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2007 Jeep Compass Sport 4X4
The New Compass is Diversity
by Kathleen Carb

The 2007 Jeep Com pass is all 
new. a term usually meaning that a 
vehicle has been completely rede­
signed. But in the case o f the C om ­
pass, it's a com pletely new vehicle: 
first generation.

Jeep is diversifying its lineup 
with a car-based crossover that 
foregoes off-road capability in fa­
vor o f urban maneuverability. The 
Com pass is the first Jeep not to be 
trail rated. Jeep's new Com pass 
certainly is pointed in the right di­
rection; little wagons like this are 
popular and are fast replacing tradi­
tional sport utility vehicles.

The Com pass is one o f those 
vehicles that pretty much sells-it- 
self when potential customers take 
it for a spin from a dealership be­
cause it's easy to m aneuver and fun 
to drive. The Com pass is especially 
appealing because it's in the hot

market for crossover vehicles that 
com bine SUV and car features—  
and carries the revered Jeep nam e­
plate.

Under the hood of all Com pass 
models is Chrysler's new 2.4-liter, 
inline four-cylinder "world engine", 
jo in t ly  d ev e lo p e d  by 
D aim lerC hrysler, H yundai and 
Mitsubishi. Emphasis during de­
velopment o f this engine was on 
fuel mileage

It's a solid, sophisticated, 16- 
valve engine, quieter and stronger 
than a four-banger was believed 
capable o f being, 10 years ago. It 
features electronic variable valve 
timing that continually changes the 
torque curve, bringing more versa­
tility to the 165 peak pound-feet o f 
torque, and more capability to the 
172 peak horsepower.

The Jeep Compass Sport offers 
aContinuously Variable Transaxle,

Specifications: 2.4-Liter 4-Cycle 16-Valve 1 72-hp @ 165 Ib-ft. torque Engine: Automatic-CVT2 
Transmission; 23-City 26-Highway MPG; $17,175 MSPR

which performs like an automatic 
transmission, and it's a doozy. The 
CV T transmission, which is more 
fuel-efficient than a four-speed 
automatic transmission, has been 
calibrated to feel a lot more like a 
normal automatic transmission. We 
felt the off-the-line acceleration to 
be rather sluggish.

Front-wheel drive is standard - 
in fact the Com pass is the first Jeep 
with this layout - but o f course, this 
being a Jeep, all-wheel drive is avail­
able. The system is called Freedom 
Drive 1, and it’s fully automatic but 
has a lockable center coupling for 
extra-rough conditions.

The Compass offers a fairly long

list of standard key safety equip­
ment, and features. Those include 
side-curtain air bags, electronic sta­
bility control, traction control, elec­
tronic roll mitigation, four-wheel 
disc antilock brakes, and hydraulic 
brake assist.

O th er standard  fea tu res in ­
clude cloth seats, ou tdoor-tem ­

perature d isplay , A M /FM  sing le­
disc CD radio with an auxiliary  
input jack  for an iPod or other 
M P3 player, a vinyl load floor, a 
cen ter console w ith sliding arm ­
rest, 60/40 split fold-flat rear seat, 
tilt steering co lum n, theft-de ter­
rent system , rear w iper/w asher/ 
defroster, fog lights, and 17-inch 
alum inum  wheels.

Anotherclever item is a recharge­
able interior lamp that can be re­
moved and used as a flashlight. 
There's also a 115-volt outlet in the 
center console for powering laptops 
and other small electronic devices.

The C om pass features Jeep 's 
bo ld  and rugged  look w ith a 
s e v e n - s lo t  g r i l l e ,  ro u n d  
head lam p s, trap ezo id a l w heel 
openings and uniquely sculpted 
f e n d e rs .  T h e  w in d s h ie ld  is 
steeply sloped for less wind re­
sis tance .

The all new 2007 Jeep Compass 
Sport 4X4 will appeal to budget- 
minded buyers with a need for ur­
ban maneuverability and the repu­
tation o f a Jeep.

Sports
Tiger Racks 
Up his 60th 
Golf Victory

(AP) -  When the cheers finally subsided in 
another com pelling finish in the PGA Tour 
Playoffs, Tiger W oods walked off with an 8- 
under 63 for his sixth victory of the season. It 
put his name in the record books for a variety 
of feats and restored him to the top o f the 
playoff standings.

The 63 tied the course record at Cog Hill and 
matched his best closing round on tour. He 
finished at 22-under 262 to break by five shots 
the tournament scoring record that Scott Hoch 
se, in 2001 and Woods matched two years 
later.

This 60th victory o f the PGA Tour made the 
31 -year-old W oods the youngest player to hit 
that milestone.

Tiger Woods holds the J.K. Wadley trophy after 
winning the BMW Championship PGA golf tourna­
ment, Sunday in Lemont, III.

Portland Beavers Keep Name
The fans have spoken, and the 

Portland B eavers listened, an ­
nouncing that the team will not 
change its historic nickname.

In recent m onths, the Beavers 
began a form al exploration  into 
the possib ility  o f a nam e change 
in an effort to create a stronger 
identity . The team  conducted  an 
ex tensive series o f  polls and sur­
veys, u ltim ately  presenting fans 
w ith a list o f nam e-change op ­

tions fo r input. In the end, the 
m ajority  o f  fans expressed  op in ­
ions in fav o ro f  keeping the fam il­
iar B eavers m oniker.

“W e said from  the beginning 
this was a decision that co u ld n ’t

be m ade w ithout the input o f the 
com m unity and our fans,” M erritt 
Paulson, ow ner o f  the B eavers, 
said last w eek. “T h ere ’s no ques­
tion that there is a g reat deal o f 
h istory w ith the B eavers’ nam e, 
and we are em bracing that h is­
tory.

However, the team still plans to 
explore changes to enhance the 
team ’s identity, including a new 
logo and color scheme.

Portland High School Football Lineup
Kick off the weekend with Port­

land high-school teams taking on 
others from around the state.

The action begins Friday at 4:30 
p.m . as the G enerals confront 
Newberg at Grant High School.

The other local games start at 7 
p.m. and include last-year state 
champion Putnam at Franklin, L ib­
erty  at Je ffe rso n , C en tu ry  at 
Marshall, W oodburn at Madison 
and Southridge at Lincoln. Hit the

road for 7:30 p.m. games Friday as 
Roosevelt travels to W ilsonville 
and W ilson is at McNary; while 
Benson plays Forest Grove at 7 
p.m. Tickets are available at the 
gate for $6, $2 for students.

WITHOUT FISH SCREENS, FISH END UP WHERE THEY SHOULDN’T BE.
Many of Oregon’s fish, like steelhead and rainbow trout, inadvertently swim down man-made irrigation channels. 
When they do, they die. That’s why the Oregon Lottery’ provides funds to the Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
build fish screens all over the state. These screens keep hundreds of thousands of fish out of irrigation channels 
allowing them to remain where they belong, in our rivers and streams. Building fish screens, saving fish, it's just 
one of the many ways the Oregon Lottery' does good things. For more information, visit itdoesgoodthings.org. IT  DOES GOOD T H IN G S

itdoesgoodthings.org

