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2008 Toyota Land Cruiser

King of the Road
BY KATHLEEN CARR

Foyota's iconic Land Cruiser

enters it enth generation 1ol
2008, positioned « nce again to be
the standard-bearer among the
ranks of true off-road-capable
sporl utilities loyota's Land
Cruiser is famous for its globe
trotting off-road prowes

It's unusual to find SUVs In

today's marketplace that are still

wineered for more than ordi
nary use. The all-new 2008 Toyota
Land Cruiser is one of those few

remaining that are capable in more
than one venue

I'he Land Cruiser is designed
1o |[\|ll\|‘l\l'[ ;‘-\'lec and gear over
any kind of road or primitive trail,
kind ot

speed, comfort and security. It

In any weather, with
can tow up to 8500 pounds with
the right equipment. It offers in
tegrated comfort and conve
nience features torival luxury cars
in this price range

The 2008 Land Cruiser looks
pretty much the same as the pre
vious Land Cruiser, but make no
mistake: it has been completely
re-engineered from the frame up
Refinements include a suite of

safety features, state-of-the-art
electronics, more power with bet-
ter mileage, and innovative engli
neering advancements that per
mit outstanding performance in
contrasting circumstances.
Because of its iconic exterior
design, Land Cruisers never seem

I'he

to look dated or go out of sty le
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008 Tovota Land Cruiser, with its

upright bodywork and wide, flat

hood, is unmistakable. The shightly
reduced, more sophisticated front
headlamps are the most obvious

differences, as 1s the lower, more
fluid beltline as viewed from the
side. LED tail lights are

contemporary touch

another

While the interior is not opu
lent in design, there is nothing
Atten

tion to detail can be seen in the

cheap or garish about 1t

stitching on the leather and the
tight seams between the compo
nents of the dash and console.
I'here is no bling factor in the
Land Cruiser design, which 1s

solid, stable and grounded in

every sense of the word. It 1s
\jL"I__'HL'lI to be IMpressive more
for what it is, than how it looks

l'o drive a Land Cruiser is (o
feel secure and incommand. Press
the start button

light up,

and the gauges
needles bounce once,
the steering wheel and mirrors
return to previously set positions,
and the V8 quietly hums to life
Find Reverse, and the back-up
camera displays what's behind
you on the navigation screen

quality 1s

Civilized ride

achieved !1_\ use of coil-over

spring-and-shock combinations
in the front, and a four-link/coil
spring setup in the rear.

lhrottle response is improved
due to the use of the 5.7-liter V8, a
38 1 -hp engine shared with the Tun
dra full-size pickup. Toyota has in
corporated the latest variable valve

timing technology, cam lobe de
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Specifications: 5.7-Liter 32-Valve Dual VT-i cam 381-hp @ 401 Ib-ft, torque V8 engine; 4WD; 6-Speed Dual
0/D w/sequential shift mode automatic transmission; 13-City 18-Highway MPG; $71,385. MSRP

sign, and intake manifold tuning to
optimize the cengine for power oult
fuel economy and reduced
emissions. Like

the 5

put,
any good truck
engine, J-liter makes more
torque (401 pound-feet) than horse
power, allowing the Land Cruiserto
loaf around at low rpm and still offer
ready throttle response

\ good part of the drivabihty
improvements are due to use of a
shick six-speed automatic transmis
sion. The transmissionoffers avery
low first gear for heavy loads, and

two overdrive gears at the top, in
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15 Hondas
in Stock

Over 25 Vans
in Stock

Over 50 Trucks
to choose from
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V8. 6.0L, Automatic, 4WD,

2002 Honda
Odyssey EX
$11,888

2002 Ford Lariat
$12,888

2004 Hummer H2

Mileage: 78,815
Our price $24,888
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News and reviews on new motor vehicles

ness varied.
Another

advancement is

" - ‘
% signifi-
cant
anew, very cleversus
pension control tech
nology. The suspen
sion is built around a
robust stabilizer bar
that enhances han
smooth,
I'he

system is not elec

dling on

paved surfaces

tronic, but hydro/me-
chanical, and requires
no power source.
Salety features in-
clude multi-terrain
ABS with Electronic
Brake Force distribu-
ton(EBD)and Brake
Assist; VSC
tronic stability control

elec
with cutoff switch;
Active Traction Con
trol (A-TRAC); dual-
stage advanced
airbags, seal
1S ’ mounted side-impact
airbags and frontknee

airbags for driver and

front passenger; sec-
cluding a super overdrive top gear A new Toyota system, Crawl ond-row seat-mounted side
that accounts for the smooth, effi- Control, acts like ABS on steep airbags: three-row roll-sensing side

cient highway cruise mode. The downhills. Itkeeps the vehiclefrom  curtain airbags with roll-sensing

automatic is computer controlled, rolling too fast. allowing the driver  cutoff switch: tire-pressure moni

constantly cross-checking with the  to select from three speed settings.  toring system

engine's computer, to determine a  depending on the surface condi I'he Land Cruiser's brick out-

shift pattern based on driving con- tion and steepness of the hill. No  house reputation for durability and

ditions braking is needed; the driver sim-  long-term value is still intact. Used

And for those moments when Land Cruisers are scarce and com-

the

ply steers the vehicle. With prac

push does come to shove, tice, we found we could selectfrom  mand high prices. But for those
the three Crawl Control settings on
the fly,

tain a comfortable speed as steep

Land Cruiser lives up to the capa who aspire to the best and can pay

bility requirements of a traditional, using the system to main- the price at the pump, the Land

Cruiser has no equal.

authentic four-wheel-drive truck.
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2007 Ford Explorer Sport Trac XLT ;' ______ kit o 'i
$16,888
| Lucky |
2003 Jeep Grand Cherokee Overland | |
$14,888 | Customer |
2007 Ford Focus - $11,888 : Referral :
2001 Dodge Ram 1500 - 58,888 | Anyone can receive $100% |
2000 Subaru Legacy Outback Limited II for each customer :
39,888 | referred to Gage Auto. |
2002 Honda Odyssey EX - $11,888 I NS ar s NS |
I (Requirements: Referrals |
2004 Saturn lon Level 3 - 58,888 | must meet Credit Approval and |
2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT - $9,888 : Purchase a vehicle from Gage Auto.) :
2005 Ford Freestar SES - $10,888 l '
2005 Jeep Wrangler X | |
Mileage: 47,061 : :
2005 Mercury Mariner 1 |
Mileage: 47,648 | |
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring : }
Mileage: 60,121 | ask for Lucky |
2002 Honda Accord EX | 503-515-8628 |
Mileage: 85,330 | wallerlouis @ yahoo.com J
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GAGE AUTO SALES 13432 SE McLoughlin Blvd, Portland, OR 97222
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