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Under Mr. Bush's accounting
rules, war costs are off-budget,
charged to the credit card of our
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Cheaper to Educate than Incarcerate

War on drugs
misplaced

By JupGe Grec MaTais
I'he United States im
prisons more people than
any other country in the
world. The majority of these people
80 percent — are locked away for
drug-related crimes; many of whom
are low-level drug offenders
I'he country’s increased prison
population has led to weakened com
munities, particular in urban areas,
and a generanon of young men, and

now women, who are released from
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prison without the skills they need to
Yet,

imprisondrug offenders, despite evi-

thrive America continues to
dence that this method 1s in
eltecuve, not to mention ex
pensive. Study after study
shows that it is far cheaper to
educate and rehabilitate than

itistoincarcerate. [tis tume for

dealers. The passing of mandatory
minimum laws were one of the main
weapons used. These laws required
judges to hand down mandatory
sentences for drug offenses, regard-
less of the circumstances surround-
ing the crime.

I'he laws alsorequired longer sen-

tences forcrack cocaine offenses, an

It is time for this country to realize
that the current system is not working

and develop one that does.

this country to realize that the cur
rent system is not working and de-
velop one that does.

I'hough the American govern
ment has long waged a war against
the drug of its day - alcohol in the
19205 and 30s — the contemporary
war on drugs began in the 1980s,
when crack cocaine began to dev
astate urban arcas. The war was
more of an attack, targeting poor
people of color.

Instead of focusing on anti-drug
education and rehabilitation of ad-
dicts, the war mainly centered on

arresting and imprisoning users and

In Defense
Speak truth to power

BY SHERWOOD Ross

l'he language used by Rev.
Jeremiah Wright to denounce his
country is certainly “inflammatory™
and has brought him wide vilifica
tion. Yet, the words of this otherwise
gentle man of peace are nowhere as
damnable as the actions of the man
of war in the White House respon
sible for killing more than a million
human beings in Iraq.

Yet the president’s uncounted
lies have never been subjected to
the intense scrutiny on TV that
the networks are now devoting to
Rey And
why is that?

Wright's comments!

Bush and his neocon allies have
loosed the dogs of war on the fiery
Chicago preacher not because he
represents adangertoanyone. That's
absurd. Wright, we are told, has been
making remarks such as “god damn
America” for vears. It's only since
Sen. Barack Obama has become a
front-runner that Obama’s oppo
nents elected to use Rev. Wright.
It's their way of attempting to tear
down the only one of the three presi
dential candidates that opposed
Bush's war. It’s Bush that deserves
censure, not the mimister.

And may we have the temerity to
inquire what Rev. Wrightis soangry
about? The answer in part is that he
isticked offat America’s imperialist
foreign policy. its violations of inter
national law, and its role as a dis
turber of the peace. Indeed, Wright
is part of a long and honorable tradi
tion of Americans who told their
government off when their govern

ment was, in fact, dead wrong, as it

urban drug, than powder cocaine, a
drug long associated with whites
and money.

Though the country is now tak-
ing steps to move away from man-
datory minimums, the damage has
been done.

Young men, and women, have
spent years in jail, many for nonvio-
lent drug offenses, and are unedu
cated and unable to properly pro-
vide forthemselves or their families,
weakening the core of urban com-
munities.

An authentic war on drugs, one
that was designed to solve the prob-

lem at its root, would have sought to
understand why young people
would risk their lives and endanger
their communities to engage in drug
related activities.

It is no secret that U.S. foreign
policies at the time allowed foreign
military groups tosmuggle and sell
drugs in this country to fund weap-
ons purchases. Though many deny
the claims, there is substantial re-
search on file to support them.

In the 20 or so vears since the war
on drugs began, the only thing that
has changed is the number of people
in prison for drug related crimes and
the amount of money this country
spends on incarcerating people who
can be rehabilitated. A new strategy
is clearly needed.

The government can begin anti-
drug counseling in schools. And
not those “just say no” campaigns.
Y oung people need access to coun-
seling that will help them address
the root issues of drug abuse.

Judge Greg Mathis is national
vice president of Rainbow PUSH
and a national board member of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference.

of Reverend Wright

has been on many occasions.
Such men and women loved their
country enough toexpect better of it.
Psychologist William James, the
Harvard philosopher, for example,
used the same epithet as Wright in
1898 when he declared: “God damn
the |
Philippine Isles.”

S. for its vile conduct in the

Was James wrong? In his “A
People’s History of the United
States,” Howard Zinn quotes Mark
Twain saying this about the U.S.
takeoverofthe Philippines: “Wehave
pacified some thousands of the is-
landers and buried them; destroyed
their fields; bumed their villages,
and turned their widows and or-
phans out-of-doors.”

Indeed, the Manila correspon
dent for the Philadelphia Ledger
wrote home, “Our men have been
relentless, have killed to extermi-
nate men, women, children, prison-
ers and captives...and suspected
Our

soldiers have pumped salt water in

people from lads of ten up.

them (captives) to make them
talk...” Were those damnable acts
or not”? How many people reading
these words think it’s okay to in-
vade a foreign country and kill
women and children?

Rev. Wright, shortly after 9/11 he
declared, *“We bombed Hiroshima.
we bombed Nagasaki, and we nuked
far more than the thousands in New
York and the Pentagon never batted
an eye.” Once again, we find the
minister speaking truth o power,
referring to the commuission ol two ol
the most horrific war crimes in his
tory. He might have added, also,
betweenthemthe U.S. and Britishair
forces killed perhaps 800,000 Ger-

mancivilians in World War [Tand the
U.S. incinerated the better part of 66
Japanese cities, massacring with
napalm over 100,000 one night in
Tokyo alone, and maybe |-million
Japanese civilians in all.

I don’t know if the Trinity United
Church of Christ minister ever got
around to damning America’s treat-
ment of the Native Americans or the
two-million civilians USA extermi-
nated in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambo-
dia, or the tens of thousands that
died when President Nixonand Henry
Kissinger funded the CIA’s over-
throw of the elected Allende govern
ment in Chile, etc., etc., but these are
established facts. Just as the tor-
tures and murders in Abu Ghraiband
Guantanamo Bay today are facts

We've heard a lot about “two
Americas™ in this campaign, com
paring the rich and the poor. But
there are two other “two Americas™
that need urgently to be discussed:
the America of righteousness, gen
erosity. and peace and the America
of criminality, greed and war; the
Americathathelpedcreate the United
Nations and the America of George
Bush that seeks plunder, and I don’t
blame the Rev. Wright that he is
incensed at the latter. Soam 1. While
I do not believe he has his facts right
concerning all hischarges, and while
I think it is wrong to call on god to
damn any individual, and particu
larly to damn an entire nation, my
sympathy is with him for his prefer
ence fordiplomacy over military so-
lutions, ;llld for {K'.IL'L‘ OVEr war.

Sherwood Ross is a Miami-based
public relations consultant and
repaorterw ho has worked in the civil

rights movement.
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