merkley, a Portland Demo
crat who took office two weeks 
ago, had been seeking appoint
ment to the panel, which over
sees a broad range of issues, 
including health care, labor 
standards and em ploym ent, 
education, student loans, arts 
and humanities and biomedical 
research and development.

Merkley also serves on the 
Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee.

He said in a statement that the 
two committees will play a key
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role in setting the nation's agenda 
in areas ranging from health care 
to education, the environment, 
global warming and worker pro
tections.

With these two committee as
signments, Merkley added, he will 
be able to work with colleagues 
and P residen t-e lec t Barack 
Obama to get the nation "back on 
track."

<
 Newly elected U.S.

Sen. Je ff Merkley,
D-Ore., takes the oath o f 
office from Vice President 
Dick Cheney. He was 
jo ined  his wife Mary 
Sorteberg, daughter 
Brynne, and son Jonathan.
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NAACP Joins Proposition 8 Challenge

Dixion \  Rib Pit
503-753-0868

Hours
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Saturday 

Sunday after church at 3:00 p.m.

Supporting 
minority rights in 
same sex battle

The NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund has filed a friend of 
the court b rie f challeng ing  
California’s Proposition 8, the voter- 
approved referendum against gay 
marriage ban, on the grounds that the
basic rights of a minority group cannot be 
taken away by a simple majority.

LDF joins other civil rights groups, the 
Asian American Pacific Legal Center, the

Mexican American Legal De
fense and Educational Fund, 
Equal Justice Society, and the 
California NAACP in calling 
for the invalidation of Prop 8.

“It is imperative that the Su
preme Court of California rec
ognize that by allowing Prop 8 
to take effect, it is setting a 
dangerous precedent that al
lows a bare majority to strip 
minority groups of their fun

damental rights. We are joining this chal
lenge to ensure that the rights of all minority 
groups are being protected,” said John 
Payton, LDF president and director-coun-

Pick up Delivery 
and Catering

Dinners $9.50 
Sandwiches $8.50

And Soul Food

sel.
The Cal ifomia S upreme Court recognized 

marriage as a fundamental right. To take 
away that right a constitutional revision re
quiring a two-thirds vote by the state legis
lature -  and not just a simple majority vote -  
would be needed in order to bar same-sex 
marriage. If Prop 8 is allowed to stand the 
fundamental rights of all minority groups will 
be placed in jeopardy.

“Proposition 8 effects more than just the 
LGBT community. This decision will ulti
mately affect how the rights of all minority 
groups are treated in the state of California,” 
said Anurima Bhargava, director of LDF's 
education practice.
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Crime Stoppers 
offer reward

Crime Stoppers has offered a 
cash reward of up to $ 1,000 for 
information, reported to Crime 
Stoppers, that leads to the arrest 
of a man who robbed two Plaid 
Pantry stores in north Portland.

On Wednesday, Oct. 29, at 
approximately 8:35 p.m., the sus

pect entered the Plaid Pantry at 
6510 North Greeley Ave. and 
picked out beer from the cooler 
and then approached the clerk at 
the counter to demand money.

Atapproximately,9:45 p.m, the 
same suspect entered a Plaid Pan
try, located at 1463 N. Hayden 
Island Drive, and armed with a 
knife, demanded money from the 
clerk. In both robberies, the crime 
was caught on surveillance video. The Portland Police Bureau, in 

cooperation with Crime Stop
pers, is asking for your help in 
identifying a serial robber caught 
on videotape robbing a local 
Plaid Pantry store.

We flash & unlock cell phones
Cell Phone Repairs

Fix screen • Water damage • Power supply 

303 N.E. Killingsworth
503-735-1422 */0% of flashing with this coupon
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Michael Tillery
Broker 

503.975.8004
michael@bridgetownrealty.com

Please call me, your neighborhood 
specialist, for any of your Real Estate 
needs. My success is built on a 
commitment to quality service.

Platinum Fade

Then on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
at approximately 7:33 p.m., the 
same suspect went back to the 
Plaid Pantry on North Greeley, 
and with physical force, robbed 
the same employee. The suspect 
approached the clerk and immedi
ately grabbed her by her sweater 
and demanded money from the 
cash register.

The suspect is a black male in 
his mid-thirties, 5 feet, 7 inches to 
6 feet tall, 175 pounds and bald. In 
the first two robberies, he was 
wearing a dark blue hooded 
sweatshirt with the words “Polo 
Jeans” on the front.

Attacked for Not Speaking English
Seattle police are looking fora 

man who attacked two other men 
after he overheard one of them on 
a cell phone speaking something 
other than English.

The two victims, both African 
immigrants, were inside a store 
when one got a phone call on his 
cell phone. He stepped outside to 
speak when a motorist in a truck 
stopped at a red light yelled at the 
man, reportedly telling him to

"speak English."
The victim tried to tell the driver

he didn't speak English well, and 
that's when the man got out of his 
truck, yelled some religious slurs 
at the man, then punched him 
twice. When the victim's friend 
tried to intervene, the assailant 
punched that man, too.

The attacker threatened to kill 
both men before getting back into 
his truck and driving off.
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Best Barbers in Town & Razor Line Cuts 
5010 NE 9th Unit A 

Portland Oregon 97221
503-284-2989

Hours o f operation:
M-F 9 am - 6  pm 
Sat 8 am -  9 pm 
Sun 11 am -  6 pm
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Hume Office. Bloomington Illinois 61/10

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.
Agent
4946 N Vaneonvei Avenue Portland, OR 9/717 
503 Tflfi 1103 Fa» 503 786 1,46 
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