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Bill Visits, Hillary Due
Former President Bill Clinton vis-
ited OHSU and a senior center in
Portland on Monday on behalf of
his wife's presidential campaign.
Hillary Clinton was scheduled to
visit Portland and Eugene on Sat
urday,

inherently
rental rate fo
Tue PORTLAND OBSERVER ST RN Squan
In some ways, Northeast Martin Luther
King Jr.
projects either under construction, on the
ground or in the pipeline. What are lacking,

new building
R\'\"- CS SdYS S0

nancial assistance

thal
ind Devi
Commission n o real

Boulevard is hopping, with new P
1rom the

opment estate

but released no further market are n

in the market

. W st volture
details by press time. See story in some cases, are people and businesses to

page A2
Voters Switch Parties

In the past seven weeks, nearly
10,000 Oregonians have registered
to vote in the May 20 Democratic
Primary featuring Sen. Barack
Obama and Sen. Hillary Clinton

that’s about | percentof the state’s
764,000 registered Democrats.
About 3,500 of the potential vot-
ers were formerly Republican, with
former nonaffiliated voters ac

occupy the new spaces. For such project
Months after its completion, the Fremont

Project at the intersection of MLK and Fre-

mont Street stands empty, its anchor Terroir
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include classroom space for Portland Com-

. ’ ! : " vou might not get people to pas *inthe
munity College, space for the Community

Cycling Center and No Limits Martial Arts,
but Eric Wentland, one of its developers,

future or the buildings wi

awhile until the market
Wentland, who a

on the east sid

Fargo and Cook s

t.llilxl plans to develop it

says securing these tenants “hasn’t been
easy.”
African-American business leader Ray

counting for most of the others. Leary and neighborhood

Jeana
Woolley spent years trying to attract ten-
ants for the Vanport Project on MLK north
of Alberta before they hituponacommercial
condominium idea that attracted individual
owners, but even then they needed $7 mil-
lion in urban renewal funds to make it work.

Veteran commercial broker Michelle
Reeves says part of the problem is that some
of the new buildings, such as the Fremont
Project, are isolated.

“In the Hawthorne,
Alberta districts, you started with existing
she told the Portland Ob-
“Even on Martin Luther King at
Russell you had older buildings to start with,
and that area’s thriving.”

activist

“This 1s a really bad climate

Housing Secretary Resigns
- As federal au-
thorities inves-
tigate whether

something new,” he says. “and the people

who finance development projects are really
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friends,

Housing Secre-
tary Alphnn»uR Jacksonresigned
on Monday, saying thathe needed |
to devote more time to his family.
See story, page A2

R&B Singer Dies

Sean Levert, a third of the 1980s
R&B trio LeVert and son of lead
O'Jays singer Eddie Levert, has
died after falling ill while serving a
jail term for failing to pay child
support. He was 39. Authorities |
said Monday that an autopsy was |
inconclusive, but foul play was
ruled out.
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sale to developer Tom Walsh a
A signature Portland Development Commission-backed project at Northeast ind Trust
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Fremont Street sits mostly empty with signs
in the widows offering space for lease.

Bridging *** Divide
Controversial

[-5 project

on fast track
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Plans are on the fast track fora
new Interstate 5 bridge crossing
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Reeves says when you have a district

Questioning Big 0il
U.S. oil company executives told a
House committee looking for an-
swers to record fuel costs Tues-
day that they know high prices are
hurting consumers, but deflected
any blame and argued their profits
~$123 billion last year — were in
line with other industries.

Iraqi Violence Spikes

Fighting between security forces
and Shiite militiamen last month
has driven civilian deaths in Iraq
to their highest level in more than
six months, government figures
showed on A total of
923 civilians were killed in March,
up 31 percent from February

Tuesday.

Election Mayhem
Zimbabwe s elections commission
tried to calm growing disquiet
Tuesday at the delay in announc-
ing the results of three-day-old
presidential polls, amid warnings
that the country was teetering on
anarchy

By 3
i2

)

the Columbia River.

Construction could begin as
soon as 2010 for a $3.1 billion to
$4.2 billion project if acoalition of
public transportation-manage
ment and government agencies
has its way

Proponents argue that a new
bridge is necessary torelieve rush-
hour congestion, allow for mass
transit, protect against earth-
quakes, and improve access for
freight,
ans

bicyclists and pedestri-

Planners have already enlisted
the support of several politicians
unions behind
something soon

and local trade
building
A public-comment period dur-
ing the next couple months will go
along way ininfluencing votes on
whether the Portland City Coun-
cil, Metro regional government,
and other city and county juris-
dictions back the initiative
Momentum is also growing to
question the efficacy of building
a new connection that will push
the transportation grid with tens
of thousands of additional ve-
hicle trips per day.
Anorganization called Colum
bia

River Crossing, based in

Vancouver and developed
through a partnership of the
Washington and Oregon trans
portation departments, has orga

mized regular meetings in an at-

Community activist Marcia Ward (left) speaks with Carley Francis of the Columbia River Crossing project al

nections between Oregon and Washington.
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A transportation
department
maintenance
worker, Dave
Lowles believes
that something
should be
resolved soon to
ease the conges
tion on the
Interstate 5
bridge in and out
of Vancouver
during rush
hours.
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