
lanuary 9. 2008 Page A9

Po ri land OLserver A m ie  R e v ie w News and reviews on new motor vehicles

2008 Volvo C30 2.0 M
The Youngster with 
a Playful Personality
by Kathleen Carr

The all new compact C30 has the dis­
tinction of being the smallest car Volvo 
offers. The C30 is suited to its duty of 
injecting youthful enthusiasm into the 
stodgy Volvo family. It's  a slick two-door 
coupe with a glass hatchback.

It is derived from the Volvo S40 plat­
form, though 8.5 inches shorter, 320 
pounds lighter and a two-door hatchback 
rather than a four-door sedan. In profile, it 
somewhat resembles a station wagon with 
a massive glass hatch lid so those trailing 
can see inside the cabin from cargo hold to 
dash.

The small size, however, doesn 't mean 
it sacrifices any o f V olvo’s attention to 
safety. W hat is most Volvo-like about the 
C30 are the safety features.

There’s stability control with traction 
control to get you moving and keep you 
going in the desired direction without 
wiggle or jiggle. And anti-lock brakes en­
sure you stop when and where intended.

If you still mess up, there are front and 
side-curtain air bags, headrests that cradle 
the melon in a rear impact to prevent whip­
lash and a special bucket seat design front 
and  rea r to  k eep  o c c u p a n ts  from  
submarining under and out o f the safety 
belts in an impact.

As an added safeguard, the nose has a 
small, soft plastic beam in front o f the

SPECIFICATIONS: 2.5-Liter, 5-Cylinder 227-hp @ 236 Ib-ft. torque Turbocharged Engine: 6-Speed Manual transmission: 
19-City 28-Highway MPG; $27,950. MSRP

bumper to absorb crash energy and re­
duce injury to any pedestrian you may 
strike.

The C30 is new for 2008. It comes in 1.0 
and 2.0 versions. On close inspection, the 
major difference between the two is that 
the 1.0 has 17-inch radials, the 2.0 18-inch 
radials as standard.

W hile smal I, it delivers more than a I ittle 
kick thanks to its 2.5-liter, 227-horsepower, 
tu rbocharged  5 -cy linder. A 6-speed 
manual is standard; a 5-speed automatic 
with manual mode is optional.

There’s good power to pass and little or 
no noticeable turbo lag between kicking

the pedal and getting a response. Usually 
5-cylinder engines aren 't as smooth or 
quiet as a V-6, but the 2.5 was neither 
overly noisy nor harsh. But the mileage 
suffers. Fuel economy is nothing special: 
fuel mileage is rated at 19-city, 27-high­
way, and the C301 i kes premium gasoline.

The C30 is energetic. You zip along the 
highway and into and out of tight corners 
and turns, but pay the price on long­
distance travel. That’s because it’s snug 
with stiff seat backs, small seat bottoms 
and narrow side bolsters. It also comes 
with a dynamic chassis, which means a 
firmer suspension to take advantage of

the car’s “playful personality” though in 
doing so you "may sacrifice a touch of 
comfort."

Oddly, pull the handle in the top of the 
front seats and they slide forward to pro­
vide decent access to rear seats, where 
you find surprisingly good leg and head 
room.

Lift the glass hatch lid and there’s de­
cent space for luggage or groceries. To 
hold the golf clubs— or more luggage and 
groceries —  squeeze the handle on the top 
o f the rear seats and the backs fold flat.

The C30 also is Volvo’s first Custom 
Build vehicle. You can add stand-alone

options such as DVD navigation system 
($2,120), power moon roof ($ 1,200), leather 
seats ($1,200) and power driver’s seat 
($450); or a climate package ($675) with 
heated seats, headlamp washers and rain­
sensing wipers.

Or 20 individual items such as power 
driver/passenger seats ($900), headlamp 
washers < $4( X)), electronic cl i mate control 
($250) and blind-spot information system 
($695 for cameras in the side-view m inors 
detect vehicles in your blind spot and set 
off orange warning lights in the A-pillars 
along the windshield) to make the C30 all 
your own.

There are also 17 exterior colors, 12 inte­
rior trim packages and nine seat/carpet/ 
floor mat colors. But for all this choice, you 
pay a $300option fee that simply allows you 
to customize the car and your bill.
, Standard equipment includes power 

windows/locks/mirrors, rear-window de­
froster, tinted windows, AM/FM radio 
with single disc in-dash CD player with 
auxiliary input and MP3 capability and 
Sirius satellite radio with a year’s free 
service.

So it’s a snappy non-Volvo-like hatch­
back. The criticisms seem minor compared 
to how much is right with the C30, particu­
larly the styling. This may be the car that 
finally makes Americans appreciate pre­
mium European hatchbacks. Or it may not. 
At least we will be given the chance to 
experience this entry-level Volvo that’s 
actually pretty cool. The Volvo C30offers 
a fine combination of performance, style 
and safety at a reasonable price before 
customization.

B U S IN E S S  directory Charles McCleoud
CEO

C a lv in  K y le s  -  B roke r 
Commercial and Residential

Finding the right loan is not hard » h en  you 
have a great Lender R elationship .

Reduce your monthly debts starting today!

Get rid of that 1st and 2nd mortgage payment for a 
One Loan Fixed Rate M ortgage.

Call today for your -  Personalized Rate Quote!

503-972-2719 office -  503-975-2769 cell 
ckyles@ m tglender.com  

» » » .c a lv in k y le s .c o m

/T lc C Ïto u d
ENTERPRISE, LLC

516 SE MORRISON ST, STE 540 
PORTLAND. OREGON 97214 

BUSINESS 503 234 4452 
CELL 503 901 1535

7 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- X

Car insurance with
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E .

No extra charge.

Wally Testa
Residential and 
Commercial Bioker 
Oregon-Washington

503 267-7586 cell 
503 249 19 0 3  o ffice  
503-249-6527 fax 
w fesfa1@ com cast.net

Multi -Million $ Ser vice

'oidio S a u d

Weddings 
Birthday Parties 

Family Reunions 
Business Functions 

Concert Promotions 

Private Parties Ttennei/i òco tt

Nightclubs 
Fund Raisers

Receptions 

School Functions 
Class Reunions 

Banquet

DJ Service On The Move
E-mail:dewayn525®’yahoo.com 503.442.5089

"tough limes don 'I last hit I tough people do"

n j- ju c io u s
SMOKEHOUSE 4

9pccitiliziup in O ' C*‘ ÔQ 5  C'eut »vi
Beef • Pork • Lamb • Poultry • Seafood 

¿M idi $ 5 .9 5 . ‘O inncr $ 9 .9 5  Mil up 
Pork Rib, Brisket. Turkey. Chicken, Ox Tails & More 

Beer and Wine Available

Open ! 1:30 AM -  9:00 PM Monday thru Saturday

4057 N. Interstate Ave.

Fried Shrimp  
D inner 

10-I.arge Shrimp 
$10M 

with two sides

503-493-9414
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State Farm ■
Providing Insurance ano financial Services

Home Office. Bloomington. Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.
Agent
4946 N Vancouver Avenue Portland. OR 9/217
503 286 1103 fax 503 286 1146
etme hill hbrnt/distatefarru com -

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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300 N. Killingsworth |

Phone *
(503) 286-1339 j
Fax (503) 286-7088 !

i $1— off Any Dinner i
j Best tasting Fish in town |
j % Burger and Fries $2.99 j
I Melt in your mouth PhillySteak •
k — — — — — — — -------------------------------------- —  —  —  —  J

i.eemot/ f  Jlbel.oon 
Nad lech, Skin Analyst 

A Make-Up Arhsl

CIOJHING_______
irw tu iv _________
body shape consci riNc, 
CCHOtl MATCHING

Phone 503.995.4136  
aprljns@yahoo. com

Your Care 
Our First Priority

We are located at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213

I Between Broadway 
and Sandy Blvd.)

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic Physician

s
• Automobile accident injuries

, • Chronic headache and joint pain X
• Workers Compensation injuries *

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140

At State t arm you get a competitive rate and an agent 
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right for you 
and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care o t you like 
State farm . Contact me. I ’ll prove it.

M ichael David Holton, Agent
7223 SW Macadam Avenue 
Portland, OR 97219-3076 
Bus: 503-517 9090 
www michaelholton com

LIKE A GO O D  NEIGHBOR, STATE EARM IS I HERE. 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Swa - ' - ■ • -
.  Bten.notn.MI •st.net.irr.cren ___ (
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New Prices Effective May 1,2007 
Martin Cleaning Service

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG. $45.00

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.00
(With Other Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning 
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning 
Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment 
Spot & Stain Removal Service 
Seotehguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Sofa
Loveseat
Sectional
Chairor Recliner
Throw Pillows
(With Other Services)

$79.00 
$59.00 
$109 - $139 
$35 - $49 
$5.(X)

See Flyers for Additional Prices 
Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

mtglender.com
%c2%bb%c2%bb%c2%bb.calvinkyles.com
mailto:wfesfa1@comcast.net
yahoo.com

