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.P o r t la n d  O b s e rv e r
2008 Nissan Altima 2.5 S Coupe

News and reviews on new motor vehicles

The True Coupe
by Kathleen Carr

The newest extension o f N issan's best­
selling Altiina lineup is the sporty new 
Coupe. The eoupe is geared for twenty to 
thirty-something professionals without a 
family who want aear with above-average 
perform ance rather than a m ileage-con­
scious appliance.

The Altim a Coupe sets itself apart from 
the segment by being more than just an 
Altima Sedan minus two doors. A cool 
coupe adds a certain am ount o f luster and 
mystique to a traditional sedan lineup. 
With that in mind, the Nissan designers 
designed the new model from the get-go 
as a coupe instead of merely a two-door 
version of the existing Altima sedan.

Nissan designers chopped more than 
seven inches from the overall length and 
dropped the roofline by more than two 
inches. It gives the A ltim a coupe an ag­
gressive and sporting stance, with broad 
rear shoulders.

But there w ere consequences. You have 
to duck to get into the front seats, and the 
rear seats are similar to wearing jeans two- 
sizes-too-small; not something for long 
endurance. However, people who buy 
coupes rarely transport back-seat pas­
sengers, and the front seats have plenty of 
space and comfort once you fold yourself 
inside. The rear seatbacks fold down for 
additional cargo, which is a good thing 
because the trunk has only about seven

cubic feet o f space.
The new Coupe is part o f the fourth- 

generation Altima design, which utilizes 
N issan 's all-new, highly acclaim ed “D” 
platform with increased body rigidity and 
a redesigned suspension. This new plat­
form was developed with the objective of 
making Altima one o f the best performing 
large front-wheel drive vehicles available 
with global appeal.

The Altim aScomeswitha2.5-liter, 175- 
horsepow er 4-cylinder for the mileage 
minded (23 m.p.g. c ity /3 1 m .p.g.). The SE 
com es with a 3.5-liter, 270-h.p. V-6 for 
those who spend more time in the passing 
lane; enthusiasts likely will be smitten. 
Unlike its four-cylinder sibling, however, 
the 3.5 SE requires premium fuel. The four- 
banger is certainly adequate for most 
people, with decent acceleration and easy 
highway cruising.

Both engines have a 6-speed manual or 
a continuously variable automatic with 
infinite gear ratios. Nissan expects about 
six out o f 10 buyers will choose a four- 
cylinder model, mostly with the automatic 
CVT.

All A ltim as have standard  side-im ­
pact airbags for the front seats, side 
cu rta in  airbags and ac tive head re­
strain ts for the front seats. A ntilock 
brakes are not offered  on the base 2.5 
model but are optional on the 2.5 S and 
s tan d ard  on V -6 -p o w ered  A ltim as. 
N issan 's electron ic stability  system  is 
optional for V -6 A ltim as.

Specifications: 2.5-Liter, 16-Valve 4-Cylinder 1 75-hp@180 Ib-ft. torque Engine; Xtronic (CVT) automatic transmission; 
23-City 31-Highway MPG; $23,080. MSRP

Com fort and convenience features in­
clude: tilt/telescope steering wheel, cruise 
control, cloth upholstery, front bucket 
seats, center console, split folding rear 
seat, power windows, power door locks, 
remote keyless entry, keyless access and 
starting, tachometer, variable-intermittent

wipers, rear defogger.
Most car buyers don't have the luxury

of purchasing a different car for all the 
types o f driving they do. W hile a sports 
car for a favorite road, a luxury sedan for 
a night out. That would be nice if you had 
the means -most shoppers don’t. That's

why it makes sense to look for a car that 
best com bines all your needs and wants, 
how ever conflicting they may be. Nissan's 
Altima Coupe plays to this type of buyer, 
and it’s rather successful at balancing the 
perform ance and com fort needs o f enthu­
siast drivers.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG. $45.00

Your Care 
Our First Priority

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiroprat tic Physician

We are located at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213
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, • Chronic headache and jo in t pain
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Pork Rib. Brisket. Turkey. Chicken, Ox Tails & More 
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Fried Shrimp 
Dinner

Hi-Large Shrimp 

$10M 
with two sides

4057 N. Interstate Ave. 503-493-9414
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Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $30.00 Each Area 
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: / small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.00
(With Other Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL SERVIC ES  
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning 
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning 
Deodorizing & Pet Odor Treatment 
Spot & Stain Removal Service 
Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Sofa 
Loveseat 
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Chair or Recliner 
Throw Pi I lows

$79.00 
$59.00 
$109 - $139 
$35 - $49 
$5.00

( With O ther Services)

See Flyers for Additional Prices 
Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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