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Obama Confronts Racial Division candidate to

Urges nation to
break from past

(AP) -- Barack Obama

nation's racial divide head-on

tackling both black grievance and white
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He said he recognized his race has been America for continuing to mistreat them mistory, and they are comj n
amajor issue in a campaign that has taken Obamarejected Wright's divisive state primary campaign,” said Cl in si
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a"particularly divisive turn.” Many people

Police Issues Draw Fire in Debate

continued A from Front

tng control of unmons.” Refer
ring to Adams’ comment he said
“I"'m not impressed with the City
Council atall.” Repeating arecur
rent theme, he said individuals
should be trained to defend their
rights and not expect government
to do 1t

For the most part, the candidates
presented their own, sometimes
conflicting positions. At several
points the other challengers di
rected criticism at Adams, who as
city commissioneristheonly elected
official in the race

For instance Dozono, owner ol
Azumano Travel Agency and a
prominent member of several civic
organizations criticized Adams for
not using a $32 million tax surplus
to create a Rainy Day Fund in last
vear's budget

Rich, a self-employed entrepre
neur in the advertising and enter
tainment promotion fields, declared,
“The city has the money™ to deal
with priorities if it wasn’t diverted
to “pet projects and personal lega
cies,” such as the Oregon Health
and Sciences University's $57 mil
lion tram and new streetcar routes,
which Adams has personally ad
vocated for

Gier, a panel chip engineer,
made similar charges.

Adams replied that he oo be
lieved in a rainy day fund, but
that the city also had to “backfill™

loss of funds due to cuts in fed

confronted the

l'uesday

eral appropriations. The newesl
streetcar additions are being paid
tor by tederal appropriations, ui
ban renewal funds and local as
sessments that couldn’t other
wise be used for police, fire or
schools, he said

One questioner asked what the
candidates would do to ensure

African

munity 1s

that the American com

included 1in the city
VISION

Adams, who lives in Kenton
responded, 1 experience north
Portland as a member of the com
munity. Thisis anincredible com

munity, but it’s incredibly
stressed.” He promised to sit

Afr

American community, the

down with “leaders of the
can
north-northeast community, and
create a plan

Dozono said, “1 have so many
friends in the audience,” and men
tioned James Posey, Roy Jay and
Lolenzo Poe. “These are people
I've worked with for 30 years. I've
beenin yourcommunity: I've been
invited into your homes. You have
my commitment. Being a person ol
color means a lot to me.”

Several times Dozono re
peated, I get it, and I'll get 1t
done.” In his final remark, in an
obvious reference to the fact that
he was running for office for the
first time, he said, “1I'm ready for
prime time.”

McNair sand, I want to close
the gap on this community. White
folks don’t understand us, and
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Rich said that he w

with many rap artists from his

time in the music busin
ork to eradic

Liguor Control Commission laws

would w ate Oregon

that restrict what they do. He said

he would emphasize personal re

sponsibility for problem solving
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with “a hand up, not a hand out

Gier, noting that he was the

sard, In
lot. | will b

yvoungest candidate

short time I've done a

the most honest person you v
ever elected. My door will b open
and my books will be open. Eveny
one will know what I'm thinkin
In answer to a question about
changing to a city manager form ol
government Dozono, who backed AMRSRItIS A Bausl Onportunity Ietitior

two unsuccesstul attempts to insti

tute such a system, continued
back the idea. He

fend the
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wde

concept, bul

won’t run on a plattorm of chart

change

Adams said the 1dea would con

fer “near-dictatorial powers™ upon
one person and said, T opposed

what Sho and Mavor Potter pro

posed.” The other three candidates
|\}I\ h .Ill
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person who's adictatorand a group
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A SPECIAL FREE EVENT TO HELP CITIZENS
SHAPE THE STATE OF THEIR COMMUNITIES
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Nhen: Wednesday, March 26, 2008 | 6:30PM to 10PM
Ambridge Conference Center, 300 NE Multnomah - Portland
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Let’s build together. Help us meet.our godl to award
Yo of our contracts to small b s. Visit our
Web site to register for business. gpportunities.

www.portofportland.com
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