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P o r t l a n d  O b s e r v e r  A u f©  R e v ie w News and reviews on 
new motor vehicles

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport 4X4
by Kathleen C arr

The Jeep Liberty is all-new for 
2008. For 2008, Jeep is giving the 
Liberty an all-new look inside and 
out. It’s slightly bigger and has a 
smoother ride, but respectfully 
maintains the rugged Jeep heri
tage. The 2008 Liberty is quite 
capable off road, one of the best 
in its class.

With heavily revised styling, 
the 2008 Liberty is taller and more 
angular, reminiscent of the much
loved, rugged but crude 1990s 
JeepCherokee. The all-new 2008 
Liberty is more of a true Jeep, with 
off-road prowess and bold, up
right styling.

The 2008 Jeep Liberty is of- 
1 fered in two trim levels -  Sport 
and Limited, both with front- or

1 four-wheel drive. Sport models 
come standard with a six-speed 
manual transm ission; a four- 
speed automatic is optional for 
Sport and standard on Limited.

The base four-w heel-drive 
system is Jeep's Command Trac, 
a part-time system designed for 
off-road use. Also offered is 
Selec-Trac II, a full-time system 
that allows use of four-wheel 
drive on dry pavement. Both sys
tems have low-range gearing.

The most noticeable aspect of 
the front end is Jeep’s character

istic seven-slot grille, which is 
(aileron this model. The front air 
dam is removable to provide more 
ground clearance for off-roading.

A notable feature of the rear is 
the lack of an exterior spare tire. 
Jeep has moved it under the floor 
for 2008. The ta ilg a te  a lso  
changes from a swing gate to a 
liftgate  design , and separate  
opening rear glass is newly stan
dard.

The only engine for 2008 is a 
carryover 3.7-liter, 210-horse- 
power V-6; a little slow getting up 
to cruising speed but has no 
trouble passing once it's there. 
At 15 m.p.g. c ity /21 m.p.g. high
way, fuel economy is modest for 
asmall SUV. •

When they redesigned it, Jeep 
engineers set out to give the 2008 
Liberty pleasant road manners 
and, when it comes to ride qual
ity, they succeeded. The Liberty 
rides firmly, but irons out most 
bumps quite well and is stable on 
the highway. The Liberty sacri
fices handling for off-road prow
ess, however. The Liberty leans 
in turns and has a floppy feeling 
in quick changes of direction.

Inside, the Liberty has plenty 
of room for five. Though not luxu
rious. the new interior of the 2008 
Liberty is functional. Most driv-

The All-New Rough and Rugged Liberty
Specifications: 3 .7-Liter 210-hp @ 235 Ib-ft. torque V-6 engine; 4 Speed automatic transmission; 
15-City 21-Highway MPG; $ 23,575. MSRP

ers will like the high seating posi
tion. Head room in the front seat 
is plentiful.

The side mirrors are large and 
the cabin has a lot of glass, mak
ing for fine rear visibility. The 
gauges are easy to spot and the 
controls are simple to use. We

don't think the interior feels like 
an upgrade from the previous 
generation, however.

Cargo room is a plus. The 
Liberty's second row seats fold 
flat, as does the front passenger 
seat, to provide plenty of room 
for hauling boxes, bikes and life's

other accessories.
Sadly, the test vehicle didn't

come with the Sky Slider roof 
option, a sheet of canvas over 
front and back seats for open-air 
motoring — over front or rear seats 
or both — at the push of a button. 

Sport options include Class III

towing package with trailer sway 
control; the Premium SoundGroup 
with 6-disc CD changer, six speak
ers and Sirius satellite radio with 
one-year subscription; all-terrain 
tires; skid plates for the 4x4 model; 
and the Popular Equipment Group 
with 115-volt auxiliary power out
let, six speakers, cargo compart
ment cover, fog lamps, front pas
senger fold-flat seat, roof rails, 
cruise control, external temperature 
display and compass.

Safety features include dual front 
airbags, plus head-protecting side- 
curtain airbags with rollover sen
sors and front side airbags for torso 
protection. Active safety features 
include anti-lock brakes with brake 
assist, hill start assist, traction con
trol, and electronic stability control 
with rollover m itigation. The 
antilock brakes have rough road 
detection; when rough conditions 
are detected, the system holds the 
brake pulses longer to better slow 
the vehicle.

With a maximum towing capac
ity o f5000 pounds, rugged off-road 
capability and plenty of cargo space, 
the 2008 Jeep Liberty is a good 
choice for small families or couples 
that tow boats or go camping. If 
your travels don't often take you 
off-road, the other small SU Vs will 
deliver better fuel economy and 
better handling, but none will offer 
a more pleasant ride.
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Health Department 
Tackles Disparities

continued from Metro

of testing and treatment, as well 
as delaying sexual initiation, so 
.that youth and young adults can 
make informed choices about their 
sexual health. The campaign also 
encourages the people youth 
most want to hear from -  parents, 
teachers, healthcare providers 
and faith leaders -  to learn how to 
support youth in making healthy 
choices about sex.

Posters and postcards will dis
seminate messages about delay
ing sexual involvement, risky be
havior, condom use, talking about 
sex, as well as testing and treat
ment. This social marketing ef
fort was developed by depart
ment staff with cultural ties to the 
A frican-A m erican com m unity 
along with youth and community 
members to aggressively promote 
safer sex among youth and young 
adults.
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516 SE MORRISON ST. STE 540 
PORTLAND. OREGON 97214

BUSINESS 503 234 4452 
CELL 503 901 1535

B U S I N E S S ,.
directory

Join the City Council at a 
Community Budget Forum

Wally Tesfa
Residential and 
Commercial tirokei 
Oregon-Washington

503 267 7586 cell 
503 249 1903 o ffice 
503-249 6527 fax 
w tesfa1@ com cast.net

Multi-Million S Service

Thursday, February 21 2 Options! ■
A l H o r  C l o m o n t o r w  C o h n n lAlder Elementary School 

17200 SE Alder Street

Wednesday, February 27
Metropolitan Learning Center 

2033 NW Glisan

Same Format & Times for Roth Locations!

6:00-6:30 - PM Community Fair 
6:30-8:30 - PM Budget Forum

'U -f ic io u s
SMOKEHOUSE A.r

5¡>ccinliciiig in f'liiohci' ‘Ô'ÔQ <’ then/eoi

Weddings 
Birthday Parties 
Family Reunions 
Business Functions 
Concert Promotions 
Private Parties 'Aerinet/i öcott

D.I Service On The Move

Night Clubs 
Fund Raisers 

Receptions 
School Functions 

Class Reunions 
Banquet

F-mail:dewayn525({’ yahoo.com 503.442.5089
"Tough  tim es d o it't last hut tough people d o "

F or m ore  in fo rm a tio n  o r  to  s ig n  u p  fo r  c h ild c a re  o r  a S p a n is h  
la n g u a ge o p t io n , v is it

w w w .portlandonlinc.com /com m unitybudget

* * * * * * * * * *
F o r m ore  in fo rm a tio n , call 823-5288

A ll loca tions arc A D A  accessible.
Special needs: call 823-4519 in  advance, T D D :  823-6868

— -----------------------------------------------------------

Beef • Pork • Lam b • Pou ltry  • Seafood 

£nnclt $5.95. ‘Oinncr $9.95 nub nf 
Pork Rib, Brisket, Turkey, Chicken, Ox Tails &  More 

Beer and W ine Available

Open I I :3 0  A M  -  9:00 PM Monday thru Saturday

Your Care 
Our First Priority

Boanerges Group
General Contractor 
•Carpentry services 
•Concrete 

•Painting
•Plumbing & Mechanical
•Residential & Commercial Services 
•General home maintenance 

Tel: 503-281-0224 
Fax: 503-284-4419 
Email: shamaxhend@acninc.net
4134 N Vancouver Ave, Suite 400E. Portland. OR 97217

We are a locally owned and 
operated company with 

experience and highly qualified 
employees providing exceptional 
construction services in Oregon 

and Washington 

Call today for 
estimate or 
consultation

Insured. Bonded. Licensed and 
Minority Certified 
CCB 159587 OR 

BOANEG-934JT WA
S h a ro n  M a x w e l l H e n d rk lo .  

( » e n t ra i M a n a g e r

4057 N. Interstate Ave.

Ox Tail 
Dinner
$12^

with two sides 
& cornbread

503-493-9414

Dr. M arce litte  Failla
Chiropractic Physician

We are located at
1716 N .E . 42nd Ave. 
Portland, O R  97213

(Between Broadway 
and Sandy Blvd.)

• Automobile accident injuries
• Chronic headache and jo in , pain
• Workers Compensation injuries 

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140
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503.286.1339

3(H) N . Killingsworth  

Phone

(503) 286-1339
Fax (503) 286-7088
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$ 1 —- off Any Dinner 

Best tasting Fish in town 
*4 Burger and Fries $2.99 

Melt in your mouth PhillySteak
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NEED HELP IN 
DISCOVERING YOUR 

FAMILY ROOTS?
THEN COME TO THE...

AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY WORKSHOP, 
SATURDAY, MARCH 15TH, 2008, FROM 1-5:30 PM

NORTH PORTLAND L IBRARY, 512 N. KILLINGSWORTH.

THE EVENT IS FREE! ONLINE COMPUTERS WILL BE 
READY FOR USE. COME AND LEARN HOW TO SEARCH 
YOUR FAMILY THRU:

NEWSPAPER OBITUARIES & DEATH NOTICES, presented 
by local genealogist Stephen Hanks, author of Akee Tree, 
A D escendant's  Search For His Ancestors: MILITARY 
RECORDS, presented by genealogy specialist ERIC SMITH 
from  Chicago; A DNA KIT, as to ld  th ru  the personal 
experience o f local resident W llla Brooks; AND MUCH 
MORE!! For more Info, call 503-282-6696 

Event sponsored by Genealogical Networking Services.

-------------------------------— — — ------- ----------

Car + Horne =

BIG SAVINGS
Set me lo r  Cai ami Hom e Insurance and save.
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mailto:wtesfa1@comcast.net
yahoo.com
http://www.portlandonlinc.com/communitybudget
mailto:shamaxhend@acninc.net

