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Vote for Sean Cruz

Voters in Senate District ch includes northeast and
southeast Portland, Parkrose and Mavwood Park, have a choice
to make in the contest to fill the seat lett with my transition from
the Legislature to teaching at Portland State University

I will be voting for Sean Cruz. my very able chiet ot statt tor
over 5 vears., and uree vou to do the same

Here is why: The legislature needs more voices that will speak
out from experience about the needs of Oregontans hiving n
poverty in our still nich state. Sean Cruz w |:'\ll‘Hil\'!‘\1‘-‘\||‘[|\I|L'}\
and will not forget to put the needs of the most vulnerable
populations, meaning our seniors children and people living with
disabilities, first

As a proud Mexican American with farm-worker family
roots, Sean Cruz will be particularly sensitive to and achampion
for issues of concern to all of Oregon’s underserved and poorly
served racial and ethnic populations
" Senate District 23 needs a champion for health care and

mental health reform in a state where our district proportionately
saw the most people lose their health coverage under the Oregon
Health Plan. Sean Cruz will be that champion

Sean Cruz will continue to be a passionate voice for our many
veterans who are returning broken in their physical and mental
health

Middle class Oregonians have their champions in the House

and Senate, but there are too few champions for the poor. Send
Sean Cruz to the Oregon Senate. He is qualified and ready to
serve

Avel Louise Gordly

District 23 Senator
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Court Sanctions Modern Poll Tax

A blow to the

PINA.COLUMN

It seems that 1 am always | ther. People who have regular Chi

sick. I do what my doctor | ropractic checkups report that they

says but if anything my colds and = getfewercolds and influenza. They
flu attacks are getting worse.  keep the stress off their nervous
What do you think? systems. Keeping irritation off the

Constant colds and influ- | nervous system also helps you

A

mune system (and the body in

enza indicate that the im- = avoid morning backache and head

aches and allows you to cope with

general) is highly stressed. Did  stress better. And you'd be amazed
you know that recently leading
scientists have discovered that
the entire immune system 1s ai

out-growth of the nervous sys
tem? If you nervous system is
stressed and irritated, the immune

system cannot work properly ei

‘ An ongoing series of questions and answers about Americas natural healing profession

Part 18. Chiropractic And Prevention:
Life doesn’t have to be a series of emergencies anymore

at the energy you have with pre

ventive Chiropractic checkups. If
you'd like to trade in your colds
for a bounce in your step, call us
foranappointment today. Itcould
be the healthiest call you have
ever made. Isn’ttime you stepped

up to Chiropractic

. Flowers' Chiropractic Office
2124 N.E. Hancock Street, Portland Oregon 97212
Phone: (503) 287-5504
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right to vote

BY Marc Morial

I'hiselection sea-
son has been full of
stories about bowl
ing scores, bar
room boilermakers
and pick-up basket-
ball. But, alittle-no
ticed U.S. Supreme
Court ruling may have jeopardized
Americans' precious right to vote.

In Crawford v. Marion County
Election Board, the Supreme Court
ruled to uphold the most restrictive
voter identification law in the coun-
try and failed, I think, in its duty to
protect the voting rights of all
Americans. In its 6-3 decision, the
Court sanctioned the practice of
requiring Indiana voters to present
government-issued photo identifi
cation in order to vote,

Poll taxes, which were used to

disenfranchise Southern black vot-
ers by requiring them to pay a
tax inorderto vote, were struck
down by the U.S. Supreme
Courtin 1966, This current ID
requirement appears to be
nothing more than a thinly
disguised modern-day poll tax
that places a burden upon
many citizens — especially
minorities, low-income, the
elderly and people with disabilities
seeking toexercise their constitu-
tional right to vote
As Melaine Campbell writes in
the National Urban League’s State
of Black America, “Today, there are
stillover S4 millioneligible unregis-
tered voters, including over 30 per-
centof African Americans and over
40 percentof Latino Americans who
arcunregistered. Yet there are those
who consistently advocate for poli-
cies that discourage eligible citi-

zens from becoming active partici-

Leave Child Law

Priority should
be classroom
instruction

NOW DELIVERING

neighborhood grocery store now delivers

groceries right to your home or office
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you click. we deliver. (or pull up for pick up)

BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS
Signed into law in

2001, the No Child Left

Behind

pn\cd Lo

law was sup-
improve
America’s public-school
system. Initially, the leg-
islation inspired hope; it
held districts

more

school
accountable for
student performance and gave
parents more flexibility in choos
ing what schools their children
attended.

Seven years later, many are left
disappointed: The law’s many
flaws have been exposed and no
one can say lor certain whether
or not schools are doing any bet
ter. What we do know is that
public-school districts have
turned into test mills, parents
don’t always take advantage of
the tutoring or transfer options
available to them and real instruc
tion is missing from our class
rooms

From the very beginning, No
Child Left Behind had its critics
The law’s penalties caused many
school districts to lower their
achievement standards to avoid
probation and other ‘punish
ments.” Missouri, for example,
improved testing scores for stu-
dents. but officials there have
admitted that they lowered the
standards.

Other school districts have ‘re
classified’ drop-outs, creating an
unclear picture of who is staying
in and who is leaving school.

One of the biggest drawbacks
of No Child Left Behind is the
emphasis it places on standard
ized testing and what that does to
classroom instruction

“Teaching to the test” has be
with teachers

come common,

spending hours of classroom time

pants in our representative democ-
racy.”

Indianaisone of a growing num
ber of states that have passed or are
considering similar restrictive voter
ID measures. It"s one thing to have
the right to vote and quite another
to have unfettered freedom to exer-
cise that right,

Despite my disappointment with
the court's ruling, I am encouraged
that the Justices have left open the
possibility that such laws could be
challenged in the future with proof
that the laws prevented eligible
voters fromexercising theirright to
vole.

As the historic presidential elec-
tion of 2008 draws near, we should
be making it easier — not more diffi-
cult - for eligible voters to partici
|'!Ei|L'.

Marc Morial is president and
chief executive officer of the Na-
tional Urban League.

Behind

teaching alimited cur-
riculum, often at the
expense of developing
critical thinking skills
in students.

Under No Child Left
Behind, parents
whose children attend
schools on probation
are able to take advan-
tage of federally funded tutoring
services, either at the school or
elsewhere. Research shows that
many parents are not aware of
these services.

Additionally. a parent can
transfer their child to another
school if the one in their local
district continually fails to meet
federal performance standards.
Parents, again, are not taking
advantage of this opportunity.
School districts do a poor job ol
communicating to parents just
what options they have under
the law,

America’s public schools can
be fixed. Congress should con
tinue to review the law and work
to amend it - or create a new one
- that truly benefits America’s
school children. It should be a
top policy priority to deliver an
education bill that requires man-
datory skill improvement for
teachers, reduced class sizes and
an increase inreal world learning
and instruction.

A strong education is the foun
dation for future success. America
has struggled for too long to de
liver to our children the tools they
need to become productive citi
zens. We must work quickly to
create a solution that works.

Judge Greg Mathis is national
vice president of Rainbow PUSH
and a national board member of
the Southern Christian Leader
ship Conference
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