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People all over the World Starving to Death

Globalized
economy 1s

irition
Bringing it closer to home

LS. Department of Agriculture es

timates thatin 2006, 35 milhon people

in the U.S. lived in food

the
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not helping
BY WarLLy Ryax Kuromwa
Since the beginning ol
2008, there have been dra

insecure houscholds. In

_— some countries where the
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|\1n|1|\'|| 1 has reac hedcrit

cal proportions, riots

matic increases in tood have occurred as people

shortages globally.  Ac
cording to one estimate, approxi
mately one billion people are Iy
ing with and dying from chronic
hunger

In more stark terms, they are
starving to death

This crisis is just the most recent
manifestation of an ongoing crisis,
brought on in great part because ol
a sharp increase in global food
prices.

Fred Magdoff of the Univer
sity of Vermont estimates that
the number of food insecure and
malnourished people in the world
approaches 3 bilhion people, with
18,000 children dying daily as a

direct or indirect result of malnu

L'II~lli_L'|] tood to feed the world
Certain factors have accelerated
the most recent intenstfication ol
hunger and malnutrition, The re
cent spate of natural disasters in
food-producing regionsof the U.S.,
such as the floods in lowa, has
drastically reduced production

Other factors are a result ol human

decisions, such as the decision to

In the globalized economy, food is

simply treated as another commodity,

like cars, shoes, and other things to

be purchased. No money: no food.

llt'\]‘L'l\lll'l_\ seek tood

I'hese statistics indicate at least
three important realities. First, this
is nota problem that just came upon
us. It has been with us for a while
Second. it is not a problem that
existsexclusively inheavily impoy
erished countries. Third. this is not
a problem caused by the lack of

food. The U.S .||"'Il'\“llhl§‘lﬂ\IiiL'

use corn and other grains for
biofuels

More fundamentally, however,
the long-term crisis has been
brought on by the present global
food production and trading sys
tem.

Over the past three decades or
s0, countries that depended on

subsistence-level farmers to pro
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duce food locally were encoutl
aged and sometimes coerced into
an export-based agriculture. As
d conseqguence, [h\'\t' countries
became more vulnerable to the
\H|;|ll|IT_\ of the j,_‘|t\i'.|| food trad
ng system

I'he right to nourishing food
has long been accepted univer
sally as ahuman right. Incontrast,
inthe globalized economy, food 1s
simply treated as another com
modity, like cars, shoes, and other
things to be purchased. Nomoney:
no |l‘|\l!

In such an understanding, poor
people are shut out and denied
A\s food prices soar. those living
in poverty become more and more
vulnerable to hunger

For people of faith and good
will, such a systemic problem is
morally unacceptable.  In the
Abrahamic faith traditions, soci
ety has an obligation to provide
for the basic needs of l|1t'|\lu1[. For
example, farmers are commanded
in the Mosaic code to leave the
outer boundaries of their farms
unharvested, so that the poor and
aliens may use that food for their
needs

In light of the catastrophic
nature of the food crisis today,
people of faith are urged to call
attention to this human problem
and to urge major shifts in the
way we consider food. Formore
information on this mobilization
and how your faith group can
participate, go to
www.tradeweek.org

Food is a human nght!

Wally Rvan Kuroiwa is a min
ister and team leader with Justice

Ministries in the

and Witness
United Church of Christ.
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Running our Nation
into the. Ground

The bloated
military-
industrial
complex

1By Suerwoon Ross

One issue the American people
likely are not going to hear about in
this presidential campaign is argu
ments for slashing a bloated Penta
gon down Lo size

No matter that each passing day
brings some new revelation of gross
mismanagement, cronyism, waste,
and extra-legal activity, itis atopic
no candidate for the White House
dares to broach lest he or she be
deemed “naive” or “soft” on the
subject of defense

Yet, the military-industrial com
plex is here and 1t 1s running this
nation into the ground, sucking
trillions of dollars out of taxpayers’
wallets and, by starving other hu
man services, laying waste to civil
ian sectors in urgent need of repair
and regeneration

When the Pentagon was under
construction, members of the
Roosevelt cabinet questioned the
wisdom of bringing together under
one roof the numerous military ol

fices scattered around Washing

the affairs of 50 nations and has
violated the laws of God and hu-
manity by designing, deploying,
using, and threatening to use atomic
weapons.”

Carroll sees it in much the same
light: “The Pentagon is now the
dead center of an open-ended mar-
tial enterprise that no longer pre
tends to be defense... the Penta-
gon has, more than ever, become a
place to fear.”

“What the Bush administration
has done,” Carroll writes, “'is to lay
bare the real character of the *disas-
trous rise’ of Pentagon power of
which Eisenhower warnedin 1961,
In Iraq. despite America’s over-
whelming military might, there will
be no winning ever.”

Carroll’s words sound more pro
phetic each time another general
testifies the Pentagon is “making
progress” but the situation remains
“fragile”™ and so we must stay on
and on,

I'wo years ago Carroll literally
predicted Sen. John McCain’s com-
mentabout staying in Iraq fora 100
yearsif need be, writing, “there will
be no winning ever. Whether the
U.S. occupation is terminated
abruptly oris maintained for years,
violence and mayhem will define
Iraq indefinitely, while the rest of
the Middle East copes with Iraqi-
spawned waves of chaos.”

McCain says, if elected, he will

The Bush regime is in Iraq to steal oil,

to swindle taxpavyers, and to give lucrative
defense contracts to its friends.

ton, D.C. They feared the impend-  be out of Irag by 2013, but as Sen.

ing consolidation of awesome mar

tial powers into one of the greatest
structures on earth; they worried,
too, that the war machine might
take onalife of itsown, Tragically,
their fears have been realized.

Foday, the military is a beast
without a heart, without compas
ston. It will wage war anywhere in
the world, on any he or pretext,
sending thousands or millions to
their deaths. It 1s devoid of moral
ity it has learned nothing from re
ligious teachings except lip-service:
and its civilian employees go to
their jobs each day manufacturing
nuclear weapons and aircraft carri
ers as though they were planting
apple orchards or raising flowers

As James Carroll writes In
“House of War.,” by 1965 nearly 6
million Americans were employed
in Pentagon-run enterprises. After
all. inthe 20 years following World
War I, “the Pentagon spent nearly
$100 billion, 10 times the federal
l'\|‘t'||lil|l|l't"\l|'L'\il|L'(1!l‘il“d\pt'l'l\
of health, education, and weltare in
the same period.”

By 1997, Father Philip Berrigan,
humanitarian and anti-war activist,
could tell the judge who would
shortly sentence him to two years
in prison forspilling bloodona .S
warship: “The United States has
spent$ 14 trillion onarms since 1946

Our government has intervened in

loseph Biden pointed out in a re-
centtalk carried on C-Span, McCain
gave no specifics. And so one be
gins to suspect the goal in Iraq is
not necessarily to win a war but to
make war again and again, forever
and aday. so the military-industrial
complex can prosper while non-
defense sectors starve, so that
government contractors can erect
amonsterembassy in Baghdad and
huge, permanent military bases
nearby to dominate the oil-rich
Middle East.

Carroll writes the U.S. under
President Bush has “normalized”
war: “Not noted by most Ameri-
cans, a new archipelago of U.S.
military bases stretched across the
Middle East into the heart of the
former Soviet Union. . .Such forward
basing of forces was designed to
control, by means of ‘regime
change” and ‘prevention.” emerg-
ing political trends around the
globe, with the unabashed goal of
guaranteeing U.S. dominance ev-
erywhere.” (America operates
about 1,000 military bases at home
and more than 700 overseas.)

“Such a strategy,” Carroll goes
on to write, “assumes not only the
possessionof unparalleled military
power but the display of it and the
ready use of it. Under George W,

continued g on page A9

Have you seen me?

\IL'l‘ |4
Missing: June 2, 2008
From: Dolton, 11,

Josh was last seen at his

\_L'i'

home

This public servie

Joshua Bland Tanya Chicas

From: Alexandria, VA
Last seen wearing blue

jeans and a t1-shirt

at their home

1-800-THE-LOST
If vou have any information please contact:
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678)

eannouncement proy ided by the Portland Observer New spaper

Endangered Missing

Raheim Johnson
14 \ge: 14
Missing: June 16, 2008 nficcine: June 4, 2008

From: Lakeland, F1.

Raheim and Robert are brothers; they were last seen

Robert Johnson
-\j_'\' 15
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