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Call 503-288-

PORTLAND, OREGON

There is a reason why the American Association of Contract Compliance, National

Organization of Black County Officials and many other organizations are selecting

Portland, Oregon as the west coast destination for their meetings, conferences and
conventions. Whether it's 100 or 10,000.... we work for conventions.

 Absolutely no sales tax (spend as much as you want)

« Clean, safe and friendly city (we do this on purpose)
 Magnificent convention center (because you deserve the best)
ol

Roy Jay, President & CEO

Oregon Convention & Visitor Services Network
Alliance of MInority Chambers of Commerce / Idea Works, LLC
NG PROFESSIONALS %) FUVA

going ethnic cultural training (in order to provide superior service to

a especiaiy you:)

Save on energy, water
and sewer costs

Get a high performance pre-rinse

dishwashing sprayer free from Energy

Trust, while supplies last. It's a great

way to save energy and water in your

cleani Ing pl.

There's no cost to you,and we cover
installation by a licensed journeyman

plumber

503-799-2175
energytrust.org/sprayer

year with hlgll perform
pre-rinse sprayers at |19 locations

and sewer costs by about $400 per ye

Ene rgyTrus

foodservice r"ps"'um'n You'll also improve

ormance and reduce watel

ar.

Order your sprayer by Oct. 15,2007
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American Friends
Service Committee

Our Seattle Programs
AFSC Peace & nmu =F

Our Portland Programs
AF S( F 13; ts for Peace & People

Pacific Northwest Regional Office

Working for social justice and peace
for 65 years in the Pacific Northwest.
1FS( supports minorit) businesses

and values the Portland Observer's commitment

to drver StLy.

i Minority & Small Business Week

From Heart to Startup

Class builds Ieahty for smdll buqmess ldeas

BY RAYMOND RENDLEMAN
Tue PorTLAND OBSERVER

If you're looking to start you
own business and find your way
to a classroom tucked away in
the Lloyd Center Mall, you might
also find some reassurance.

'he Small Business Devel-
opment Center started during
the early *80s when the state
was in an economic recession.
Since then, it has helped hun-
dreds of people realize dreams
to run their own businesses.

Most of the classes begin at
6:30 p.m.,
with day jobs.

intended for those
T'hey had been
working all day, but new life
sparked in the eyes of students
last Wednesday evening as
Mario Pedraza began a partici-
patory lecture on the consider-
ations of starting a new enter-
prise.

Pedraza reviewed the basics
at the outset: the importance of
location, of finding a large cus-
tomer base and the necessity of
losing money during the first
year. Then he made the class
consider some of the more ad-
vanced topics like regulations.

The Portland Community Col-
lege students succeed in this
setting based on theirdrive alone
regardless of other factors, ac-
cording to Tom Lowles, the
ram’s director.

“We work with people froma

prog

variety of backgrounds, experi-
ences and skills,”
“but it
whether

says Lowles,
all comes down to
an individual really
wants to start their business.”

The reason for the program’s
esteem is clear: When it comes
to helping Spanish-speaking
small-business owners get
started in the U.S., Pedraza lit-
erally wrote the book. His trans-

a Street ata Time

Up to $5,000 in

closing cost assis-

tance to

qualified buyers!
Ask about the TEN YEAR property

tax abatement!!
Deborah Johnson at 503

CCB#71658

Building Partnerships to Build Our Community

Proud to partner with CJ Jackson Construction Co.,

the Humboldt Gardens

opportunities, contact Carolyn Wilson at 503-793-6824.

-804-0063
or deborah@hostdevelopment.com
or www.hostdevelopment.com

September 26, 2007

BY RAYMOND RENDLEMAN/THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
Mario Pedraza leads a Portland Community College class
intended to help people get their business ideas going.
hear from

lated version of the Oregon first-generation

program’s materials became the people, but then the problem

model now used by similarcen- with that is those people are
ters around the country.
Although he would love to

help more Spanish-speaking

tired of being asked.”
Knowing that

speakers have little choice in

coming to him with business

Spanish

people start businesses in Port-
land, he sees alimitation in being
a “third-generation”

ideas, Pedraza will sit down
with them one-on-one for
hours, most often helping them
fill out forms.

Texan,
meaning his grandparents were
his family members to cross the
border.

“It’s hard, because I can’t be
their mentor or their role model,”
Pedraza says. “They’d rather

“Inthe long run, a business is
a business,” says Lowles, “and
on that level, quite frankly,

everyone’s the same.”

3 bedroom home starting at

$220,000. Located in North Portland.
All homes are Earth Advantage certified.
Price includes kitchen appliances, single
car attached garage, window blinds, tank-
less water heater, fencing, cable wiring
and front yard landscaping.

FREE WASHER AND DRYER

MOVE IN READY NOW!

WALSH

Construction Co./JOR
www.walshconstructionco.com
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community. For subcontracting and employment

. to build



energytrust.org/sprayer
mailto:deborah@hostdevelopment.com
http://www.hostdevelopment.com
http://www.ualshcoitstructionvo.com

