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War-Budget 
Could Buy a Lot
If only our 
‘leaders' would
end ideological 
crusades
b\ J im H ightowi r

President G eorge W .
Bush has now  s u b m it
ted his budget to  C o n 
gress, and it  can be 
sum m ed up by th is  lo p 
sided seore: D om estic
needs, zero. T he  Pentagon. $5 15 

b illio n .
The budget slashes health  care 

program s from  M ed ica re  to the 
m ed ica l needs o l 9-11 rescue 
w orkers. It also makes drastic cuts

lu re . C o u n tin g  such de te rred  
costs as in te rest on the w a r debt 
and lo n g - te rm  ca re  fo r  the  
w ounded, the tab is $720  m il l io n  
per day.

The A m erican Friends Service 
C o m m itte e  has analyzed w hat 

else besides th is  m is 
begotten w ar A m e rica  
co u ld  buy w ith  o n ly  
one day s w o rth  o f  the 
m oney w e 're  spend ing 
there.

F o r$ 7 2 0  m il l io n  we 
co u ld  p ro v id e  hea lth

coverage lo r  424 ,000  c h ild re n ; 
b u ild  84 brand new schoo ls ; buy 
school lunches fo r  1.2 m il l io n  
needy k id s ; p ro v id e  6 ,482  un its  
o f  a ffo rd a b le  ho us ing ; pay fo r  
renew ab le -energy  e le c tr ic ity  in
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Under Mr Bush's accounting 
rules, war costs are off-budget, 
charged to the credit card o f our 
children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren and beyond.
in  such o th e r c ru c ia l e ffo rts  as 
the centers fo r  disease co n tro l, 
lo w -in c o m e  energy assistance, 
and fa m ily  lite ra cy . B u t it p iles 
h a l f - a - t r i l l i o n  b u c k s  in  the  
Pentagon's vau lts  - and that does 
not in c lud e  the m oney th ro w n  
dow n the h e llh o le  o f  Iraq.

U nde r M r. B ush 's  accoun ting  
ru les, w a r costs are o ff-b u d g e t, 
charged to  the c red it card o f  ou r 
c h ild re n , g ra n d ch ild re n , g re a t
g ra n d ch ild re n  and beyond.

Joseph S t ig litz ,  a N obe l P rize 
w in n in g  econom is t, has ca lc u 
lated the to ta l cost o f  ju s t the firs t 
fo u r  years o f  the Iraq m isadven-

1.3 m il l io n  hom es; pay the an
nual salaries o f  12,500 new class
room  teachers; and pu t 35 ,000 
s tudents  th ro u g h  a fo u r-y e a r  
state co llege .

A n y  o f  these co u ld  be had fo r  
j ust one day o f  w a r fund i ng. Th i s 
great c o u n try  has the m oney to 
do w hat needs to  be done - i f  
o n ly  ou r " leaders” stop f r i t te r 
ing  it aw ay on th e ir  id e o lo g ica l 
c rusades.

For more information on Jim 
H ightow ers work - and to .sub
scribe to Itis monthly newslet
ter. The H ightower Lowdown, 
visit jimhightower. com.

Cheaper to Educate than Incarcerate
War on drugs 
misplaced

prison w ithout the skills they need to 
thrive. Yet. Am erica continues to 
imprison drug offenders, despite ev i

dence that this method is in
effective, not to mention ex
pensive. Study after study 
shows that it is far cheaper to 
educate and rehabilitate than 
it is to incarcerate. It is time for

dealers. The passing o f mandatory 
m in im um  laws were one o f the main 
weapons used. These laws required 
judges to hand down mandatory 
sentences fo r drug offenses, regard
less o f  the circumstances surround
ing the crime.

The lawsal so required longer sen
tences fo r crack cocaine offenses, an

Help

bv ,|t im;e G reg M athis 
The United States im 

prisons more people than 
any other country in the
world. The m ajority  o f these people 
-  80 percent -  are locked away fo r 
drug-related crimes; many o f whom  
are low -leve l drug offenders.

The country ’ s increased prison 
population has led to weakened com 
munities, particular in urban areas, 
and a generation o f young men. and 
now women, who are released from

It is time for this country to realize 
that the current system is not working 
and develop one that does.

us mark the future of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.

Preliminary concepts for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
Gateway and Heritage Markers are on display at Reflections 
Coffee House, 446 NE Killingsworth, until Friday, April 11, 
2008. You're encouraged to stop by, review the plans and 

provide comments.

For information on the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Gateway 
Heritage Markers project, visit: 
www.pdc.us/heritagemarker, 

or call Irene Bowers, PDC 
senior project coordinator, at 

503.823.2419 or e-mail 
bowersi@pdc.us.

(his country to realize that the cur
rent system is not w ork ing  and de
velop one that does.

Though the A m erican govern
ment has long waged a w ar against 
the drug o f  its day -  a lcohol in the 
1920s and 30s -  the contem porary 
war on drugs began in the 1980s, 
when crack cocaine began to dev
astate urban areas. The w ar was 
more o f  an attack, targeting poor 
people o f  co lor.

Instead o f focusing on anti-drug 
education and rehabilita tion o f ad
dicts, the war m ainly centered on 
arresting and im prisoning users and

urban drug, than powder cocaine, a 
drug long associated w ith  whites 
and money.

Though the country is now tak
ing steps to move away from  m an
datory m in im um s, the damage has 
been done.

Young men, and women, have 
spent years in ja il,  many fo r nonvio
lent drug offenses, and are unedu
cated and unable to properly pro
vide fo r themselves o rthe ir fam ilies, 
weakening the core o f urban com 
munities.

A n  authentic war on drugs, one 
that was designed to solve the prob-

lem at its root, w ould have sought to 
understand w h y  you ng  people 
w ou ld  risk the ir lives and endanger 
the ircom m unities toengage in drug 
related activities.

It is no secret that U.S. fore ign 
po lic ies at the tim e a llow ed foreign 
m ilita ry  groups to smuggle and sell 
drugs in th is country to fund  weap
ons purchases. Though many deny 
the cla im s, there is substantial re
search on f ile  to support them.

I n the 20 o r so years since the war 
on drugs began, the on ly thing that 
has changed is the number o f people 
in prison fo r drug related crimes and 
the amount o f money this country 
spends on incarcerating people who 
can be rehabilitated. A  new strategy 
is clearly needed.

The governm ent can begin an ti
drug counseling in schools. And 
not those 'ju s t say no ' campaigns. 
Y oung people need access to coun
seling that w i l l  help them address 
the root issues o f  drug abuse.

Judge Greg Mathis is national 
vice president o f Rainbow PUSH 
and a national board member o f the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference.
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How does poverty, housing or 
discrimination affect your health?

Across the country, thousands of people w ill take part in discussion about 
the connections between healthy bodies, healthy bank accounts and skin 
color.
Please join us for a special screening and discussion of Unnatural Causes, 
a PBS documentary which confronts myths and misconceptions about 
our health.

Portland Community College 
Moriarty Arts and Humanities Building Auditorium

Saturday from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
April 12

New Columbia
Saturdays from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

4625 N. Trenton Street 
March 29, April 19, May 3 and May 17

For more information and screening locations, 
visit vwvw.mchealth.org/healthequity or call 503-988-3030 Ext. 22068

Speak truth to power
bv Sherwood Ross

The language used by Rev. 
Jeremiah W right to denounce his 
country is certainly “ in flam m ato ry" 
and has brought him  w ide v ilif ic a 
tion. Yet, the words o f  this otherwise 
gentle man o f  peace are now here as 
damnable as the actions o f  the man 
o f war in the W hite House respon
sible fo r k illin g  more than a m illion  
human beings in Iraq.

Yet the p re s id en t's  uncounted 
lies have never been sub jected to 
the in tense sc ru tin y  on T V  that 
the ne tw o rks  are now  d e vo tin g  to 
Rev. W r ig h t 's  com m ents ! A nd  
w hy is that?

Bush and his neocon allies have 
loosed the dogs o f war on the fiery 
Chicago preacher not because he 
represents a danger to anyone. That' s 
absurd. W righ t, we are told, has been 
making remarks such as “ god damn 
A m erica" fo r  years. It's  on ly  since 
Sen. Barack Obama has become a 
front-runner that Obam a's oppo
nents elected to use Rev. W right. 
It's  their way o f attempting to tear 
down the on ly  one o f the three presi
dentia l candidates that opposed 
Bush's war. It's  Bush that deserves 
censure, not the minister.

And may we have the tem erity to 
inquire what Rev. W right is so angry 
about? The answer in part is that he 
is ticked o f f  at Am erica 's imperialist 
foreign po licy, its v iohitions o f in ter
national law, and its role as a dis
turber o f the peace. Indeed, W right 
is part o f  a long and honorable trad i
tion o f  Americans who to ld their 
government o f f  when their govern
ment was. in fact, dead wrong, as it

has been on many occasions.
Such men and women loved their 

country enough toexpect better o f  it. 
Psychologist W illia m  James, the 
Harvard philosopher, fo r example, 
used the same epithet as W righ t in 
1898 when he declared: “ God damn 
the U.S. fo r its v ile  conduct in the 
Philippine Isles."

Was James wrong? In his “ A  
People’ s H is to ry  o f  the U n ited  
States," Howard Z inn quotes M ark 
Tw a in  saying this about the U.S. 
takeoverofthe Philippines: "W e have 
pacified some thousands o f  the is
landers and buried them; destroyed 
the ir fields; burned their villages, 
and turned the ir w idow s and o r
phans out-of-doors."

Indeed, the M an ila  correspon
dent fo r the Philadelph ia Ledger 
w rote home, “ O ur men have been 
relentless, have k ille d  to ex te rm i
nate men, wom en, ch ildren, prison
ers and cap tives...and suspected 
people from  lads o f te n  up ... O ur 
soldiers have pumped salt water in 
them  (cap tives ) to  make them  
ta lk . . . "  W ere those damnable acts 
o r not? How  many people reading 
these words th ink  it s okay to in 
vade a fo re ign  country and k il l 
wom en and children?

Rev. W righ t, shortly a fte r9 /l I he 
declared. "W e bombed Hiroshima, 
we bombed Nagasaki, and we nuked 
far more than the thousands in New 
Y ork and the Pentagon never batted 
an eye." Once again, we find  the 
m inister speaking tn ith  to power, 
referring to the commission o f tw o o f 
the most ho rrific  war crimes in his
tory. He m ight have added, also, 
between them the U.S. and British air 
forces k illed  perhaps 8(X),(XJ0 G er

man civ ilians in W orld  W ar II and the 
U.S. incinerated the better part o f  66 
Japanese cities, massacring w ith  
napalm over 100,000 one night in 
T okyo  alone, and maybe I-m illio n  
Japanese c iv ilians in all.

I don’ t know  i f  the T rin ity  United 
Church o f  Christ m inister ever got 
around to damning Am erica 's treat
ment o f the Native Americans or the 
tw o -m illion  c iv ilians U SA exterm i
nated in V ie t Nam. Laos and Cambo
dia, o r the tens o f thousands that 
died when President N ixon anil Henry 
K issinger funded the C IA 's  over
throw  o f  the elected A llende govern
ment in Chile , etc., etc., but these are 
established facts. Just as the to r
tures and murders in Abu G hraih and 
Guantanamo Bay today are facts.

W e've  heard a lot about "tw o  
Am ericas" in this campaign, com 
paring the rich and the pixrr. But 
there are tw o other " tw o  Am ericas" 
that need urgently to be discussed: 
the Am erica o f  righteousness, gen
erosity, and peace and the America 
o f c rim ina lity , greed and war: the 
America that helped create the United 
Nations and the Am erica o f George 
Bush that seeks plunder, and I don't 
blame the Rev. W right that he is 
incensed at the latter. So am I. W hile 
I do not believe he has his facts right 
concerning all hischarges, and while 
I th ink it is wrong to call on god to 
damn any ind iv idual, and particu
larly to damn an entire nation, my 
sympathy is w ith  him  fo r his prefer
ence for diplom acy over m ilita ry  so
lutions, and fo r peace over war.

Sherwood Ross is a Miami-ba sed 
public relations consultant and 
reporter who has worked in the civil 
rights movement.
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