
Page A4 il!‘‘'P ortlattò ffîhseruer lanuaiy 21, 2009

In memory of 
Joyce Washington 
We miss you mom

Happy 70th
Birthday
Kathrine

Curry
Proverbs 31

Love from your 
children, grandchi Idren 

and great grandkids
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NEW

Opinion
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the 
views o f the Portland Observer. We welcome reader 
essays, photos and story ideas. Submit to 
news @ portlandobserver. com.

Glorious Day, Glorious Result
America’s first 
black president

The following is an editorial 
o f  the Portland Observer:

B arack O bam a’s inaugura­
tion as the 44th president o f the 
U nited States was a glorious 
day for all A m ericans.

By becom ing the first A fri­
can American president, Obama 
fulfills the prom ise in our D ecla­
ration o f Independence w hich 
states that all m en are created

equal.
D em ocracy m ade this h is­

toric day possible.
By a clear m ajority, people of 

all backgrounds rejected the ra ­
cial b iases o f the past and voted 
for a person w ho had proved 
his qualifica tions for the h igh­
est office in the land and as our 
com m ander in chief.

A s a com m unity  organizer, 
co n s titu tio n a l law  p ro fesso r 
and U.S. Senator, Barack Obama 
ran a cam paign that reached out 
to the A m erican people. He im ­

pressed A m erica with his o ra ­
tory skills and intellect.

He earned support from  all 
dem ograph ics , reg a rd le ss  o f 
race and ideology, but esp e­
cially from  the m any drum  m a­
jors forequality  and civil rights.

This d o esn ’t m ean racial d i­
visions have ended. We know 
the hurtful hate o f prejudices 
still cause great harm  and must 
be confron ted  today and to ­
morrow.

But the inauguration o f a per­
son o f color is a fu lfillm ent o f

the ideal that children anyw here 
can aspire to becom e president 
them selves.

President O bam a fulfills the 
dream  o f our great civil rights 
hero. Dr. M artinL utherK ingJr., 
w ho looked for that day w hen a 
person is A m erica is judged  on 
their character and not the color 
o f  the ir skin.

A m erica judged  character.
O bam a’s inauguration  as the 

first A frican A m erican P resi­
dent is a grand resu lt o f the long 
fight for equality  and justice .

Enduring Power of a Dream
Barack Obama brings new chapter
by Ralph B. E verett

Today we begin a 
new chapter in the story 
of America and in the 
promise it holds for all 
people.

Tw o hundred  and 
thirty-three years after 
o u r c o u n try  w as
founded on bedrock principles o f 
human equality, an African Ameri­

can now occupies the 
highest elected office 
in the land. Behind that 
simple fact are many 
tales about the arc of 
our h is to ry  and the 

_ . p eo p le  w ho have 
helped bend it toward 
this moment.

President Barack Obama has 
already begun to set a new direc-
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tion to address the enorm ous 
burdens that have been placed 
on his shoulders.

But for the rest o f us, espe­
cially those who never thought 
they would live to see this day, it 
is a time to pause and reflect on 
the wonders of our democracy 
and the enduring power o f the 
dream  that has been carried  
through the ages from the found­
ing fathers to Dr. King and into 
the present day.

It isa tim e to teach our children 
about the new possibilities that 
are now theirs to behold.

And while the vision of a more

perfect union now seems closer 
to our grasp, our new President 
has noted that there is a long road 
ahead o f us.

At the same time, he has spo­
ken eloquently about a new spirit 
o f service and responsibility in 
which each American is called 
upon to look after not only our­
selves, but each other.

W e wholeheartedly endorse 
that message and pledge to carry 
it forward in every aspect o f our 
work.

Ralph B. Everett is president 
o f  the Joint Center fo r  Political 
and Economic Studies.

Enormous Positive Change
by R ea Carey

A m e r i c a  
m ade h is to ry  
today with the 
swearing-in of 
Barack Obama 
as its 44th presi­
dent.

It is our hope 
this truly marks
the dawn o f a new political era of 
engagement in the lifeof thiscoun- 
try.

In his speech, the president 
spoke of our nation’s need to 
reaffirm its enduring spirit and 
“carry forward that precious gift, 
that noble idea ... (theJ promise 
that all are equal, all are free, and 
all deserve a chance to pursue 
their full measure of happiness.’’

Our country has made signifi­
cant strides in advancing this

‘noble idea ' tow ard  full- 
fledged reality, but w e’re not 
there yet. Too many people 
continue to face discrim ina­
tion and hardship.

As President Obama as­
sumes the role o f A m erica's 
foremost leader, we call upon 
him to fulfill the promise of a 
nation where lesbian, gay,

bisexual and transgender people 
are recognized and valued as part 
o f this country's strength, spirit 
and solution.

The fact that the official White 
House W eb site was updated just 
this afternoon with a list o f com ­
mitments to LGBT rights is al­
rea d y  e n o rm o u s  p o s it iv e  
change.”\

Rea Carey is executive direc­
tor o f  the National Gay and Les­
bian Task Force.

President Obama’s Leadership
by S en. J eee M erki.ey

As I traveled to the Capitol
today, 1 could feel agrow ing sense 
ofexcitem entalloverthiscity. At 
one point, Mary and I went passed 
a city bus full o f people chanting 
‘O bam a’ and the streets got pro­
gressively more crowded and fes­
tive as we neared the National
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Mall.
There was a trem endous feel­

ing o f purpose and a readiness to 
em bark on a new chapter in our 
nation’s history.

President Obama really cap­
tured the difficult place we are in 
as a country -  faced with two 
wars and a broken economy.

He observed, however, that 
America has faced difficult chal­
lenges before. And as we have 
w orked together to overcom e 
those challenges, we will work 
together to overcome what lies 
before us.

President O bam a appropri­
ately gave a serious speech -  not 
one full o f applause lines but one 
that really outlined the problems 
we face and prepared the nation 
for the difficult choices we will 
have to make to get back on track.

I know 1 join all Americans in 
pledging to work with President 
Obama to take the necessary steps 
to restore peace and prosperity, 
and ensure that we are all able to 
fulfill our God-given potential.

J e ff  M erkley o f  Portland is the 
newly elected U.S. Senator from  
Oregon.
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