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2009 Murano Steps Up
byKathleenCarr

W hen it f irs t launched, the 
M urano grabbed attention w ith  
c u tt in g -e d g e  s ty lin g . N issan 
w o u ld n ’ t m ake  any d ra s tic  
changes when sketching the up
date fo r  2009. There are a few  key 
d iffe rentia to rs.

M ost no ticeable is the new 
face, set o f f  by dramatic new head
ligh ts  that continue the ho rizon
tal line  o f  the updated g r ille  in 
stead o f  arching upward in to  the 
fenders. A lo ng  the sides are w ide 
fender Hares that drop last year’ s 
curves in favo r o f  a knife-edge 
surface. Th ings w rap up w ith  a 
clean new ta il design that bears a 
resemblance to that o f  the a ll-new  
and sm aller Nissan Rogue cross
over.

In an e ffo rt to move the M urano 
upscale, the 2009 model gets an 
in te rio r more along the lines o f 
what buyers m igh t expect behind 
an In f in it i badge. In general, the 
new cabin o ffe rs  a more stream
lined flo w  w ith  few er varying sur
faces and textures to break things 
up. The gauge cluster is now in 
tegrated in to  the dash, the center 
instrum ent stack resembles those 
found in recent In fin it is , and the 
materials take a ju m p  forw ard in 
terms o f  quality .

The updated M urano rides on 
an a ll-new  chassis and em ploys 
the fa m ilia r 3 .5 -lite r V -6 , now 
boasting 265 horsepowerand 248

Ib.-ft. o f  torque. An X tro n ic C V T . 
tweaked fo r qu icke r shifts and 
sm oother power de li very, directs 
the engine ’ s output to the fron t or 
all fo u r wheels. Standard on LE  
and optional on S and S L models, 
the M u ra n o 's  a ll-w h e e l-d r iv e  
system features a new yaw  rate 
sensor fo r im proved handling and 
traction and can d is tribu te  up to 
50 percent o f  the engine ’ s power 
tothe rear wheels. These im prove
ments are above and beyond the 
redesigned, ligh tw e ig h t a lu m i
num  suspension system  and 
speed-sensitive steering setup 
tha t’ s been rew orked fo r better 
road feel.

The advanced a ll-w hee l-d rive  
system is designed fo r safety as 
w e ll as hand ling, as are standard 
s tab ility  and traction con tro l sys
tems. A n tilo c k  disc brakes are 
supported by e lectron ic  brake 
force d is tr ibu tion  and brake as
sist technology. F ron t-s id e  and 
s id e -c u r ta in  a irb a g s  are in 
c luded  w ith  eve ry  M u ra no  p u r
chase, c ru c ia l sa fe ty features 
that w o rk  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  
fro n t ac tive  head restra in ts  and 
a ro llo v e r  sensor to keep o ccu 
pants pro tected in the event o f  
an acc ide n t. A  t ire  pressure 
m o n ito r  is a lso standard.

The latest M urano features the 
same 3 .5 -lite r V -6  engine as its 
predecessor, though there’ s an 
additional 25 horsepower fo r the

Specifications: 3.5-Liter V-6, 265-hp @ 248 Ib-ft. torque, DOHC engine: CVT Automatic 
transmission, AWD; 18-City 23-Highway MPG: $29,225. MSRP

d rive rtoe n jo y . M an ipu la ting  that 
pow er is easier thanks to an up
graded C V T  that o ffe rs more go 
and less show. Uni i ke many C V T  s, 
th is un it de livers pow er q u ick ly  
and doesn ’ t spend in o rd ina te  
am oun ts  o f  tim e  h a ng ing  at 
redline. Even so, we longed fo r 
more deliberate response when 
the th ro ttle  was pinned to the 
floo r, and w ou ld  welcom e a sport 
o r m anua l-shift mode.

In keeping w ith  its more up
sca le  a s p ira tio n s , th e  2 0 09  
M urano offers a qu iet, subdued 
ride that lets the good s tu ff in and 
keeps the bad s tu ff out. The steer
ing wheel translates the road sur
face to the d r iv e r’ s hands and 
offers a m odicum  o f response at

h igh speeds. Brakes are always 
effective , to  the po in t o f  some
tim es fee ling over-sensitive, and 
the suspension does an adm i
rable jo b  o f  m ainta in ing a con
tro lled  ride.

Though i t ’ s a b it s t if f  over big 
bumps, the M urano is no sport 
crossover, as evidenced by the 
body w il l  ro ll and the front end 
p low  when i t ’ s pushed too ag
gressive ly in to  even moderate 
corners. Nissan engineers were 
obv ious ly  zero ing in on com fort 
and con tro l versus ath letic ism , 
and v ie w ed  in that lig h t, the 
M urano delivers.

A l l  c o n t ro ls  w i th in  the  
M u ra n o 's  cab in  are lo g ic a lly -  
p laced and easy to  use, though

the p rim a ry  aud io  and c lim a te  
con tro l knobs are sm all. Despite 
th is  m in o r annoyance, we had 
no p ro b lem s op e ra tin g  these

sys tem s, in c lu d in g  separa te 
heated seat bu ttons  and sec
ondary steering w hee l-m ounted 
ra d io  c o n tro ls . T he  o p tio n a l 
iPod in te g ra tio n  w ith  the n a v i
ga tion  system  is as s im p le  as 
they com e, and the cen ter in 
s trum en t c o n tro l cen ter can be 
understood q u ic k ly .

I f  the re 's  one th in g  tha t w i l l  
seal the deal fo r  p rospective  
b u y e rs ,  i t ’ l l  be  th e  2 0 0 9  
M u ra n o 's  redesigned in te r io r -  
fro m  its  la you t to  its  im p roved  
m ateria ls , occupants w i l l  fee l 
and see re finem ent. T h e y ’ l l  also 
f in d  co m fo rta b le  seating, a va
r ie ty  o f  a ttra c tive  fea tures, and 
an e x te r io r  package w h ic h  has 
been updated ju s t enough to  be 
fresh. A  deal b reaker m ig h t be 
the lack o f  th ird  ro w  seating and 
lim ite d  rear ca rgo  area.

The 2(X)9 Nissan M urano has 
stepped up to the challenge o f  the 
dem anding consumer.

Loving tribute to a Father, 
Mentor and Friend

Please join us as we celebrate the life of 
Christor Lewis 

on Friday, Aug. 29 at 7 p.m. 
Highland Christian Center 

7600 NE Glisan St.

Blazer Great Dies
continued fro m  Front

evening in Gleneden Beach near L inco ln  C ity .
A  member o f the T  rail Blazers from  1986-93, the 

7 -foo te r - affectionate ly known to T ra il Blazers 
fans s im p ly  as "D u ck " - also played fo r  San 
A n ton io , W ashington, M ilw aukee and the Los 
Angeles C lippers during his 11-year N B A  career.

"Today is an extrem ely sad day fo r the T ra il 
Blazers fam ily ." T ra il Blazers President Larry M ille r 
said. "K ev in  w ill be remembered by fans as one o f 
the most popular and recognizable players to ever 
wear the Blazers un iform , but to people who knew 
him , he’ll be remembered as one o f  the warmest and 
biggest-hearted."

Duckworth remained in the Portland area after his 
playing career ended, where he was an avid fisher
man &  outdoorsman, and a skilled carpenter.

He was on the Oregon Coast representing the 
T  rail Blazers as a Heritage Ambassador on the team's 
19-city Statewide Summer Tour. The cause o f his 
death is unknown, and w ill be determined by a 
L inco ln  County M edical Examiner. A  Depoe Bay 
Fire Department spokesperson said he appeared to 
have gone in to cardiac arrest.

Portland Trail Blazer center Kevin 
Duckworth slams home two 
points in a Dec. 23, 1990  
contest. (AP photo)

A  second-round dra ft p ick  o f  the San A n to 
n io  Spurs out o f  Eastern I llin o is  U n ivers ity  in 
1986, D uckw orth  was o n ly  14 games in to his 
N B A  career when he was acquired by the T ra il 
Blazers from  San Anton io  in exchange for W alter 
Berry.

One season later, the 7 -foo t center was thrust 
in to  the spo tligh t because o f  in ju ries to Steve 
Johnson and Sam B ow ie. D uckw orth  responded 
by averaging 15.8 points and 7.4 rebounds per 
game, establishing h im s e lf as a p ivo t presence 
instrum ental in Portland ’ s emergence as one o f 
the N B A 's  dom inant teams.

D uckw orth  remains the IOth leading scorer 
and rebounder in T ra il Blazers h istory, c o m p il
ing averages o f  13.6 po ints and 6.3 rebounds in 
527 games. D uring his tenure,Trail Blazers teams 
com piled  a record o f 356-193 (.648).

“ This is a devastating loss,”  said T raci Rose, 
T ra il Blazers v ice president o f  com m un ity  re la
tions. “ T o  this day. D uck is adored throughout 
this state and remains a brother to his teammates 
and to T ra il Blazers staff. W e w il l  forever miss 
ou r beloved (X)."

In form a tion  on m em oria l services w ill be an
nounced as it becomes available. D uckw orth  is 
survived by his m other and sister.
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Real Advice
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Dear Deanna!
I had adate w ith  my boyfriend but 
he never showed up. The funny 
th ing is I c o u ld n 't reach m y g ir l
friend  either. There 's  a rum or 
they 're  messing around but other 
than her num ber being on his 
pager and the disappearing act. I 
have no proof. She said they ’ re 
friends but he says she likes him . 
W h a t ’ s g o in g  on?  --K erri; 
O m aha, Neb.

Dear Kerri:
Helen K e lle r cou ld sec this one 
com ing. There 's  som ething fishy 
go ing on. O ther than an emer
gency  y o u r  f r ie n d ’ s num ber 
shouldn' t be on your man ’ s pager. 
D o n ’ t play games. G o ahead and 
ask both o f  them about it. You 
should know  them w e ll enough to 
te ll i f  they 're  ly ing . They have 
tw o  d iffe re n t stories go ing so 
expect tw o  d iffe re n t lies. L ife  is 
t«x, sweet fo r drama so e lim inate 
them both and keep it m oving. 

Dear Deanna!
M y  boy friend  is pressuring me to 
co-sign fo r a car loan because his 
cred it is messed up. I d o n 't feel 
secure do ing th is because our 
re la tionship “ isn ’ t a ll tha t" i f  you 
know  what I mean. He hasn't put 
a ring  on m y fing e r and he doesn't 
pay his b illso n  time. I love h im  but 
not enough fo r bad cred it. -  
Donna: Great Falls, S.C.

Dear Donna:
D o n 't sign anyth ing fo r h im  ex
cept a greeting card. I f  you get 
this car fo r  h im  and end up behind 
the eight b a ll— stuck w ith  the 
payments, y o u 'l l be ruined. No 
more cred it, hard to open a check
ing account and what happens i f  
you w ant a new car? The best 
th ing  you can do is steer h im  to a 
cred it counse lor because i f  he's 
fo rc ing  you, then I smell a rat and 
you should too.

Dear Deanna!
T w o  o f  m y friends have been 
m aking me suspicious about my 
husband because he comes home

late from  w ork. They have been 
f i l l in g  up m y head w ith  s tu ff and 
have successfully led me to th ink  
he’ s having an a ffa ir. I fo llow e d  
h im  in a d iffe ren t car, pushed re
d ia l on the telephone and checked 
his pockets fo r phone numbers. 
H is behavior hasn’ t changed but 
m y friends keep try in g  to con
vince me he's messing around. I 
can 't fin d  anything. A m  1 losing 
it?  —Paranoid: Bronx, N. V.

Dear Paranoid,
G row  up and stop do ing ch ild ish  
things like  p laying InspectorGad- 
get. I f  you r spouse doesn 't d is 
p lay s ig n so f in fid e lity  do n ’ t look

fo r any. I f  you r man conies home 
late, and he says he was w ork ing - 
—trust him . Y ou are borrow ing 
troub le and setting your marriage 
up fo r  a do w n fa ll by lis tening to 
you r friends. W hen your g ir l
fr ie n d s  start t ry in g  to  cause 
drama, stop them dead in the ir 
tracks. I fth e y  keep at it, te ll them 
to get lost so you can keep your 
m arriage happy and healthy.

Ask Deanna is written by Deanna 
M. Write Ask Deanna! Email: 
askdeannaI (t? yahoo, com or 264 
S. EaCienega Bird. Suite 1283 
Beverly Hills. CA 90211. Website: 
www.askdeaniia.eoin

503-290-4860
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.'"a New Prices Effective May 1,2007 
gfek Martin Cleaning Service 
T  f Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
? Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG $45.0»
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Caring hands in vour time o f need

503-281-4891

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $3().(X) Each Area 
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: /  sm all Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Incltides Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.(X)
(W ith O ther Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $ I ().(X)

1 F uneral (chapel
Complete: Traditional Burial Package W/Casket & Cemetery Gravespace

í  2736 NE Rodney.
Y f^ A M IL  Y O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  64 YE A R S!  Portland Oregon 9 7 2 12 %

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning 
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning 
Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment 
Spot & Stain Removal Service 
Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLS TER Y CEE A NING
Sofa $79.00
Lovescat $59.(X)
Sectional $ 109 - $ 139
Chair or Recliner $35 - $49
Throw Pillows $5.(X)
(With O ther Services)

See Flyers for Additional Prices 
Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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