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Clarity of the Moment
Obama’s election defines our time

Finding My Voice through a Ballot
A generation 
coming to age
by Jordyn Livingston-Esquibel

I believe that my generation 
w ill be the first to aggressively  
change the d irection  this country  
is heading.

W e have for the most part been 
raised by parents who w itnessed 
or participated in the largest call for 
action thus far in A m erican his
tory, the civil rights m ovem ent.

T o th ink that o lder generations 
w ould w onder why m y genera
tion has becom e so passionately 
involved seem s obliv ious to me. 
I have grow n up w atching ballo ts 
being recounted  for w hat seem ed 
like m onths, and planes crashing 
into build ings. T his is the first 
e lec tion  I have been able to par
ticipate in.

As I watched the results scroll 
across the screen and the m inutes

A Shift in Our Politics and Priorities
Celebrating a 
historic victory
by Rep. C arolyn C. K ilpatrick

A m erica is w itnessing an un
im aginable trium ph. Sen. Barack 
O bam a has been elected to serve 
as 44th President o f  the United 
States o f  A m erica and the first 
African A m erican to guide our 
nation.

This monum ental victory repre
sents a significant shift in our 
nation’s politics and priorities. It 
signals that we have m ade great 
strides in breaking dow n racial and 
cultural barriers that have histori
cally paralyzed the full participa
tion o f all Americans.

Now, little boys and girls across 
the country can truly dream  w ith
out lim itations and actualize the 
true prom ise o f  this great land. 
W hen a  young child  o f color as
pires to one day be the President o f

turn into hours, I felt my heart 
speeding up and my palms getting 
sweaty. The stage was set for a 
gender and racially driven election 
in the primary: A black man, a women 
and Hispanic m an all running for 
the m ost pow erful position  in 
America.

My generation recognized from 
the first time Barack O bam a was on 
O prah that our voices had to be 
heard.

Voting was created as a privi
lege that only som e could partici
pate in, but now I feel my genera
tion has made voting a part o f who 
you are. Politics has grow n from 
som ething talked about every four 
years to becom ing im bedded in my 
culture and identity.

Voting is no longer a private 
thing but is now a base for where 
o n e ’s m orals stand.

Since our country was attacked 
on Sept. 11 ,20011 have felt that my 
generation has stepped up and

K
l the United States, 

w e can  a ssu re  
L’  them. Yes, youean!

By issuing the 
P l  c la r io n  c a ll o f  

change. PresidentWhen a young child o f color aspires 
to one day be the President o f the United 
States, we can assure them, Yes, you can!

elect Barack O bam a 's m essage 
resonated with A m erican voters 
from  the channels o f cyberspace, 
th e  c o rn f ie ld s  o f  Io w a , the  
everglades o f  Florida to the peaks 
ofVirginia.

For21 months, he mobilized our 
hopes for a stronger and more 
unified A m erica by concisely ar
ticulating his plan to m ake the 
w orking class central to an eco
nom ic recovery plan. His sensible 
strategy for revam ping our nation’s

called for change. The difference 
between now and in the 1960scivil 
rights m ovem ent is that my gen
eration has decided to w ork from 
the inside out.

W e did not try and im peach 
G eorge W. B usho rw alkon  W ash
ington; we have decided to  use the 
first voting pow ers we have as our 
voice. W e w itnessed the m ost vi
cious attack on our country to date 
and have had to live in fear o f  what 
is next to com e.

Living in the dark about the 
level o f security I have in my own 
house and being too young to feel 
like I can m ake a difference has 
made me feel like my country is in 
a state o f  crisis.

Because o f this constant state 
o f  fear, people in my generation 
have tried to becom e as politically 
aware as possible. There is not a 
place on m y cam pus that I can talk 
about politics w ithout som eone 
from my generation w anting to

education and health care system s 
along with protecting A m erican 
liberties both at hom e and abroad, 
am assed great support and helped 
clinch the election.

Principally, Senator O bam a ral

lied broad coalitions by underscor
ing the im portance o f  inclusion, 
while debunking divisive and de
structive devices.

The O bam a cam paign’success- 
fully expanded the electorate, set 
fundraising records, encouraged 
early voting and strategically en 
gaged over 40  million youth voters 
from all across the country. His 
vision for a  new A m erica has tran
scended tim e and place.

On Jan. 20, when President-elect

share theiropinion. Ido  not know 
anyone my age who did not vote.

W hen I received my ballot in 
the mail, I felt a since o f em pow 
erm ent like I have never felt be
fore.

I alw ays heard that my voice 
counted but I have never felt like 
I could make a difference. This 
election has proved, as Barack 
O bam a said, that my generation, 
the people from 18 to 25, have a 
big im pact on how this country is 
going to  be run.

T he fact that m y generation 
w as a part o f electing the first 
black president says a lot about 
w hat our agenda is'and how we 
see this country em erging.

I feel as though as my country 
¡scorning to age, that I am com ing 
o f age as well and so is my entire 
generation.

Jordyn Livingston-Esquibel 
is student at Portland State Uni
versity.

Barack O bam a stands with his 
fam ily and raises his right hand 
and places his left on the Bible, he 
will take his G od-ordered place in 
history as the 44th President o f 
the U nited States o f A merica.

M em bers o f the Congressional 
B lackC aucusareextrem cly proud 
and hum bled by this aw esom e 
accomplishment. W e look forward 
to working with President-Elect 
O b a m a  to  b u ild  a s tro n g e r , 
healthier and m ore just America.

W e are honored to call Presi
dent-E lect Barack O bam a, our 
brother, our colleague, our advo
cate and soon Mr. President. We 
ex tend  our congra tu la tions to 
M ichelle , and the ir daughters 
M alia and Sasha. M ay G od con 
tinue to bless them  as we move 
forward asone nation, indivisible, 
w ith liberty and justice for all.

Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, D- 
Mich., is chairwoman o f the Con
gressional Black Caucus.

by A lgie G atewood 
Every few  genera

tions there com es an 
event that for better or 
w orse transcends the 
ordinary and is written 
indelibly in ou r hearts
and minds. A t such times, our en 
tire society -  som etim es even the 
w hole world -  is transfixed, either 
in horror or in joy  by the singular 
pow er and clarity o f  the mom ent.

Nov. 4 ,2 0 0 8 , w as one o f  those 
moments.
. C onsider the pivotal events o f 

ourtim es:Sept. 11,2001; the fall of 
the Berlin W all; the m oon landing; 
the M arch on W ashington; the 
assassinations o f  Dr. King, and the 
Kennedy brothers. G oing back 
further -  the end o f  the Second 
W orld W ar or the attack on Pearl 
H arbor -  there are the mom ents 
that define our tim es, events that 
by their sheer cultural m ass cause 
us to re-evaluate our place in the 
world. They form  the lens through 
w hich we view  everything that 
com es after.

Think o f it f  A man from humble 
beginnings, the son o f a black father from 
Kenya and a white mother from Kansas, 
has taken his place among the great.

For better o r worse, everyone 
w ho lived through those mom ents 
rem em bers exactly where he or she 
was and exactly what he o r she was 
doing. So brightly are these events 
seared in our m em ories that w ith
out much effort it is easy to sum 
m on the feeling o f  elation or o f 
dread that accom panied them.

Nov. 4 ,2 0 0 8 , was one o f  those 
moments.

Unlike, say, being G erm an, Af
rican, o r Japanese, being an A m eri
can has alw ays been more about 
an idea than about where your 
ancestors cam e from or w hat your 
last name might be. Being an Ameri
can m eans that you can be judged 
not by what fam ily or social class 
you’re bom  into, but by what you 
say and accom plish. B eing an 
A m erican  m eans that you are 
bound only by the limits you place 
on yourself. O r so we have been 
told, generation after generation.

There are those o f  us, however, 
w ho know from experience that the 
ideaofbeing an American is som e
thing that hasn’t alw ays been ex 
tended to  everyone. T here are 
those o f us w ho rem em ber a time 
w hen  the d iffe ren cé  be tw een  
marginalized Americans and “real" 
A m ericans w as as plain as the 
“W hites O nly” sign above the 
door. T ragically , there are m any o f 
us w ho feel that difference still.

It could be said w ith som e accu
racy that one o f  the central narra
ti v eso f the A m erican experience is 
the struggle to live up to the tran
scendent ideals enshrined by thè 
Founders, to ensure that the idea 
o f  being Am erican applies equally 
to everyone. A nd to our credit, we 
have w aged that struggle unre

lentingly.
W ith each passing gen

eration, the circle o f  equals 
has grown. W e abolished 
slavery and banished Jim  
Crow. W e extended the right 
to vote to all adult A m eri

cans, regardless o f  race, creed, 
color, o r gender. W e have actively 
worked to elevate people from non
m ainstream  com m unities into the 
realm s o f  business, governm ent, 
and education.

But as clearly as we can see the 
progress we have m ade, we can 
just as plainly see the w ork that 
rem ains to be done. W om en still 
earn less than men for doing the 
sam e work. P eop leo f color are still 
overrepresented in ou r prisons, 
underrepresented in ou r board- 
room s, and m ore likely to drop out 
o f  school. A vast underclass still 
labors, som etim es illegally, at the 
jobs that “real” A m ericans w on’t 
do. T oo  m uch wealth is still con
centrated in the hands that- have 
controlled it for centuries.

Som etim es, though, a m om ent

com es along where the scales drop 
from  our collective eyes and we see 
ju s t how  close at hand Dr. K ing’s 
dream  really is. T he blood, toil, 
tears and sw eat sacrificed by gen
erations past and present are sud
denly redeem ed and it is revealed 
to us in blinding synchronicity 
how far we have com e.

Nov. 4 ,2 0 0 8 , w as one o f  those 
mom ents.

W e, the A m erican people, have 
elected a president nam ed Barack 
Hussein Obama!

Think o f it! A  m an from  hum ble 
beginnings, the son o f  a black fa
ther from K enyaandaw hite mother 
from K ansas, has taken his place 
am ong the great. A man w ho forhis 
entire life em braced education and 
hard w ork as the foundation o f  his 
success. A  man w ho through his 
ow n m erit and enterprise rose to 
attend H arvard Law -  w here he 
w as nam ed  p re s id en t o f  T he 
H arvard Law Review -  assum ed a 
prestigious professorship — and 
ran successfully for state and na
tional governm ent.

A m an w ho endured the bi le and 
vitriol o f  an em bittered, declining 
racist estab lishm en t, w ho w as 
shamefully called a terrorist, whose 
character w as subjected to every 
imaginable sm ear-h is middle name 
is H ussein! -  ascended  to the 
W hite House on the shoulders o f 
his fellow Americans.

His fellow A m ericans-a ll o f  us, 
together.

Nov. 4 ,2 0 0 8 , was one o f  those 
m om ents and the joy  o f  it show s no 
sign o f  fading. ,

Algie Gatewood is president o f  
Portland Community College's 
Cascade Campus.

No one understands the importance of family 
more than us. We are a family, serving families... 
and that goes a long way toward appreciating 
what a holiday like Thanksgiving means. As your 
family gathers this holiday season, remember hi 
give thanks for these precious moments together.
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