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Media Retreats from Iraq
Networks
execute their 
own withdrawal
by J im H ightower

Ho-hunt. The war. Such a bore. 
A fte r six years, the media is fatigued 
w ith  the story. As a CBS news pro­
ducer jx.it it: "One guy in un iform  
looks like any other guy in un ifo rm ." 
Yeah, so w hy cover that?

And, indeed, America's three big 
T V  networks have qu ie tly been ex­
ecuting the irow n staged w ithdrawal 
from  I raq. The evening newscasts o f 
A  BC, CBS and NBC  - where the great 
m ajority  o f Americans say they get 
the ir "news"--have massively scaled 
back their coverage o f  Bush's ongo­
ing disaster in the desert.

In the first ha lf o f  this year, the 
total tim e devoted to Iraq by all three 
networks was on ly IS I m inutes-out 
o f  approxim ately 11,(MX) minutes o f 
a irtim e available.

Is nothing going on over there? 
No, nothing's happening - unless 
you count the constant deaths and 
m aim ings o f American troops, the 
shell ing out o f three hi I lion o f our tax 
dollars every week, the everyday

arrogance o f  America's corporate 
mercenaries, the squandering o f our 
country's in tegrity and reputation, 
the endless deaths o f Iraqi civ ilians, 
theco llapseo fc iv il society, the bitter 
sectarian divides, the move by Big 
O il to grab Iraq's reserv es o f crude, 
and the administration's ceaseless 
use o f censorship, propaganda, and 
lies to contro l the news from  Iraq.

Gosh, you'd th ink that enterpris­
ing journalists m ight pu ll a story or 
tw o a day out o f  that soup. But doing 
so w o u ld  re q u ire  
whatdoyoucallems ? ( )h yeah, report­
ers.

CBS, however, no longer keeps 
even one fu ll-tim e  reporter on the 
Iraq beat. M eanwhile, none o f the 
networks has a fu ll-tim e  reporter in 
A fghanistan.

The conglomerate owners o f  the 
networks g lad ly spend tens o f m il­
lions o f  dollars to bring a single T V  
show or m ovie to the public. But 
cover the war? Thai's lix> expensive 
- and it's not nearly as fun or p ro fit­
able as a sitcom.

Jim Hightower is national radio 
commentator, writer, public speaker, 
and author o f  Thieves in High Places: 
They've Stolen Our Country And It's 
Time to Take It Hack.
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Confronting Race Bias in America US and Europe Owe Africa
by B entley he B ardei.aben

Recently a W ashington Post- 
A B C  News Poll was h igh ligh ted on 
w a sh in g ton po s t.com  in d ic a tin g  
that three in ten Am ericans adm it to 
having a race bi as, w h ile  nearly ha lf 
suggested that Am erican race rela­
tions are in bad shape. As a person 
w ho has conducted d ive rs ity  w o rk ­
shops fo r many years, I am troubled 
that the Am erican pub lic  consis­
ten tly  oscilla tes regarding racial 
pre judice versus m ainta in ing regu­
lar forward momentum away from  it.

M oreover as a professional com ­
m unica tor. I am even more uneasy 
when reading the phrase "adm it to 
ha v in g " w ith in  the context o f  this 
po ll. W hatever the ir reason, how 
many people are not openly ac­
know ledg ing the ir feelings o f  racial 
pre judice? I f  know n, how w ou ld  
that in fo rm ation  affect the outcom e 
o f  the poll'.’ A lso  w ith  that known 
in fo rm a tion , w ou ld  the po ll depict 
six in ten Am ericans o r perhaps 
even nine in ten Am ericans?

Yet in a previous Post po ll it had 
been reported that there was over­
w he lm ing  pub lic  openness to the
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idea o f e lecting an A frican  A m e ri­
can to the presidency. Nearly nine 
in ten whites said they w ou ld  be 
com fortab le  w ith  a black president. 
W h ile  v ir tu a lly  six in ten whites 
said they w ou ld  be "e n tire ly " com ­
fortab le w ith  it.

Furthermore, a largely determ in­
ing cause related to how the con­
versation o f  race has been regu­
la rly  elevated w ith in  our society

Rarely is it reported that an 
important contributing factor within 
this multilayered topic is the role o f 
systemic, institutionalized racism.

has to do w ith  w ho ’ s "d r iv in g  the 
bus”  carry ing  a race message and 
w hat’ s the outcom e o f  the race 
message w ith  w h ich the driver! s) 
hope the riders wa lk away. W ould 
fear o f  those “ not like  us" be the 
intended goal? W hat about a mes­
sage which promotes hope and unity 
among d ivers ity?  O r perhaps a 
goal m erely confusing the pub lic

regard ing race issues w o u ld  be 
enough?

Rarely is it reported that an im ­
portant con tribu ting  factor w ith in  
this m u ltilayered top ic is the ro le o f  
system ic, ins titu tiona lized racism. 
D uring  the last tw o  decades, a race 
message was perpetuated im p ly ­
ing that a ll anyone had to do was 
pu ll themselves up by the ir boot­
straps by fo c u s in g  on a goa l.

"W o rk  hard and success is a tta in ­
ab le ." Seldom, i f  ever, d id  we hear 
about the many laws w h ich  have 
undergirded Am erican society fo r 
cen turies that in v is ib ly  be ne fit 
W h ite  Am ericans instead o f  all 
Am ericans. Thus B lack. La tino , 
Asian o r N a tive  Am ericans are 
negatively im pacted and often re­
quired toc lea r additiona l hurdles in 
order to achieve a s im ila r level o l 
success as W hites.

In m y d ive rs ity  workshops, I

teach that human beings operate 
out o f  a psycho log ica l system 
based upon e ither love o r fear. 
W ith in  the system where love is 
the gu id ing  p rinc ip le , human be­
ings see th e ir  connectedness. 
They understand the ir in ter- and 
intra-dependence and that in d i­
v idua liza tion  is taught as a false 
illu s ion  o f  the ego m ind.

However, w ith in a system where 
fear reigns supreme, humans view  
themselves in d iv id u a lly  separate 
fro m  one another. They are 
thereby capable o f  o b je c tify ing  
others o r o f  setting up false para­
digm s where one group views 
themselves as greater, better or 
more entitled than "those people".

Furtherm ore, I teach princip les 
o f  negotiation, the im portance o f 
patience, deep lis tening sk ills , and 
the s ign ificance o f grace, w h ich 
are set w ith in  acontext o f  bu ild ing  
cu ltu ra l p ro fic ie ncy . U n fo rtu ­
nately these are not usually the 
sk ills  taught school aged children. 
H ow ever, i f  the goal is that we 
transcend race bias, then now is 
the tim e we begin.

Bentley de Bardelaben is the 
United Church o f  Christ M inister 
fo r Communications.

Past promises 
fall flat
by Ji ik.e G reg M athis

A t th e ir m ost recent 
m eetings, the G roup  o f  
E igh t o r G 8, agreed to 
spend $60 b illio n  to figh t 
disease in A fr ic a  over five  
years and rea ffirm ed com m itm ents 
to double aid to the continent.

The G 8 is an in fo rm a l fo rum  fo r 
the  g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  C a na da , 
France. Germ any, Ita ly. Japan. Rus­
sia, the U n ited  K ingdom , and the 
U n ited States. The leaders o f  these 
nations meet regu larly  to discuss 
global issues.

In the past, the group prom ised 
large sums to f ig h t poverty and 
im prove health cond itions in A f ­
rica. but o n ly  a sm all po rtion  o f  
those pledged do lla rs have actu­
a lly  been paid out. There needs to 
be more than lip  service g iven i f  real 
change is to  happen in A frica .

The U.S. and the U n ited K in g ­

Hopefully, the next U.S. 
president will not wait until the 
end o f his term to take a stand 
on aid to Africa.

dom  should lead the way, m aking 
sure they and the others do as they 
say. C onsidering the havoc these 
tw o  nations have wreaked on the 
continent, it is the least they can do.

Years o f  B ritish  co lon ia l and 
neocolon ia l po lic ies stripped many 
A frica n  nations o f  not on ly  the ir 
natural resources, but also the ir 
a b ility  to create an in frastructure 
that w ou ld  support fu ture grow th  
and developm ent.

The western slave trade also took 
its to ll on the con tinent; tribes were 
forced Io capture and sell one an­
other in exchange fo r guns and 
other item s introduced to the con­
tinent by traders.

Guns were especially im portant: 
w ithou t them, entire tribes w ou ld  
surely be forced in to  slavery. Even 
afte r the slave trade ended and 
many countries gained the ir inde­
pendence. they were s till subject to 
the western rule and po litics . Local
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tioned
A frica n  governm ents were sanc- 

fo r  practices that were seen 
as undem ocratic by west­
e rn  s ta n d a rd s . These  
sanctions o ften cripp led 
already s trugg ling  econo­
mies.

Indeed, a ll o f  A fr ic a ’ s 
p ro b le m s  c a n n o t be 
blamed on colon ia lism  and 

slavery. But, had A frica n  countries 
been able to con tro l the ir natural 
resources -  go ld  in Ghana, fo r e x ­
ample, o r diam onds in Sierra Leone 
-  the con tine n t’ s ou tlook  may not 
be so bleak.

M any M id d le  Eastern countries, 
by contrast, were la rge ly able to 
con tro l th e iro il resources and have, 
as a result, m oved themselves in to  
a position o f  power at the global 
table. A fr ic a  was never g iven that 
op po rtu n ity .

K now ing  this, the U n ited States 
and the U n ited K ingdom  should 
lead the G8, ensuring they keep the 
prom ises the group has made. Such 
leadership is needed.

C ritic s  o f  the G8 Sum m it say the 
prom ised funds from  the recent 
m eeting are noth ing more than a 
rejreat o f  an ea rlie r prom ise, inc lud ­
ing a $30 b illio n  com m itm ent from  
the U n ited  States. It has been re­
ported that, in 2(X)6. the G8 as a 
whole de livered on ly  h a lf o l p rom ­
ised aid. T h e ir spending in 2007 
amounted to less than one th ird  o l 
what they com m itted .

President Bush, attending his 
last G 8 Sum m it, seemed especially 
determ ined to make sure the group 
keeps its promises. H o pe fu lly , the 
next U.S. president w ill not wait 
un til the end o f  his term  to take a 
stand on aid to A fr ic a  and w i l l  work 
to make sure the G8 Sum m its lead to 

action.
Judge Greg M athis is national 

vice president o f  Rainbow PUSH  
and a national board m ember o f  
the Southern Christian leadersh ip  
Conference.
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