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2008 Ford Taurus
X Limited AWD

The Urban Companion

BY KATHLEEN CARR
I'he Taurus name is back, and now it is
used on two models, the Taurus sedan

and the Taurus X crossover. The cars
bearing the new name used to be the Five

The

rus name was resurrected to capitalize on

Hundred sedan and Freestyle lau-
the popularity of the brand that once was
the best-selling car in America

The exterior of the Taurus X picks up
design cues from the Ford Edge, including
the headlamps and distinctive Ford three
bar chrome grille that is becoming a Ford
signature. The hood, fenders and front
fascia are also new.

The crossover Taurus X has a sedan
chassis, a tall body and seating for seven.
The flat cargo floor makes itan ideal urban
companion.

The Taurus X"schassis platform, shared
with the Taurus sedan, is derived from the
Volvo XC90.
tight and solid, and it provides good han-
Shared de-

The body structure feels

dling and crashworthiness.
sign is one benefit of Ford's ownership of
Volvo.

A major upgrade for the Taurus X comes
inthe formofa3.5-liter V-6 with 263 horse-
power. That is nearly 30 percent more
power than the Freestyle’s engine pro-
vided, and the added oomph is certainly
welcome. A six-speed automatic transmis-
sion replaces the CVT that was used on
the Freestyle

Taurus X'sall-wheel-drive system, now
similar to that of the Ford Edge, is new for
2008. Itis less complex than the system it
replaces, and it uses on-demand electro-

Specifications: 3.5
mpg; $38,160. MSRP

-inch wheel-

The

base that enables it to have three rows of

laurus X has a 113,

seats. Itis 10inches longer, 2 inches wider
and 4 inches lower than an Explorer, with
roughly the same headroom and legroom.
'he space behind the third seat i1s actually
greater than that in the Explorer

The Taurus X is one of 12 new Ford,
Lincoln and Mercury products to offer
Ford SyncSync is
in-car communications

a voice-activated,

hands-free, and
entertainment system that was developed
in collaboration with Microsoft. This sys-
tem integrates mobile phones and media
players into the vehicle using Bluetooth
and USB connectivity,

The Taurus X can haul seven people or

technology

Liter, 263-hp @ 249 |b-ft. torque V-6 engine; 6-Speed automatic transmission,

then the whole seat pivots backward to

make a load floor that aligns with the
second-row seat. Even the front passen
ger seat can fold forward to accommodate
something 9 feet long. The one drawback
is that the cargo hold isn’t very tall
When the seats are upright, getting

into the third row is easy because the
second-row seat tips forward. Legroom in
the third row is passable for adults and
excellent for children. The third seat is
available as a single bench or 50/50 split
T'he split-folding seat is the most useful
conhiguration.
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Inside, the Taurus

Five Hundred sedan ents on

the instrument panel, soft-touch paint fin

W

17-City 24-Highway

and climate controls are large and easy to
use.
Storage compartments are plentiful. A

small hd

great space to keep maps or other small

atop the instrument panel 1s a

items. Fingertip controls on the steering
wheel are handy for operating the radio
and cruise control
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ing five-star ratings in all four categ
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Crossovers are part of the fastest
the United
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States.,

growth
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outpacing even the re
SUVs
CUVs surpassed traditional SUN
for the first time

achieved in the
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last vear and are ex
pected to top 3 million sales annually by
the decade’s L'll\j..

I'wo distinct consumer trends have
ol the
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helped fuel the explosive growth

CUV segment: car buyer 1ore

spacious and flexible interiors along

with the security of all-wheel drive, and
traditional SUV

maneuverable and

buyers seeking more
fuel-efficient ve
hicles that still make an active lifestyle
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I'he three-row Taurus X will comple
ment the Ford lineup: demonstrating the
company’'scommitmenttocrossover lead

ership. Not as fuel efficient as we would

mechanical center coupling to allocate a  aload of cargo. Creating a flat load flooris  ishes and leatherlike textures areall partof — shoppers are interested in, according to  have hoped the Taurus X -by any name is

Ford customer research accommodating, and remains one of the

Ihe

lhe instrument panel has
Audio

The third-row seat is a clever the package.

seatback folds down, and

precise amount of torque from front to  a snap

rear, up to 100 percent to either axle. design. The simple, chrome-trimmed gauges AdvanceTrac® system can pre better people-movers available

O  Missing and Exploited Children
1-800-THE-LOST

Endangered Missing

Have you seen me?

Oregon Health Plan to Open Rolls

ers. We want as many people up to 185 percent of the fed

continued S  from Metro _ :
to know about this opportunity

eral poverty leveleven it adults
in the household are ineligible.

Edge also noted that other
Oregon Health Plan

packages continue to be open

JEWELSTRONG

Current Age: 4

Date Missing: May 28, 2006

Missing From: Panama City Beach, FI

e

as possible.”

Among OHP-Standard's
benefits are physician ser-
prescription drugs
chemical dependency and

many Oregonians as possible
with news about the reopening
of OHP-Standard.

"Weare inviting nearly 2,000
partners and providers to help
us get the word out.”
"We're working with educa-
low-in-

benetit
Jewel was last seen plaving in the

Beach;

] [ ¢
a floral two
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to new enrollees. water at Panama City at the

he said. mental health services, emer- "I encourage people who do time she was wearing

piece bathing suit with a pink bow.

medical services, and not have health care insurance | ANDREABENITEZ-OJEDA
Current Age: 12

Date Missing: Dec. 21,2007
Missing From: Wheaton, MD

\ndrea was last seen wedaringe

gency
limited dental, hospital and vi-
Most enrollees

to not only get their names on Local police believes she mayv have

tion service districts,
come health
county health departments,
hospitals, tribal offices, legal
aid organizations, faith orga-
nizations, advocates

care clinics, sion benefits. the OHP-Standard reservation been lost at sea.

list during February,” he said,

"but also to see whether they

pay modest premiums.

Children
may receive coverage if they
live in households with incomes

If vou have any information please contact:
I'he National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678)

This public service announcement provided by the Portland Observer Newspaper.
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ACQUIRE

516 SE MCRRISON ST, STE 540
PORTLAND, OREGON 97214
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Finding the right loan is not hard when you
have a great Lender Relationship.
We are - LOCAL!

We are a locally owned and
operated company with
experience and highly qualified

Reduce your monthly debts starting today!

Weddings
Birthday Parties

Keno /”70&& @/ %/m
Family Reunions

Night Clubs
(s
Business Functions

Fund Raisers
Concert Promotions —

Receptions
School Functions
Private Parties Nennell « \{ ‘all
DJ Service On The Move

Class Reunions
F-mul:dewayns 25

Get rid of that Ist and 2nd morigage payment for a
One Loan Fixed Rate Mortgage.
Personalized Rate Quote!

Fall & Winter
Special

Call today for your

503-972-2719 office ~ 503-975-2769 cell
ckyles@mitglender.com
www.calvinkyles.com

m o
consurlatmn
Tel: 503-281-0224 ool Gonted, Usonses

& “U-Licious ,
A\ Fax: 503-284-4419
%@“ SMOKEHOQUSE And grill | | s imemmsenee

O 06Q Meats &

General Contractor

employees providing exceptiona

eCarpentry services

Banquet construction services in Oregon
and Washington
Call today for

estimate or

oConcrete
ePainting
oPlumbing & Mechanical

eResidential & Commercial Services

Calvin Kyles — Broker

5".‘.442.5"89 ( ind Residential

vahoo.com ommercial

sGeneral haome maintenance

“Tough times don't last but mm:h prnph' do”

wtland, OR 97217
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Beef » Pork * Lamb » Poultry * Seafood Celebrating Martin Luther King Jr.
Limch $5.95. < Oinmer $9.95 and up
Pork Rib, Brisket, Turkey, Chicken, Ox Tails & More
Beer and Wine Available

ARDY

9:00 PM Monday thru Saturday

ﬁ] d Fried Shrimp
U Dinner
10-Large Shrimp

$10%

with two sides

Open 11:30 AM
T ST 2500 NE MLK Jr. Blvd
Since 1924 Portland, OR 97212

Plaques * Trophies * Awards

(503)282-7787
Fax: (503) 282 - 3182

Email; sales@bardytrophy.com

503.995.4136
rahoo.com 4057 N. Interstate Ave 503-493-9414 £ e g de
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