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On March 14, 1968, Memphis State University students supporting the Memphis strikers con
front Mayor Henry Loeb. The strike was the last campaign for justice taken up by Martin Luther
King Jr. before his assassination.

Book Chronicles
King’s Final Days

Memphis campaign

intertwined civil
and labor rights

Going Down Jericho Road: The Memphis Strike,
Martin Luther King's Last Campaign tells the story ol
a strike where civil and labor rights became inter

twined, and the struggle for justice resulted in some

of the most poignant moments of
the 20th century.

The deaths of two sanita-
tion workers — crushed in the
back of their truck due to
outdated equipment and the
indifference of their white
supervisors —touched off one
of the most significant labor
strikes in the history of the
nation, one that before its
" end would rock the planta-
tion mentality of a Memphis
government to its core and,
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Memphis strike to follow the Jericho Road
By this, he meant that they should follow the
example of the Good Samaritan, who helped
the poor and the needy despite the potential
personal cost to himself

King said, “The question is not, if I stop to
help this man in need, what will happen to
me?"” but “If I do no stop to help the sanitation
workers, what will happen to them?”
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