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An Anti-War Legacy " Resonates

continued A from Front

Non-violent resistance was how
King approached Civil Rights. He
was arrested several times waging
peaceful battles for justice, willfully
violating local laws such as protest-
ing withouta permit, demonstrating,
and sitting in a whites-only restau-
rant waiting to be served.

Although
to mention her true feelings about

Acosca was hesitant

the war, she supports those who
question the war.

“Thank God for the politicians
that are asking questions about
i1s right,”

whether this war she

said. "As soldiers, we do what we
are told to but if people don’t talk
about it then mistakes will be re
peated again and again.”

Acosca says she will go back to
Iraq a third time if she is called, but
said she prays to God that those
who make the decisions on military
deployments “go to every effort to
validate the war before another one
of my friends dies, I'lose alimb or,
God forbid, 1 die.”

Adriana Moyola, 25, an ex-sol-
dier from Portland has another view.

Moyola can now talk as she
pleases about the war, since she
was “other than honorably dis-
charged” for refusing to deploy
to Irag and going AWOL (Ab-
sent Without Leave) from her
military unit.

“I had signed up for the Army
Reserves in February 2001
wasn’t called for duty until Au-
gust 2006 for ‘Operation Iraqi
Freedom.’

and

I signed up because |

Obama’s nn

continued A from Front

who was

bad,”
Minister of Informa-
tion for the local chap-
ter of the Black Pan-
thers, *
of weight on him for

says Floyd Cruse,

There’s a lot
change, and hope-
fully that will' mean
something when he
takes office.”

Cruse has regu-
larly participated in
impromptu discus-
sion groups that have
lately formed at Re-
flections every morn-
ing with more than a
dozen people. He said
the “hotbed of con-
versation and dia-
logue™ gives hope for
the world.

Sabrina Serac, a
former French teacher
at Portland State Uni-
versity visiting the
coffee shop before
her current research,
observed that much
of Europe has also
fallen Obama
through his call for

and real,’

for
peace. “He has more
presence than Hillary,
and he was also
against the war, as we
were,” she said.
Having preached in
favor of Obama dur-
ing her outreach min-
istry, Rev. Renee’
Ward said, “It’s very
encouraging to see
thatan African-Amern-
can man can even be

‘It feels so good,’
-- GloriaMcMurtry

‘He’s approac huhh'

-- Rev. Renee' Ward

‘There'salotofweight
on him for change,’
-- Floyd Cruse

am from Mexico, where women
aren’t considered able to be suc
cessful people and I wanted to
disprove that,” she said.
“During that time period, I had
some changes in my life that in
cluded medical illness. I also had
been waiting for six years to get
into graduate school and was fi
nally accepted. Mostimportantly,
I thought that the war was racist
and unjust, I couldn’t find one

reason to go, not in the role of a

“I was AWOL for 187

Before the unauthorized leave,

lj.l_\ 5™

Moyola said she had prepared

herself for duty, assured by a
female officer who said that the
military treated women well n
Irag. But she said her opinion
changed when she overheard the
same officer tell a male officer
that she had lied to her

Moyola said she hid from the
military for four months by stay

ing with another ex-soldier who

I thought that the war was racist

and unjust. I couldn’t find one

reason to go, not in the role of a
soldier at least...1I just left the base.
I was AWOL for 187 days.

soldier at least.”

Moyola made three attempts
to avoid fighting in a war Ilml she
was “spiritually against.

She asked for an educational
deferment in October 2006 and
was denied. Secondly, she asked
While

her sergeants were reviewing her

for a medical discharge.

paperwork, she was sent to Camp
Parks in Oakland,
she waited for two days until she

Calif., where
found out that her medical dis-
charge was denied.

On Jan. 27, 2007, she put her
final plan into effect and went
AWOL from Camp Parks.

“I just left the base,”

she said,

considered in this day in age to be
a candidate for president.” Ward
credits Obama’s momentum with
his demonstration
of integrity, experi-
| ence and commit-
ment to social is-
sues that comes
across even in per-
son. During his visit
this past fall to the
Oregon Conven-
tion Center, she
found him “ap
proachable and
real.”

Reflections em-
ployee Tracy Bell
the
strongest skepti-
‘Let’s
not get caught up in
the color of the

expressed

cism, saying,’

hype of the first
black president be-
fore seeing what he
can do.”

Ward countered
with the
that the current mo

position

mentmarkstheclos
est American soci-
ety has come to a
vision of equality
in the more than 40
years since Martin
Luther King’s
March on Wash
ington speech
“Obama repre-
sents King'sdream
coming to fruition,
and that reality 1s
based not on his
color but on the
content of his char

she said

acter,”
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— Adriana Moyola

had refused deployment.

“I believed it was my human
right to choose not to kill inno
cent people,” she said

“The Army was looking forme in
Portland,”
went so far as to tell PS1

she said. “They even
. the col
lege Iwas attending, thatif I showed
up then to call the police.”

turned
think

ing that she was going to spend

Moyola eventually
herself into the military,

three months in jail and possi
bly get deported since she was
an immigrant from Mexico who
moved to the United States with
her father at

“lIwasreally lucky, I wasn’tcourt

age eight

marshaled for ¢ggsertion. | spent

five davys in jail and was allowed to

return to Portland,” she said

“The army told me to never talk
to others who had been to |!‘Ll|
while | was active,” she added

“I'was really happy that L didn’t

risk my life. | knew what | was

doing was very patriotic and

democratic

In 1968, Martin Luther King
commented about the Vietnam
War saying, “We must move past

We

find new ways to speak for peace

indecision to action must

in Vietnam and for justice

orld,

aworld that borders on our doors

throughout the developing w

If we do not act, we shall surely be
.ll.lll\

shameful corridors of time re

\1I.JL'!'L‘\|11\I\‘.III|&L'|llll_'_' and

served ftor those who POSSESS
power without compassion, might
without morality, and strength
without sight.”
Moyola said something much
similar about the Iraq war today
“The people with less access

Lo ‘-II|‘[H‘II are the ones who

end up joining the military. Ul
timately, any decision you make
will affect you. You have to let
go ol your fear ol the govern
ment and look into why you are
sked to
who profits fromit. Vietnam, in
Martin Luther King’s time par

allels the war in Iraq today.”

being g0 o war and

Acosca also is grateful for Dr.
King’

‘made such a difference through

s work, saying that he has

peace advocacy and we honor

him for that today.”
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Barack Obama addresses the crowd at a recent campaign event.

Mr. Cartez Penix,
celebrated his 99th Birth-
day on Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008;
at his home with his family
and friends from his church.

He was unable to attend
church service, but the en-
tire congregation
“Happy Birthday”
cell phone.

sang
via a
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“What Happened To The Dream™
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