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P o r t l a n d  O b s e r v e r  A u t o
2008 Nissan Xterra 0R-V6 4X4
Prove Nothing. Accomplish Everything.

R ® e v ie wNews and reviews on new motor vehicles

BY K M i n u  s  C arr

Nissan's truck-based Xterra is 
geared toward the young and/or 
active buyer — or those who want 
to appear that way. The midsize 
Nissan Xterra is a lough guy SUV, 
with a rugged design and solid off­
road abilities. Il leaves the more 
comfortable car-based SUVs for 
"softies." The game plan for the 
Xterra never has been to make it 
softer to grab more buyers. It's no 
car-based SUV or crossover ve­
hicle. but a genuine truck for rough 
use and rugged off-road driving.

The Xterra has a decent amount 
of standard equipment, despite its 
go-any where nature. Even the base 
trim level has airconditioning, atilt 
wheel, an AM/FM/CD player, a rear 
wiper and a full-size spare tire. 
There's also anti-lock brakes and 
an anti-skid system.

The Xterra OR included such 
items as: a leather-wrapped steer­
ing wheel with audio controls, an 
upscale audio system and tubular 
side steps. Additional options also 
included side-curtain airbags, sat­
ellite radio andatow kit. Forget frills 
such as leather upholstery or a 
sunroof because Nissan feels that

such items would be out of place for 
the Xterra.

Nissan's 4.0-liter V-6 develops 
261 horsepower and 281 pounds- 
feet of torque. The engine teams 
with either a crisp-shifting live- 
speed automatic transmission or a 
six-speed manual. Available part- 
time four-wheel drive includes; Au­
tomatic, 4-High and 4-Low modes. 
The Xterra has a double-wishbone 
front suspension and a rigid axle in 
back.

But there’s no stinting on perfor­
mance: The Xterra has a sophisti­
cated engine with plenty of torque. 
The engine sounds gruff during 
hard acceleration but propels the 
Xterra to 60mph in 7.3 seconds and 
allows quick merging, safe high­
way passing and easy high-speed 
cruising.

The quick steering is rather 
heavy, and a wide turning circle 
doesn't help close-quarters maneu­
verability. Handling is good if the 
Xterra isn't driven too hard, and the 
brakes provide short stops. Al­
though improved, the ride is pre­
dictably truck-like despite the 
longer wheelbase and gets choppy 
over some roads.

Standard all-disc antilock brakes 
have electronic brake-force distri­
bution and brake assist. Seat- 
mounted side-impact airbags and 
side curtain airbags are optional. 
An electronic stability system is 
also optional.

The Xterra hasn't been crash- 
tested by our preferred source but 
has earned four out of five stars in 
the government's frontal crash test. 
It carries a three-star rollover rat­
ing, which is as poor as you'll find 
among SUVs.

But there's good room for four 
tall adults in the utility-oriented 
interior. Gauges can be quickly 
read, and controls are easy to reach 
and use. The rear seats elevated to 
give rear occupants a better view of 
surroundings.

Nissan knows all about the im ­
pact o f  d a rin g  s ty lin g . The 
Xterra's styling is an evolution of 
the original’s, introduced in 2000, 
and is defined by its standard 
tubular roof rack and stepped 
roofline. The roof rack features a 
latchable box for gear. Between 
the large hood and the integrated 
front bumper is agrilie with angled 
bars that's sim ilar to other SUVs

Specifications: 4.0-Liter 261-hp @ 281 Ib-ft. torque V6 Engine: 5-Speed Automatic Transmission: 
14-City 20-Highway MPG; $30,590. MSRP

in N issan 's lineup . R unning 
boards are optional.

All 4WD models have mud­
guards. and the highest, SE, trim 
level adds bodyside moldings. 
Wheel sizes are limited to 16 or 17 
inches in diameter. New paint col­
ors for 2(X)8 include Red Alert and 
Sandstone.

Extreme active lifestyle people 
single out the Xterra because it's

sort of a sports locker on wheels, 
with such items as cubbies, nets 
and a roof-mounted storage com­
partment for wet, dirty clothes. Rear 
side bumper steps allow easier ac­
cess to that compartment. There 
also are such outdoor-oriented fea­
tures as 10 cargo area utility hooks 
and an adjustable channel system 
in the cargo floor that makes it easier 
to secure bike racks and other ac­

cessories or gear.
Straight out of the box, the Nissan

X terra w ill be the W eekend 
Athlete’s best bud.

The Xterra is an honest ve­
hicle because it doesn't pretend 
to be something it's not. That's 
comforting when its driver con­
fronts challenging conditions; 
while demanding more to meet an 
active lifestyle.
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Car insurance with

Charles McCleoud
CEO

l o u d
ENTERPRISE, LLC

516 SE MORRISON ST, STE 540 
P0RTIAND. OREGON 97214 

BUSINESS 503 234 4452 
CELI 503 901 1535

PERSONAL SERVICE.
No extra charge.
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At State Farm you get a competitive rate and an agent 
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right lor you 
and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care o f you like 
State Farm. Contavi me. I’ll prove it.

Michael David Holton, Agent
7223 SW Macadam Avenue 
Portland. OR 97219-3076 
Bus. 503-517-9090 
www.michaelholton.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, S I ATE FARM IS THERE. 
Providing Insurance ami ¡inani ial Services

—
State Farm *
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

Hume Office, Bloomington. Illmuis 61/10
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Weddings Nightclubs
Birthday Parties Fund Raisers
Family Reunions Receptions
Business Functions School Functions
Concert Promotions -  , Class Reunions
Private Parties SOenneth Clcott Banquet

DJ Service On The Move
E-mail:dewayn525<fS)yahoo.com 503.442.5089

“Tough times don't last hut tough people do"

L j

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.
Agent
4946 N Vancouvei Avenue Portland OR 97217 
503 286 1103 Fax 503 28b 1,46 
erme lull h5mb®statetarni com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
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Naii M >, Sirin Analyst 
8, Make-Up Artist

CLOTHING
JfWHRY________
BOOYSHAPI CONSULTING 
COLOIt MATCHING

Phone: 503.995.4136 
aprl/ns^yahoo. com

Effective, low cost Legal Counseling 
on any legal question you may have.

$35 for an hour consultation.
Let me help you with legal 

questions, ask Attorney Sona Joiner
at 503-241-1113

'Ll-J-idcms
SMOKEHOUSE

Your Care 
Our First Priority

We are located at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213

(Between Broadway 
and Sandy Btvd.)

I)r. Marcelitte Fatila
F Chiropractic Physician

Specializing in ¡3 molici c1 'Ô 'ÔQ ¿Vtcaí.* <’ fe n /o e ï

Beef» Pork • Lamb • Poultry • Seafood
Cunch $5.95. Oinncr $9.95 toil uf> 

Pork Rib. Brisket. Turkey, Chicken, Ox Tails & More 
Beer and Wine Available

Open 11:30 AM -  9:00 PM Monday thru Saturday

• Automobile accident injuries
, * Chronic headache and joint pain

• Workers Compensation injuries 

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140 4057 N. Interstate Ave.

Ox- Tails 
Dinner

$12si
with two sides

503-493-9414

New Prices Effective May 1,2007 
Martin Cleaning Service

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
Residential & Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG, $45.00

Carpet Cleaning
2 Cleaning Areas or more $30.00 Each Area 
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas

(Includes: / small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) $40.00
(Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area • Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs) $25.00
(With Other Services)

Heavily Soiled Area: Additional $10.00

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Area & Oriental Rug Cleaning 
Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning 
Deodorizing & Pet OdorTreatment 
Spot & Stain Removal Service 
Scotchguard Protection

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Sofa 
Loveseat 
Sectional 
Chairor Recliner 
Throw Pillows

$79.00 
$59.00 
$109 - $139 
$35 - $49 
$5.00

(With Other Services)

%
See Flyers for Additional Prices 

Call For Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

V

http://www.michaelholton.com
yahoo.com

