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HIV/AIDS Hits Close to Home

Get over the fears
BY Marc H. Moriai

World AIDS Day re
cently served to remind
us of the _‘.Z|\I|1.ii as well
as local health problem
of HIV/AIDS. Major
[Hll:_'lg'\\|'1'.!\hL‘L'I!l|1;I\|L'
interms of medical treat
ment prolonging the lives of AIDS
victims and those with HIV, but the
disease is still alive and well in the
world as well as the United States
especially among blacks

I'he United Nations estimates
that 25 million people have died of
AlIDS worldwide since AIDS first
reared its ugly head in the United
States in 1981

In our nation’s capital, the Dis
trict of Columbia, one in 20 D.C
residents are estimated to have HIV
and one in 50 to have AIDS. Not
quite the one in eight rate of South
Africabutgive themafew decades

According to a recent D.C. re
port, 12,500 District of Columbia
residents have HIV or AIDS. Of the
3,300 new cases between 2001 and
2006, 80 percent were among Afri
can-American and 37 percent con
tracted through heterosexual sex
Overall, AIDS cases increased 43
percent -- epidemic levels, setting
off alarm bells among blacks and
public health officials.

Part of the reason why African
Americans are reluctant to get
tested is the perceived stigma ol
having HIV or AIDS. That bears
out to some extent in the District of
Columbia, where over 70 percent of
D.C. residents with HIV, a dispro
portionate number of them black.
waited too long to be tested and
saw their HIV turn into AIDS within
a year of diagnosis. That compares
to 39 percent nationwide

When was the last time you got
tested for HIV? Have youeverbeen
tested? It not, shame on you.

“Knowing your HIV status is a
fundamental responsibility for ey
ery black person,” writes Phill Wil-
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son, executive director of The
Black AIDS Institute in Los An
geles who has been HIV-posi
tive for more than aquarterof a
century. He makes an impas
stoned plea on the
organization’s Web site for
blacks to “get over” their fears

and “get on” with treatment

In the Urban League movement,

23 of our attibiates have programs
aimed at reducing the nisk of trans
mission of the disease within the

I'he

League of Greater Oklahomaruns a

black community Urban
programdesigned to increase HIV
AIDs awareness among ex-oftend
ers and senior citizens

Further south, our Dallas affili
ate offers an AIDS prevention pro
gram that has served 1,200 minority
yvouths between the ages of 12 and
19 and shows them how tocut high
risk behaviors attributable to the
use of drugs and alcohol and how
sale sex, other

to have among

things. The aftiliate also offers a
program for drug-using adults over
I 8 that has served 925 people. And
the Urban League of Hampton
Road provides case-management
services to minorities diagnosed
with HIV/AIDS toimprove the qual
ity and length of their lives.

African Americans cannot wait
around for the government and/or
society to come to their rescue and
save them from HIV/AIDS. The
black community must look within
itself to resolve this crisis

“When we have the courage to
take action, we see results. When we
wall torothers lo come Lo our rescue,

well... can anyone one say New Or

leans or Katrina?” Wilson notes.
He's got a point. Solving this
crisis starts with encouraging all
blacks to gel tested and treated, i
necessary. In the words of Wilson,
“get over it and get on with it.”
Mare H. Morial is president and
Na

chief executive officer of the

tional Urban League
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Battle 1sn’t over
Passed in the mid-1980s, fed
eral drug-sentencing laws forced
judees to deliver fixed sentences
to individuals convicted of adrug-
related offense, regardless of their
directrole in the crime or circums-
stances surrounding the event
The laws demonstrated a clear
bias towards offenders convicted
in crack-cocaine related cases,
many of whom were African-
American and fromimpoverished,
urban neighborhoods. A little
over 20 years later, the Supreme
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Court has issued a ruling that gives
judges much more power when sen-
tencing drug offenders

With this new freedom, judges
can use their influence to encour
age rehabilitation and education,
saving taxpayers billions and turn-
ing around the lives of many young
people of color

Ten years after the sentencing
laws were enacted, the average fed-
eral drug sentence for African-
Americans was 49 percent higher
than that of whites, the number of
women in prison for drug offenses
increased by 421 percent and there
was a more than 80 percent increase
in the federal prison population.

Under the previous law, a dealer
with five grams of crack cocaine re-
ceived the same punishment as one

who had 500 grams of powder co-
caine; a 100-to- 1 disparity. Support-
ers of the inequitable sentencing
claimed crack cocaine was more dan-
gerous than IWI}\\th‘[ cocaine and
should therefore come with stricter
sentences. Studies later showed that
crack cocaine was no more danger-
ous than powdered cocaine.

The recent Supreme Courtruling
says the federal sentencing guide-
lines should be used to advise

Judges, not bind them to sentences

that are clearly unfair.

The guidelines are now but one
factor trial judges have to consider
when handing down a sentence.
Judges are now able to reduce
prison sentences for crack cocaine
related crimes, ending a two-de-

cades long racially biased sentenc-

ing policy that put thousands of
black men behind bars, limiting their
futures and weakening the black
family and community

With this ruling, the Supreme
Court has taken a first step towards
racial justice. The battle, however,
is not over. Congress must work to
monitor the nation’s courts and
ensure that sentencing across the
country is equitable. If disparities
are found, then new laws — fair laws

must be crafted. While there is
still work to be done, this is a posi-
tive first step towards a balanced
and fair criminal justice system.

Judee Greg Mathis is national
vice president of Rainbow PUSH
and a national board member of
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference.

If there is anything we should
have learned by going into Iraq,
it is that we must not presume

our president will listen to the
intelligence that is offered to
him by others and will be honest
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with us about it.

Stephen Hadley, National Se-
curity Advisor, has stated that
Bush was told in August or Sep-
tember that we have intelligence
indicating that Iran had halted
its weapons program, and in
fact that apparently happened
in 2003!

This means that our president
is pushing us into war with Iran,
while ignoring the intelligence
he's been given, just as he did
when he convinced us we
needed to invade Iraq!

Whether our president is sim-
ply lying in order to once again
convince us, or simply believes
he knows better than those who
are well paid to find out, we
must not let him take us into
another 1ll-fated war!

Barbara Weaver

Beaverton

3 bedroom home starting at

$220,000. Located in North Portland.
All homes are Earth Advantage certified.

Price includes kitchen appliances, single
car attached garage, window blinds, tank-
less water heater, fencing, cable wiring
and front yard landscaping.
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