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Oregon Legacy of Education Advocacy

African
Americans
draw attention
to 1inequities

BY TrUDY FLORES AND SARAH
GRIFFITH
Fue Orecos Historican
SOCIETY

Black 1 | Front leader Ron
Hernd ood on a desk at a 1982
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against the 1Oosu ol Harriet g
M'ubman Middle School. In this in
SLanc chool-board member
James Fenwick picked up his pa
pers and left, as they suggested

Herndon, a 1968 graduate of Reed
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bovcolt th ] ()
Alncan-Amencan students to torce
the school board to allow Tubman
to stay open. Leaders hoped that
such protests would draw atten
tion to the Portlund Public School
Board decisions that avoided ad
ressing the needs of minority and
low-income students. The problem
wias partic ularly irksome becausc
low tesl score ||||-"|U| Afncan
American students

In the 1960s and through 1979
the Portland chool board re
sponded to education issues re
lated to blacks by following the

blatantly racist busing practices

Mandatory busing to distant

schools atfected African-Amercan
students who often traveled far from
their homes to attend integrated

schools: white students attended

their closest neighborhood school
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Ron Herndon leads a 1982 protest against the closure of Harriet Tubman Middle School to draw attention to racial inequities in Portland.

With busing, however, test s

nes

did not improve significantly and

continued to be a source of frustra

tion for Herndon and other mem

bers of the community

Regence

Herndon has drawn persistent at
tention to educatonal inequities in
Portland. Among his recent accom

plishments are directing the Albina

Since his Reed College days, Ron  Head Start program and co-leading  and minority students. intelligence unit kept watch
the Education Crisis Team. acitizen In 2002, the Portland Tribune throughout the 1970s and 1980s.
group that confronts the school revealed that because of his activ-  The intelligence unit maintained
board over the issue of academic ism Herndon was one of many ac- and updated these files long after it

achievement among low-income tivists on whom a Portland Police  became illegal for them to do so.

The State of Oregon is proud to honor Black
History Month. We also would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the Portland
Observer on its 38th year of publication. The
Oregon Liquor Control Commission (OLCC)
and the Department of Administrative
Services (DAS) are the sponsors of this
message and are Equal Opportunity
Employers committed to a diverse work
force. You can find current job
announcements for the Sate of Oregon,

on the Web at www.oregonjobs.org

You can also find out about current
job openings at OLCC by calling the Job
Information Line at 503-872-5239,
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