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O pinion Opinion articles do not 
necessarily reflect or represent the 
views o f The Portland Observer

Make a Difference
Participate in 
the debate for 
our future

We

really looks like 
because we have 
not seen it for so 
long.

by M. L inda  J a r a m il l o

With the turning o f the 
calendar year to 2(M)8.1 ant 
reminded of how impor­
tant thi s year w i 11 he i n the 
United States.

Aseitizens in a state that is a major 
international power broker, we must 
recognize that what is important to 
the U. S. is important to the world. I 
must admit that I am very anxious 
about this election year, because I 
am convinced that it is a pivotal time 
in history. We must pay attention to 
the fl urry of election
messages that are 
already upon us.

In speech after 
speech presiden­
tial candidates tell 
us all about how he 
or she is the best 
person to the lead 
the nation during 
the next four years.
But what we hear
more is how their opponents are 
wrong for the job.

What we need is to determine 
what we need in a leader to change 
our chaotic course in domestic and 
international policies. It is then that 
we can determine whom we are for 
rather than whom we are against. 
This year, let’s cast a vote in favor 
rather than one in opposition.

I admit that we raise issue after 
issue about the injustices that we 
oppose. We repeatedly call atten­
tion to the many social problems 
that prevail in our nation and around 
the world. We regularly expose the 
serious impact that public policies 
have  on p e rso n s  w ho are 
marginalized in our society.

While we will continue to do so 
because such issues must be raised,
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we must propose what justice would 
look like if «existed. (Otherwise, we fall 
into the habit of always complaining 
without offering solutions and hope. 

What I’m afraid is that we may 
have lost sight o f how to imag­
ine. We may not know what 
justice really looks like be­
cause we have not seen it for 
so long. Maybe we have be­
come so accustomed to living

with the status quo, that w e’ve 
forgotten how to dream about a 
better world. Maybe we don’t dare 
hope because w e’re afraid to be 
disappointed. I propose that we 
paint the picture that we want to 
see. the one that says what w e’re 
for rather than what w e're against. 

There are so many issues that 
need our atten- 

? may not tion this year.
We can see

know what justice what is needed 
to change our
course toward 
environm ental 
d e s t r u c t i o n .  
We will listen to 
the stories o f 
those facing ex­
trem e poverty

in the richest nation in the world 
and recreate a sense o f hope and 
productivity in our communities. 
We will find ways to negotiate with 
world partners and rebu i Id our rela­
tionsh ips around the w orld to 
achieve peace. We will see that our 
vote does matter at local, state, and 
national levels.

This year we must participate in 
the public debate about the future.

Engaging in the democratic pro­
cess is not a dream, it is not in our 
imagination. It is real. This year, 
2008, is the year to make a difference. 
This year, let’s not cast an opposing 
vote; let’s cast a vote in favor of our 
children and their children.

M. Linda Jaramillo is executive 
minister for Justice Ministries for 
the United Church o f Christ.
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Building Opportunity for Our Young People
By improving
health and 
education
by M ar ian  W r ig h t  E d elm an  

In a num ber o f A m erica's 
upper-incom e com m unities, 
parents like generations be­
fore them, p re-reg ister their 
children at birth for blue-chip 
nursery schools in hopes of
placing them on the path to Ivy 
League and other top-tier uni­
versities. By contrast, m illions 
of black and Latino children from 
poor fam ilies with no or few 
stim u la tin g  p re -k in d erg arte n

opportunities never m ake it onto 
the college track.

W ith m ultiple strikes against 
them - low birth w eight, poor 
single parents, absen t fathers, 

perhaps substance 
abuse - many begin 
life already on the 
prison track.

A go o d  e d u c a ­
tion in A m erica is a 
major determinant of 
w hat kind o f life a

child will have w hen s /h e  grow s 
up. A bad education is often a 
sentence to social and econom ic 
death. Education determ ines fu­
ture income and social status as 
well as a child 's range o f  future 
options and quality o f life. Sadly, 
too many children in econom i­
cally depressed m inority com m u­
nities are stuck in failing schools.

A child's experiences in the dawn 
of life establish the foundation that 
will prepare him or her to learn at 
school. Children in America's poor­
est communities who lack stable 
parenting, quality child care and 
who receive little stimulation in their 
early years will lag behind when 
they start kindergarten. When they 
enter first grade, it's likely to be at a 
poorly funded, overcrowded, un­
d e rs ta ffe d  and lo w -ach iev in g  
school.

C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  to o  m any  
schools are likely to be staffed by 
teachers and adm inistra tors who 
have low expectations for ch il­

dren from  m arginalized fam ilies 
w ho they may label as “dum b” or 
“bad .” C urrently , 88 percent o f 
black ch ildren  and 85 percent o f 
Latino children  in fourth grade 
c a n ’t read at grade level. This is 
when m inority children with poor 
preschool preparation begin to 
be sorted out.

The lack o f  health and m ental 
health care am ong low -incom e 
ch ildren  is also an im portant fac­
tor in a ch ild ’s educational d eve l­

Too many schools are likely 
to he staffed by teachers and  
administrators who have low 
expectations fo r  children from  
marginalized families.

opm ent. A ch ild 's m isbehavior 
may be a reflection  o f  an unad­
d ressed  learn ing  d isab ility  or 
m ental or em otional disorder.

R egrettably, too few  schools 
have the sta ff capable o f  recog­
nizing the behavior o f  a disturbed 
or d isabled child  for what it is, 
and if they do, are unable to pro­
vide treatm ent. M ore often, these 
ch ildren  are seen as "disruptive," 
and instead  o f  o ffe rin g  them

c o u n s e lin g  o r  p sy c h o lo g ic a l 
therapy, too m any educators d is­
pense "zero to lerance" d iscip line 
- usually in the form  o f suspen­
sions o r expulsions.

There are things we can do. 
C ongress and states m ust fully 
fund quality  H ead Start, Early 
H ead S tart, child  care and pre­
school program s that target the 
need iest ch ild ren  betw een  the 
ages o f  three and five to provide 
com prehensive education, health.

nutrition and social services. And 
we can all encourage the children 
in our lives and celeb rate  their 
academ ic achievem ents.

F inally , educato rs w ho do not 
love and respect the children  they 
are en trusted  with preparing for 
the future should go do som e­
thing else.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president o f the Children's De­
fense Fund.
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wHEK*7
Highland Center

7600N.E.Ghsan,

better la lhc<3Lditor
Good Read

I read your new spaper w hile 
visiting my m om -in-law  at the 
Irvington V illage on N ortheast

M artin Luther King Jr. B oule­
vard. 1 like the variety o f articles 
and the lead article about gay 
righ tstN ew  Year A dvancesG ay 
Rights, Dec. 26).

I' m not gay myself, a Christian, 
but I think committed gay couples

are just fine in G od’s eyes.
Keep up the good work and

thanks for the paper. I enjoyed read­
ing it.«

fiarían Simantel 
Northeast Portland

Live Program /Radio Broadcast: KBOO (90.7 FM) 
Broadcast/tape delayed on Portland Community Media (PCM - channel 11) 

Broadcast/tape delayed on Television Services (PPS - channel 28)

Donation: $4.00 OK 4 cans o f  non-perishahic food.

Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
Zchon R. Jones, DC

333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

Truly making a difference in the lives of 
Auto Accident victims and In jured Workers for 16 years.

If you or someone you know has been in an accident, 
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503)284-7838

SPONSORS:
Safeco Insurance 

Portland Public Schools 
McDonald's of Oregon 
and SW Washington

City of Portland 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

Portland Association of Teachers 
Dignity Memorial Locations 

Oregon Education Association 
Providence Health System 

Concordia University 
Portland General Electric 

African American Chamber of Commerce 
KBOO Radio

Portland Community Media (PCM^ 
Television Services (PPS)

A Production of 
World Arts Foundation, Inc.

A Non-Profit Organization

Vilit our BLOG at
http 7/nlemedia com/blog/2007/10/16/ 

23rd-annuaFtribute-to-rev-dr-martin-iuther-l(ing-jr/

For program information 
& event schedule log onto: 

www.worldartsfoundationinc.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 50.3-816-9001

We are located ott the 
corner ofM LK and Russell 
Street, on the second floor 

above the coffee shop.
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