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New York Police Acquitted in Deadl

Unarmed groom was shot 50 times

(AP) Three detectives
were acquitted of all charges in
the 50-shotkilling of an unarmed
groom-to-be on his wedding day,
a case that put the New York
Police Department at the cen-
ter of another dispute involving
allegations of excessive fire-
power.

Scores of police officers sur-
rounded the courthouse Friday
to guard against potential chaos,
and as news of the verdict
spread, many in the crowd be-
gan weeping. Others were en-
raged, swearing and screaming
“Murderers! Murderers!” or
“"KKK!”

Inside the courtroom, specta-
tors gasped. Sean Bell's fiancée
immediately walked out of the
room; his mother cried.

Bell, a23-year-old black man,
was killed in a hail of gunfire

outside a seedy strip club in
Queens on Nov. 25, 2006 as he
was leaving his bachelor party
with two friends. The case 1g-
nited the emotions of people
across the city and led to wide-
spread protests among those
who felt the officers used un-
necessary force.

Officers Michael Oliver, 36,
and Gescard Isnora, 29, stood
trial for manslaughter while
Officer Marc Cooper, 40, was
charged with reckless endan-
germent. Two other shooters
Oliver
squeezed off 31 shots; Isnora
fired 11 rounds; and Cooper
shot four times.

The case brought back pain-
ful memories of other NYPD

weren't charged.

shootings, such as the 1999
shooting of Amadou Diallo
an African immigrant who was

-

Two women protest after hearing the not-guilty verdict Friday in the case against
three detectives during the Sean Bell trial, outside the Queens County Courthouse

in New York.

In the latest case, the officers

y Force Case

credible than the victims' ver
S10n

“The people have not proved
beyond a reasonable doubt that
each defendant was not justi
fied” in firing, he said

I'he defense painted the vic
tims as drunken thugs whomthe
officers believed were armed
and dangerous. Prosecutors
sought to convince the judge
that the victims had been mind
ing their own business, and that
the officers were inept, trigger-
happy aggressors.

None of the officers took the
witness stand n his own de-
tense. Instead, the judge heard
transcripts of the officers testi-
fying betore agrand jury, saying
they believed they had good rea-
son to use deadly force. The
judge also heard testimony from
Bell's two injured companions,

gunned down in a hail of 41 cold-bloodedKkillersandthe judge

the maelstrom

erupted without warning,

bullets by police officers who complained that pretrial public- indicated that the police offic- who insisted

ity had unfairly painted them as ers’ version of events was more

mistook his wallet for a gun.

Testimonies Document Camp Tortures

Dog attacks,
nooses used
to abuse youth

(AP)—During anemotional hear-
ing in Congress, lawmakers and
witnesses likened the treatment of
teens in youth boot camps to the
kind of torture faced by prisoners at
Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison.

Investigators uncovered cases
in which a program employee's pit
bull was trained to bite students in
the groin and where teens had bags
placed over their heads and nooses
slipped around their necks, testi-
fied Greg Kutz, who has led an
investigation into youth residen-
tial programs for the federal Gov-
ernment Accountability Office.

"It's hard to believe that people
would do this to somebody else's
child,” said a visibly angry Rep.
George Miller, D-Calif., during a
hearing Thursday.

Miller, chairman of the House
education committee, introduced
legislation to prevent such abuses
and boost oversight of boot camps.
Such programs also are commonly
referred to as residential treatment
facilities, behavior modification

=

programs or therapeutic boarding
schools.

The programs are typically
loosely regulated by states. There
are no federal laws that define and
regulate them.

The House session was a fol-
low-uptoone last fall in which Kutz
told lawmakers the GAO uncov-
ered thousands of allegations of
abuse, some of which involved
death, atresidential programs since
the early 1990s.

New details showed eight sepa-
rate cases in which teens were
abused or died at residential pro-
grams. Investigators found that
ineffective management and op-
L‘I"LI[IH:_' PI".!.L'[IL'L‘\ and lll”l‘il]nt‘ll
staff contributed to the deaths or
abuse. Criminal charges were only
brought in two cases, and only
one resulted in minimal jail time,
Kutz said.

In one case, a 16-year-old with
asthma and chronic bronchitis com-

Nursing Home Workers Charged

(AP) — Criminal charges have
been filed against former nursing
home workers accused of failing to
getmedical help fora Portland woman
who was dropped while being trans-
ferred from a wheelchair to a bed.

The patient, 60-year-old Linda J.

‘Blade’ Star Handed Prison Term

(AP)— A federal judge in Florida
has sentenced action star Wesley
Snipes to three years in prison on
tax charges.

The sentenced was the maximum
under the law, which U.S. prosecu-
tors had recommended for the star
of the “Blade™ movie series. He was
found guilty in February of failing
to file tax returns for 1999-2001, in
which the government said he owed
$2.7 million. Prosecutors had re-

Ober, broke both of her legs and died
less than a week after the fall. A
wrongful death suit filed by Ober’s
daughter against Gateway Care and
Retirement Center claims workers
ignored the woman’s pleas for help
and tried to persuade her that the

quested three years, one year for
each of Snipes’ convictions of will
fully failing to file a tax return
Snipes’ lawyers offered three
dozen letters from family members.
friends and even fellow actors
Woody

Washington attesting to his good

Harrelson and Denzel
character. They argued he should
getonly probation, because all three
convictions were misdemeanors

and the actor had no previous crimi

Racist E-mail Called Free Speech

A son whose father is the deputy
mayor of the Battle Ground City
Council has pleaded not guilty to
sending racist e-mails about the
council’s only black member.

The lawyer for 18-year-old Chris-
topher Reinhold entered the plea at
last Wednesday's appearance in
Clark County District Court in
Vancouver. Defense attorney Jon
McMullen says it's a First Amend-
ment free-speech case.
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Court documents says Reinhold
sent e-mails to city council mem
bers in January about new Council
man Paul Zandamela using aracial
slur. After the mayor, Mike Ciraulo,
told the council to ignore the mes
sage he received an e-mail with
another slur and called police who
traced it to Reinhold.

The defense lawyer says the lan
guage was disgusting but not
threatening. .
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spill was just “a bad dream.”

Former employees Suzanne

Ruddell, 58, and Verna Heide, 63,
have beencharged with felony crimi-
nal mistreatment. Both women face
trial in June.

A third former worker, Cammy

nal record

But prosecutors had urged the
court to impose a stiff penalty on
the actor nonetheless, because ol
his notoriety and the potential of a
high-profile case to deter tax crime

nationwide.

GinaJones holds apicture of her son who died while in custody at the Bay County Boot Camp in Florida.

plained of chest pain and breathing
problems, but his complaints were
dismissed by program staff at an
Arizonabootcamp. The boy ended
up dying from empyema, a condi
tion in which pus accumulated in
his chest. An autopsy found more
than 70 injuries, including some
from blunt force, on the boy's body.

In another case, a 12-year-old
boy died of suffocation at a Texas
facility after being restrained and

forced to lie on the floor face down.

with Death

Nye, 53, was indicted on accusa
tions of misdemeanor reckless en-
dangering

Rick Harding, administratorof the
Portland nursing home, said two of
the employees were fired, and the
third resigned shortly after Oberdied.

Wesley
Snipes
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* Payment Plans: OAC

* Full Service Lab

Dentures Worth
Smiling About!

* Professional Services
* Over 20 years experience
* FFull & Partial Dentures
* Accepting Oregon Health Plan
Melanie Block,

503-230-0207

We've Moved!
200 N.E. 20™ Ave., Ste 100

Portland, OR 97232
Free parking

* Affordable Prices

* Natural Appearance

L.D. Denrurist

Bullets Found

Portland Public School Dis-
trictofficials say they have deter-
mined there was no malicious in-
tent involved in the discovery of
ammunition left inside a back-
pack on a school bus.

The bullets were found last
Wednesday after a bus driver

on School Bus

dropped students off at Roseway
Heights Middle School in north-
east Portland.

The 8th grader who owned the
backpack said he forgot to re-
move the ammunition he found
while playing at his grand-
mother’s house.

CLEAR CHoICE DEBT RELIEF
Oregon Based Company

Ul

Over whelmed by debt?
Credit Cards * Collections « Medical Bills
Unsecured Loans * Judgments
If you would like to learn more about
eliminating you're debt within 24-36
months call for a free consultation
CONTACT: Ron Rasberry

503-594-1560 or

www.ClearChoiceDebt.com

AS SEEN ON TV!
Fox 12’s “Good Day Oregon”
See Video-http://lwww kptv.com/video/15814923/index.html

1-888-594-1560

—)  New Prices Effective May 1, 2007

Martin Cleaning Service

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: 1 small Hallwav)

I Cleaning Area (only
(Includes Pre-Sprav Traffic Area * Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs)

(With Other Services)

Heavily Soiled Area:

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment
Spot & Stain Removal Service
Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Sota $79.00
LLoveseat $59.00
Sectional $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner $35 - $49
Throw Pillows $5.00
(With Other Services)
See Flyers for Additional Prices ’)

Call For Appointment

(503) 281-3949

$45.00

$30.00 Each Area

) $40.00

$25.00

Additional $10.00
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